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Palestinians block Salloum road 

SALLOUM (AFP) — Palestinian protestors blocked the 

Llby i“ and E *yp‘ for live hours amid 
allegations that an Egyptian driver had struck and 

^Snnd^v n ^° f th T' Egyplian securij >' trials said 
on Sunday. Itie incident occurred Saturday when Abdul 

Rahman Ibrahim AI Tohami refused to stop at a Libyan 
checkpoint on his way back from a business trip, fearinu 
that customs officials would confiscate $1,000 which 
were in his possession. Libyan customs officials aliened 
that Tohami su-uck and wounded a Libya border eu^ird 
and a Palestinian from a nearby camp of 200 trapped in 

n “ |“ d beIween ,he two countries, the sources 
said The Libyans urged the Palestinians ro cut off the 
road in protesr until the Egyptian authorities hand Toha- 
mi over, they said. 
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Mandela postpones Middle East visit 

CAPE TOWN 1 1 AFP 1 — President Nelson Mandela 
said on Sunday he had decided to postpone a uip to 
the Middle East planned for next month on the advice 
of his doctor. The 78-vear-old South African leader, 
who is recovering from a knee operation, was to have 
visited the Middle East Nov. 6-12, taking in Egypt, 
Jordan. Israel and the autonomous Palestinian territo- 
ries. Mr. Mandela, who has already twice postponed 
visits to the Middle East, told reporters here he .still 
planned to visit the region soon “as a peace messen- 
ger," but no new date had been set. Pledging his sup- 
port for the Middle Eastern peace process, Mr. Man- 
dela said he would not interfere in Israel's internal 
politics but would share the South African experience 
with them. 
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Kabariti visits GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister and Minister 


AMMAN MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1996, JUMADA II, 8, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


aJir.r-r.j.j ' 'fiit Minister and Minister of 
brhv: k ( . Defence Abdul Karim Kabar- 

. ... "uw— jQ on Sunday called ai ihe 

General Headquarters where 
he mei with Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
MaishaJ Abdul Hafez Mirai 
and discussed issues of con- 
cern co the Armed Forces. 
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Arafat to xisit Syria 

■ ^ CAIRO (AFP> — Palestinian 

* President Yasser Arafat is 
expected io visit Syria before 
the sealing of an accord with 
Israel on the West Bank town 
of Hebron, a senior Palestin- 
ian official said in Cairo on 
Sunday. "President Arafat will 
visit Damascus within a few 
days before signing an accord 
with the Israelis on Hebron." 
said the official, who declined 
to be named. Mr. Arafat's visit 
io Damascus would be his 
second since the Cairo Arab 
summir in June were the 
Palestinian leader patched up 
a long-running feud with Syr- 
ian President Hafez .AI Assad. 
The Palestinian leader asked 
to make the visit in a message 
he sent to Mr. Assad from 
Cairo last week as pan of 
ongoing consultations 

between the two parties, the 
official said. 


Bomb wounds civilian 
in South Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN < AFP) — A 
Lebanese civilian was 
wounded Sunday when a 
roadside bomb blew up in ilte 
Israeli-occupied border zene 
of southern Lebanon. Israel's 
proxy South Lebanon Army 
militia said. Tfie motorist was 
injured when the bomb went 
off in the Jez 2 ine area of rhe 
buffer strip, a militia source 
said. No group claimed 
responsibility" for the attack. 
Hizbolbh. which spearheads 
anti-Israeli operations in the 
occupied zone, denied links 
with the incident. 

Israel to expel 
Burmese worker 
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HADERA (AFP) — Israel is 
to expel a Burmese worker 
who planned in altack Christ- 
ian holy sites, police said Sun- 
day. The building worker, 
named as Kan Liang Tang. 35. 
was arrested nn Thursday in 
ihe central Israeli city of 
Hadeni and the interior min- 
istry has drawn up an expul- 
sion order. The Burmese 
national, who arrived in Israel 
three months ago. was 
allegedly in contact with crim- 
inal elements in the Arab 
region of Umm AI Fahm. 
Police did not identity’ his tar- 
gets. 

Low turnout in 
Comoros plebiscite 

MORONI ( AFPi — Partici- 
pation in a referendum on a 
new constitution for the 
’ Cnmorn Islands was weak as 
ihe polls closed, with many 
voters apparently convinced in 
’ ' . advance that the issue would 
......be carried. Pilling booths 

closed at 6:00 p.m. (1500 
>m GMT), but the definitive 
result is nut expected until 
Monday. In the capital 
MfHVitii. electoral officers 
reported a low lurnnui. Pol- 
ling stations elsewhere in ihe 
Indian Ocean Orchipelago 
had net- provided an\ indica- 
' r lion of voter ptnicipalion. Just 
12 days before ihe lel'eren- 
" * dum. which is due to be tol- 
; '•“ lowed by general electii *ns i >n 
. -- Nov. 24, "the text « »f the o insti- 
tution had been i inly thinly dis - 
tributed.no electoral commix- 
-- sion has been formed and the 
voting ti.sis have not been 
revised. 1 After calling lor a 
• b lycon t if ihe pi >11. the opp »si- 
tion. which accused ihe repub- 
lie's president. Moha-mad 
/ Taki Abdul Kunro. of "hflali- 
tarian cum iciioD.s." laier 
. ' ' culled on ils supporters i*» \ > >ic 

, : auainM ihe proposed consiiiu- 
y: -slional changes. However. 

"ohsorsei's suggested th.u ibis 

_y c hange » *f lad: came l* • laic n > 
mobilise votes s. Some ol ihe 
500.000 elccioraie had mu 
revei'ed lhcii vniing pjjvisin 

lime loeasi ilvir vi'ic 




French-European role 
is necessary to balance 
peace process — Chirac 

Israel rejects proposal outright 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— French President 
Jacques Chirac met his Syr- 
ian counterpart Hafez AI 
Assad for talks on the Mid- 
dle East peace process Sun- 
day as Israel ruled out a 
direct European role in the 
U.S. -brokered initiative. 

A role for France and 
Europe in ihe Arab Israeli 
dialogue would "balance 
things.” Mr. Chirac said, 
referring to the United 
States' siaius as Israel's kev 
ally. 

But he stressed at a joint 
press conference with Mr. 
Assad (hat he was “not con- 
testing the U.S. role.” 

"I am not here to give 
lessons. I have come as a 
man of peace, to make my 
contribution, if it is wanted. 


to the resumption of the 
peace process.” the French 
leader said. 

Mr. Assad, who endorsed 
ihe cull for a European role 
in the process, hailed ihe 
visit to Syria and said he 
hoped the oiher countries 
on Mr. Chirac's regional 
tour would "cooperate to 
make his mission a suc- 
cess." 

But. on the eve of Mr. 
Chirac's arrival in the Jew- 
ish state. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
said European intervention 
at a "sensitive" time for 
negotiations risked compli- 
cating matters. 

“The United States is 
playing a very important 
role as facilitator, and I 
don't think that at this time 


in such sensitive negotia- 
tions it would be wise to 
introduce another interlocu- 
tor." he said. 

"I would be very careful 
before 1 would add more 
cooks to the broth." he 
added. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy was more 
blunt, saying: "Negotia- 
tions should be direct and 
without external pressure. 
All foreign intervention 
would only put a spanner in 
the works." 

"We cannot accept a 
mediator who would come 
in right in the middle of the 
negotiations and the con- 
flict." he said. "Europe has 
an important role to play on 

(Continued on page 7) 



French President Jacques Chirac ( left) makes a toast with Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad before a dinner at the Syrian presidential palace in Damascus on Saturday 
(Reuters photo) 


Ekeus, Iraqi officials in lengthy 
tug-of-war over weapons data 


BAGHDAD iR> — Unit- 
ed Natrons arms envoy Rolf 
Ekeus and senior Iraqi ofTi- 
,■'•«!> are haggling again 
over small but j.ign:f:cani 
issues which it' resolved 
might eventually lead to a 
resumption of Iraq's oil 
exports. 

Mr Ekeus. the Swedish 
head of the U.N. Special 
Commission ( UNSCOM > 
dealing with Iraq, arrived in 
Baghdad on Saturday and 
the official Iraqi News 
Agency UNA) said he met 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tureq Aziz later in the day. 

Others including Foreign 
Minister Mohammed AI 
Sahaf. Oil Minister Amer 
Rasheed, who formerly 
headed Iraq’s Military 
Industrialisation Commis- 
sion. and presidential 
adviser General Saadi 
Tu’ma Abbas were present. 
IN A said. 

Sources close to the meet- 


ings said the Iraqis pressed 
for an all-clear from the 
envoy in the hope of having 
the curbs on oil exports' 
removed, while Mr. Ekeus 
sought evidence of Bagh- 
dad's claims io have done 
everything asked of it by 
ihe outside world. 

Lifting the oil export ban. 
part of sanctions imposed 
for Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, is tied to Iraq’s 
coming clean about former 
biological, chemical and 
nuclear weapons pro- 
grammes as well as mis- 
siles with ranges beyond 
150 kilometres. 

Mr. Ekeus has vowed to 
deny Iraq his seal of 
approval unless he knows 
precisely what happened to 
missing chemical and bio- 
logical arms- and about a 
dozen long-range missiles. 

Iraq says it has destroyed 
the prohibited weapons, 
saying the price it pays for 


sanctions is more than con- 
cealing insignificant 

amounts of proscribed 
materials would be worth. 

UNSCOM told the U.N. 
Security Council this 

month that the missing 
amounts, while small, 

raised questions over Iraq’s 
aims. 

"It is a real matter of life 
and death for the states in 
the region, and therefore we 
cannot rest until we have 
accounted for them,” Mr. 
Ekeus told reporters in 
Manama on Friday. 

Last June Mr. Aziz and 
Mr. Ekeus agreed to work 
together to close gaps in the 
weapons files so that 
UNSCOM could give 
Baghdad a clean bill of 
health, a key condition for 
resuming oil exports. 

Mr. Ekeus' deputy. 
Charles Duelfer, who was 

(Continued on page 7) 


PUK puts up stiff resistance to 
KDP assault on Sulaimaniyeh 


5ALAHUDDIN (Agen- 
cies) — Iraqi-backed Kur- 
dish guerrillas met fierce 
resistance on Sunday as 
they tried to smash through 
the defences around their 
rivals’ stronghold of 
Sulaimanixch. 

The Kurdistan Democrat- 
ic Party (KDP) predicted it 
would capture 

Sulaimaniyeh in 48 hours, 
but a Western humanitarian 
said the KDP faced "tough 
resistance" in the key town 
of Dukan from the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

KDP guerrillas led by 
Massoud Barzani were 
"pounding Dukan with 
Howitzers while the PUK 
men are fighting back with 
mortar fire," safd the work- 
er who asked not to be 
named. 

Dukan, which is the site 
of a hydro-electric plant 
that provides power to 
much of Iraqi Kurdistan, 
controls access to 
Sulaimaniyeh, 50 kilome- 
tres further east. 

The PUK also said it put 
up “heavy resistance” at 
Dukan and was locked in 
“ferocious fighting" with 
the KDP around QaJa-Diza. 
another front around 70 
kilometres north of 


Sulaimaniyeh. 

“We’ll try to reach Dukan 
Dam today.” leading KDP 
commander Roj Nuri 
Shuwayis told Reuters. 
About 1.000 of his fighters 
were gathered near ihe 
artillery position- but Mr. 
Shuwayis said another 
5.000 were fighting in 
nearby mountains. 

“The big dashes are in 
the mountains,” he said. 

The United States has 
called on both sides to end 
the fighting, which has 
weakened U.S. influence in 
north Iraq and threatened to 
draw in Iran and Iraq. 

Robert PeUetreau, U.S. 
assistant secretary of state 
for Near Eastern affairs, 
arrived in Ankara on Sun- 
day to meet with Mr. 
Barzani in southeast 
Turkey. The envoy is to 
meet PUK leader JalaJ Tal- 
abani in Turkey next week. 

“Tomorrow morning he is 
going to the southeast to 
meet Mr. Barzani,” a Turk- 
ish foreign ministry official 
in Ankara said. 

“Fighting is good for no 
one. 1 hope we can secure a 
ceasefire," Mr. Pelletreau 
said in a brief statement 
after his arrival. 

He did not elaborate on 


his expected talks with Mr. 
Barzani and Mr. Talabani. 

British and Turkish repre- 
sentatives arc also expected 
to attend the separate meet- 
ings between Mr. Pelletreau 
and the Kurd leaders. 

The Kurds broke from 
Baghdad at the end of the 
1991 Gulf war and set up a 
power-sharing parliament 
(hut has since collapsed 
under the weight of the 
Kurdish feud. 

President Saddam Hus- 
sein had been kept out of 
the Kurdish region by U.S.- 
led air patrols over northern 
Iraq until Mr. Barzani 
joined with Baghdad's 
forces to take the city of 
Erbil — seat of the former 
parliament — six weeks 
ago. 

Mr. Talabani ’s group said 
in a statement that Iraqi 
forces were taking pan in 
the KDP’s latest drive but 
there was no clear sign on 
the ground of Iraqi govern- 
ment intervention. 

Mr. Barzani has denied 
receiving further aid from 
Baghdad and has in turn 
accused Talabani of fight- 
ing alongside Iranian forces 
in northern Iraq, something 

(Continued on page 7) 


AOHR alleges human rights violations in Jordan 


Group decries ‘curbs’ on 
freedom of expression 


By Lamia Tabbaa and 
Maria Bizri 

Special tn the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHRl accused 
the government on Sunday 
of registering- the worst 
record of human rights 
since the dc-mucratisation 
process began in I9S9. 
calling on the authorities to 
"return to the jurisdiction 
of the law" and to rescind 
all measures that the 
AOHR said violate these 
rights. 

TAccording io a statement 
issued by ihe Jt>rdan chap- 
ter of the Cairo-based 
organisation, ihe beginning 
of the year "witnessed ihe 
formation of a new gov- 
ernment that promised to 
respect human rights, but 
there has been a deteriora- 
tion.... that brought back 
the situation reminiscent ol 
the days of martial law." 

Ham’ Dahle. a hoard 
member ol AOHR who 
read the statement to (he 
press describing it as an 
emergent'} report, assert- 
ed that the alleged siola- 
ii,, ns had been in the ureas 
nt IreeUoni of expression. 


the misuse or abuse of leg- 
islation. arbitrary arrests 
and physical and mental 
torture of detainees. 

The report said that the 
country has seen at the 
beginning of this year a 
relative relaxation of 
restrictive policies regulat- 
ing freedom of expression. 
But the move was not 
accompanied by a change 
in legislation limiting these 
freedoms, it said. 

"This was reflected in the 
restrictions imposed on 
daily newspapers to prac- 
tise self-censorship and an 
increased infiltration of 
public security presence in 
those dailies.” Mr. Dahle 
told a press conference. 

Some representatives of 
diplomatic missions in 
Amman also attended the 
press conference. 

"The government also 
exploited fully the Press 
and Publications Law to 
punish weeklies and oppo- 
sition papers resulting in 
the arrest of many chief 
editors and journalists on 
\ariuus false accusations 
although most of the 
detainees were eventually 

(t’oniiiiui-d on page 7) 


Ex-detainees 
claim torture 

AMMAN — Four Jorda- 
nians who were Quested 
after the Karak riots in 
mid-August claimed on 
Sunday thar they were tor- 
tured by the security forces 
while in detention at the 
General Intelligence 
Department (GID) and the 
Swaqa prisons. 

During a press confer- 
ence held by the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR) to present 
whyt the AOHR called an 
emergency report on 
human rights violations in 
Jordan, the four men 
claimed they were subject- 
ed to different types of tor- 
ture and suffered serious 
injuries. 

Yousef Akash said he 
was arrested on Aug. IS 
and held in solitary" con- 
finement for five days 
without being charged. He 
claimed that he was suffer- 
ing from a serious injury in 
his right ear dram caused 
by "tierce healing." 

Mr. Akash. who wav 
released on bail on Sept. I. 
said he was not associated 
with any political party. 

Siyaj Majali claimed 
police hunted him for five 

(Continued on page 7) 


Senior GID official rejects allegation, 
points out victims have legal recourse 


By Maria Bizri and 
Lamia Tabbaa 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior offi- 
cial at the General Intelli- 
gence Department (GID) 
on Sunday denied ail alle- 
gations of torture and ill- 
treatment of prisoners lev- 
elled by the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights 
(AOHR). The official said 
the courts were open for 
anyone who wishes to seek 
legal recourse on such 
grounds. 

The AOHR. at a press 
conference held at its head- 
quarters. claimed that (he 
government had "regis- 
tered the worst record on 
human rights since the 
democrat isai ion process 

began in 1989“ and culled 
on the authorities to 
"return to the jurisdiction 
of the law ” and to “reverse 
all measures that violate 
these rights" (see separate 
story). 

1 he allegations ranged 
from ton ure ol detainees, 
breaking into the premises 
of opposition parlies and 
meetings. M>htarv conllne- 
titeni of detainees with no 

specific vhaiges, amt ille- 


gal arrests on the basis of 
lese majesre 

In response to these alle- 
gations, the senior GID 
official noted that since 
martial law was lifted in 
the Kingdom in 1992, no 
arrests had been made 
without an official warrant 
issued by the general pros- 
ecutor. 

The official, who asked 
not to be identified by 
name, stressed that all 
de’lainees held at the GID 
prison were treated fairly, 
that their relatives were 
allowed visitation rights, 
and that all allegations of 
mistreatment were 

unfounded. 

"The GID prison is visit- 
ed by Red Cross represen- 
tatives on a biweekly 
basis.'* * }he official said. 
"Any allegations of mis- 
treatment of prisoners *ran 
be proved or .disproved by 
the organisation." 

The official said that any 
citizen claiming ill- treat- 
ment had the right to go to 
court and file an official 
case against the govern- 
ment. 

“If all these allegations 
are true, why don't they go 
to cum i?" he said. 


Moreover, he said, the 
GID has an obligation to 
apply the laws that prohib- 
it such actions and a 
humanitarian obligation 
towards Jordanians at 
large. 

in response to charges 
that security authorities 
had broken up political 
party meetings, the senior 
official, denying the alle- 
gations, said the GID does 
not have the authority to 
carry out such actions. 

“Security forces do no; 
have such rights. Breaking 
into political parties’ 
offices and public meetings 
are not within our sphere of 
action.” the official 
stressed. He also noted that 
the laws governing human 
rights in Jordan follow the 
French human rights 
model, which is one of the 
most civilised laws in the 
world. 

A government source 
also denied the allegations 
contained in the AOHR 
report saying that they 
were "all totally baseless" 
and liui “the government 
challenges them to present 
proof’ that detainees were 
tortured. 


Arafat 

laments 

Rabin’s 

death 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Sunday paid tribute to for- 
mer Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, assassinated 
a year ago by a right-wing 
Jewish extremist. 

"Shalom Haver t hello 
friend). I miss you." said Mr. 
Arafat, using the words of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
at Rabin's funeral, in an 
interview for Israeli Public 
Radio in Gaza City. "1 miss 
you.” Mr. Arafat added in 
English. 

Israel marks the one- year 
anniversary of Rabin's 
assassination this week 
according to the Jewish 
lunar calendar. 

Mr. Aralat told the radio 
current U.S.-brokered peace 
talks with 

Israel on a long-delayed 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
West 

Bank town of Hebron had 
achieved no progress. 

Negotiators from both 
sides were involved in com- 
mittee stage talks Saturday 
and Sunday in an attempt to 
lay the ground for the main 
talks to re-start in Egypt's 
Red Sea resort of Taba on 
Monday. Both sides reported 
little progress. 

Mr. Arafat, while insisting 
the Israelis had to honour 
commitments agreed in the 
accords, said he was “ready" 
to meet Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to 
help the process move on. 

’There was no progress on 
Saturday evening during 
talks in Tel Aviv on the 
transfer of civilian authority 
to the Palestinians in 
Hebron." Palestinian nego- 
tiator Jamil Turifi said. 

‘The Israelis are still try- 
ing to modify the accord and 
we refuse to renegotiate it." 
he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu also struck 
a pessimistic note after 

being briefed by his Chief- 
uf-Staff Amnon Shahak and 
West Bank military officials. 

"I am not at all sure that 
we will wrap this up this 
w’eek. Negotiations are still 
at a sensitive phase." Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel 
Radio. 

Both sides voiced hopes of 
reaching agreement in a mat- 
ter of days on Friday after 
making progress on security 
issues. However, the shar- 
ing-out of civil powers 
remains a major Slicking 
poim. 

Israel wants to maintain 
contra! over water and elec- 
tricity supplies to the parts 
of Hebron to remain under 
Jewish control, and also to 
have responsibility for grant- 
ing building permits there to 
prevent the Palestinians 
from hampering the expan- 
sion of settlements. 

The Oslo deal stipulates 
that civilian authority will be 
transferred to the Palestini- 
ans except where it concerns 
“Israelis and their property.” 
On the security front. 
Israel wants the creation of a 
butter zone between Pales- 
tinian-controlled areas and 
(he rest of the town, and a 
limit on the weapon's carried 
by Palestinian police. 

However, it may have soft- 
ened its, demands for the 
right of intervention by its 
soldiers in Palestinian-con- 
trolled areas of the town. 

The -: United States bro- 
kered the talks, launched 
Oct. ft. in a hid to rescue the 
peace process after the worst 
Israeli- Palestinian clashes in 
31) years leli mure than 80 
dead ln>r month. 
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UAE to mount raids in 
crackdown on illegals 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) authorities will 

mount a nation-wide search 
for illegal migrants after an 
amnesty allowing them to 
leave ends late this month, 
newspapers reported on 
Sunday. 

Interior Minister Moha- 
mmed Said A1 Badi met his 
aides on Saturday and dis- 
cussed carrying out raids on 
suspected concentrations of 
illegal migrants and other 
foreigners who are violat- 
ing immigration laws, the 
papers said. 

More than 1,50,000 Indi- 
ans and other Asian illegal 
migraines have left the oil- 
rich Emirates over the past 
two months and the number 
is set to exceed 200,000 by 
the end of the amnesty 
deadline on Ocl 31. 

The pardon for illegal 
migrants and overstaying 
expatriates had been due to 
expire on September 30 but 
was extended to allow all 
violators ro leave and avoid 
facing several years in 
prison under a tougher 
immigration law. 

“There will be no new 
extension of the amnesty,” 
said Ali Rashid AI-Nuaimi. 
director of public relations 
and moral guidance at the 
interior ministry. 

“We will launch compre- 
hensive search drives after 
the end of the deadline. 
They will be conducted in 
coordination with the min- 
istries of labour and social 
affairs, justice and immi- 
gration departments and 
police throughout the 


UAE.” 

Security sources said the 
raids would cover the large 
industrial city of Musaffah. 
where thousands of illegal 
migrants, mostly from 
India and Bangladesh, had 
been based before the gulf 
country announced the 
amnesty offer. 

Other targets include low- 
cost restaurants and cafes, 
housing complexes, com- 
panies and other public 
places. Police will also be 
authorised to stop and 
check suspects in streets 
and other public places. 

Coast guards said they 
would step up naval patrols 
in territorial waters and 
deploy more radar net- 
works to guard against 
infiltrations. Officials 
reported this year that the 
coast and border guard 
would also be equipped 
with additional patrol boats 
and advanced monitoring 
systems. 

“The aim of the search 
campaigns is to organise 
the presence of foreigners 
in the country so it will 
conform to the new immi- 
gration law," Mr. Nuaimi 
said. 

“They will be conducted 
within the principle of 
respect for human rights 
and the new law will be 
enforced on all without 
exception.” 

Mr. Nuaimi said the drive 
would also target employ- 
ers, who either recruit ille- 
gal migrants or foreigners 
who are sponsored by 
another employer. 

Under the new immigra- 


tion law, which went into 
effect on Ocl 1, foreigners 
who sneak into the UAE 
illegally face a three-year 
jail sentence and a 30,000 
dirham ($8,174) fine. 
Those who bring them in 
face a stiffer punishment, 
including up to 15 years in 
prison and a fine of 
$27,247. 

Police records show near- 
ly 25,000 foreigners, most- 
ly Asians, have been seized 
while trying to enter the 
UAE illegally in the past 25 
years in search of jobs. But 
another 100.000 have man- 
aged to get in by sea after 
crossing the Gulf from Iran 
under cover of nighL 

Nearly half of those who 
have left the UAE under the 
amnesty were from 
Bangladesh and India while 
the rest were from the 
Philippines, Afghanistan. 
Iran, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. The seven nationali- 
ties account for more than 
half the UAE's total popu- 
lation of around 2.3 mil- 
lion. 

Security officials say ille- 
gal migrants have been 
attracted by the UAE's 
proximity to their home 
countries, its poorly-guard- 
ed long coastline, lax laws, 
the presence of large Asian 
communities and massive 
wealth. 

A poor desert oasis before 
oil was struck three decades 
ago, the UAE now has one 
of the highest per capita 
incomes in the world, esti- 
mated at around $ 1 6.500 in 
1995. 


Israeli army demands budget 
increase citing ‘threat of war’ 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli array is demand- 
ing an increase in the coun- 
try’s defence budget to face 
up to an increased threat of 
war with Syria and the possi- 
bility of a new wave of Pales- 
tinian violence, a newspaper 
said here Sunday. 

The army wants $300 mil- 
lion more than the proposed 
defence budget for 1997, 
while the right-wing govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
proposed cuts of $258 million 
on 1996 spending levels, said 
the mass circulation Yediot 
Aharonot. 

“We have to prepare our- 
selves for every eventuality 
and we have no right to take 
risks.” army Chief-of-Staff 
General Amnon Shahak told 
parliament’s defence and for- 
eign affairs committee last 
week, according to the paper. 

“We said that there would 
be no war as long as the win- 
dows of opportunity 
remained opened, but now we 
must change our assess- 
ment.” Yediot Ahronot quot- 
ed an intelligence official as 
saying. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechat and Gen. Shahak 


plan to ask the government 
for an extra budget to raise 
the army’s preparedness for 
war, the paper said. 

During Tast’ week's meefing r 
of the Knesset’ foreign affairs 
and defence committee, an 
increase in the billions of dol- 
lars was discussed. 

“Due to the present situa- 
tion. we can not take chances 
as we could before.” the 
newspaper quoted Gen. Sha- 
hak as telling the committee. 

Yediot also quoted U.S. 
intelligence estimates that 
there was a 30 per cent 
chance of a Israeli-Syrian 
flare-up. The estimates said 
there was a low probability of 
an all-out conflict, but a high 
probability of escalation in 
South Lebanon, where Israel 
maintains a force, and a “dis- 
tinct possibility” of limited 
fighting the Golan Heights. 

Israel Radio said Israel was 
worried about the continued 
deployment of Syrian troops 
in the Bekaa VaJley in South 
Lebanon. Asked about the 
chance of war with Syria, 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
stressed Israel’s aspiration for 
“quiet on all fronts.” 

“Israel’s hand is stretched 
out to peace.” Mr. Levy said. 


“With this, our army is on 
alert and carefully monitoring 
every movement and organis- 
ing accordingly ... the other 


it and the region.” 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
stalled after a serious of sui- 
cide bombings against Israel 
by militants in February and 
March. Syria demands the 
Golan Heights be returned in 
exchange for a peace accord. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
who was elected in May, says 
Israel should retain control of 
die strategic plateau. 

A total of 15 Israeli soldiers 
were killed in violent clashes 
with Palestinian police and 
civilians last month in the 
worst Israeli-Polestinian vio- 
lence for 30 years, s 
Military chiefs also pointed 
to the risk of military conflict 
with Syria to demand a bud- 
get increase, said Yediot 
Tension between Israel and 
Syria has been heightened 
since Mr. Netanyahu took 
office in June, and Israeli mil- 
itary officials have been con- 
cerned by a series of Syrian 
troop movements in recent 
months in Lebanon and near 
the Golan Heights. 



Prime Minister Abdol Karim Kabariti on Sunday holds talks with Talab Sana (left 1, 
a Arab Israeli member of the Israeli Knesset, in a meeting attended by Minister of 
State Mifleh Ruheimi (Petra photo) 

Israeli Knesset member 
pays tribute to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) .. — 
Deputy leader of the Arab 
Democratic Party in Israel 
and member of the Arab 
group at the Knesset Talab 
A1 Sana on Sunday 
expressed appreciation of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
for his continued support 
for the Palestinians and 
described King Hussein's 
visit to Jericho last week as 
historic. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Mr. Sana 
said Mr. Kabariti requested 
him to convey an invitation 
to the leader of Shas 
movement to visit Jordan. 

Mr. Sana voiced his 
party's appreciation and 
that of the Arab members 
of Knesset and .Arab 
Israelis of Jordan for its 
continued support for the 
Palestinian people. 

He said his talks with Mr. 
Kabariti focused on the 
importance of inter-Arab 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion between Arab-Israelis 
and Arab states..,Such cqor- 
dmatibii. wilL help; 'abort 


attempts by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's government to 
derail the Middle East 
peace process and impose 
its fait accompli policy in 
the West Bank and Gaza, he 
said. 

Mr. Sana said Arab 
Israelis had initiated con- 
tacts with Arab states to 
help push the peace process 
forward. 

He said recent events had 
proved that the “security" 
theory which Mr. 
Netanyahu has introduced 
during his election cam- 
paign was futile and use- 
less. 

“Israel is living in polit- 
ical isolation as a result of 
the extremist policies 
adopted by the Likud gov- 
ernment which refuses to 
adhere to the peace 
accords,” he said. 

The Arab group at the 
Knesset has formed a nine- 
member parliamentary 
block to support the Pales- 
tinian people in their efforts 
to establish an independent 
state on . their' land with 
Jerusalem as-its capital. 


The formation of the 
group, which is known as 
“the Parliamentary Associ- 
ation for East Jerusalem, 
the- Capital of Palestine”, 
has drawn angry reactions 
among the Israeli rightist 
groups, Mr. Sana said. 

Mr. Sana said there was 
no possibility of early 
elections for the KnesseL 
However, he did not rule 
out the break up of the cur- 
rent coalition government 
and the participation of the 
Labour Party as an equal 
partner in the govemmenL 

He said he rejected an 
Israeli decision to appoint 
an Israeli mini ster for Arab 
affairs, and warned that 
the Arab Israelis would 
boycott this minister and 
will not deal with him. 

He said Arabs were the 
original inhabitants of 
Palestine and therefore 
should not be treated as 
aliens. 

The Knesset -member 
said his party will make a 
suggestion to the Knesset 
. requesting it to withhold 
confidence, in the_pre$ent 
- Israeli government..: . . .. 


Doha ends row over missing funds 


DOHA (R) — Qatar on 
Sunday announced settle- 
ment of a dispute with its 
deposed emir over billions 
of dollars missing from its 
treasury. 

A Justice Ministry state- 
ment quoted by the official 
Qatari News Agency said 
Doha was dropping all law- 
suits against Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad AJ Thani in 
return for settling accounts 
at the centre of their dis- 
pute. 

The statement did not say 
how much was involved 
but unofficial estimates of 
the sum controlled by the 
former emir since he was 
toppled by his eldest son in 
a bloodless palace coup last 
year have ranged from $3 
billion to $7 billion. 

Authorities in France and 
Switzerland blocked sever- 
al bank accounts controlled 


by the former emir earlier 
this year at the request of 
the new government in 
Doha. 

The Qatari Justice Min- 
istry statement said the 
agreement to drop all law- 
suits inside and outside the 
country against Sheikh 
Khalifa and Isa Ghanem A1 
Kawari was in return for 
settling the accounts that 
were at the centre of the 
dispute. 

Mr. Kawari was a former 
minister of information 
who held the influential 
post of head of the emiri 
diwan or royal court and 
was director of the former 
emir's office. 

The A1 Thani family rec- 
onciliation. which the min- 
istry said was settled on 
Friday,' promises to end 
more than a year of politi- 
cal uncertainly in foe small. 


sparsely-populated countiy 
state which has grown rich 
on oil and possesses the 
world’s largest reserves of 
natural gas after those of 
Russia and Iran. 

Sheikh Khalifa, who 
came to power in 1972 by 
ousting his uncle, was over- 
thrown while he was on 
holiday in Geneva. 

He remained in exile in 
Europe until December 
when he returned to foe 
Gulf, established a head- 
quarters in a luxury hotel in 
Abu Dhabi and toured Arab 
states seeking support for 
his claim as Qatar’s legiti- 
mate ruler. 

Sheikh Khalifa was 
accused by Doha of financ- 
ing an anti-government plot 
in February, a charge he 
denied. 


Eastern Sudanese appeal for help with food shortage 

KHARTOUM ( AP) — The provincial legislature of foe 
Red Sea state in eastern Sudan has urged foe Sudanese 
government to help overcome food shortages faced by 
thousands of citizens, a newspaper reported Sunday, The 
independent, pro-government daily A! wan said tbci^si 
lature approved a report describing a deteriorating faj. 
situation and ’'cases of malnutrition among 
women and the elderly.” The paper put the number cf 
impoverished people in foe Red Sea area at 7 1,000 farm-' 
lies. The Association of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies recently said 240.000 families were threatened 
by food shortages in foe area. It was unclear why disfig- 
ures differed. Alwan said repeated droughts have driven 
farmers into the main town of Port Sudan for work, cut- 
ting back food production. It said further strains were 
caused by migration from southern Sudan because of foe 
country's 1 3-vear civil war. More than 1.3 million people 
have been killed in the fighting and resulting droughts. 
The southerners, mainly Christians and animists, are 
fighting for more autonomy from the Muslim-dominated 

government in Khartoum. 

9 dead in armed raid on Ihrkish house 

ISTANBUL (R) — Unknown assailants raked a house 
with gunfire in Istanbul on Sunday, killing nine people 
including children, the state-run Anatolian news agency 
said. It said foe gunmen raided foe house in foe city’s f 
Esenfer district at 4 a.m. (0100 GMT) and shot dead trine 
members of a family from Turkey's mainly-Kurdish 
southeast The attackers then fled. Anatolian said in a 
brief report. 

Pharaonic secrets found on tablets 

CAIRO (AFP) — Archaeologists have found 12 stow 
tablets that contain new secrets concerning foe construc- 
tion of pharaonic temples, the government A1 Akhbar 
daily reported Sunday. The tablets, known as “foundatiofl 
tablets.” were found during work to dismantle columns 
at foe court of Amenhotep III in Luxor, southern Egypt, 
for restoration, the secretary' general of the Supreme 
Council of Antiquities. Ali Hassan, told foe paper. The 
tablets found at foe foot of the columns bear Hieroglyph- 
ics texts, which according to initial studies, describe the 
construction of pharaonic temples, their dates and foe 
names of the architects. “Further studies will reveal new 
secrets on the construction of the pharaonic temples,” 
Mr. Hassan said. 

10 jailed for arson attacks in Bahrain j 

MANAMA (AFP) — Ten Bahrainis have been con- 
demned to between six months and three years in prison 
for arson attacks and vandalism during anti-government 
unrest, newspapers said Sunday. The State Security Court 
sentenced four people to three years in prison for torch- 
ing a tailor's shop and attacking a worker there, the Gulf 
Daily News said. One other person was jailed for two 
years in foe same case. One Bahraini was sentenced to 
two years for setting fire to a private car. while another 
was sentenced for. six months and fined 420 dinars 
(SI, 116 ) for “damaging public property.!! foe English- 
language paper said. Three-Bahrainis wece sentenced to 
six months in jail and fined 200 dinars (S53 1 ) for setting 
fire to a car that belonged to a rental company. At least 
25 people have been killed since anti-government unrest 
erupted in December. 

Algerian film wins Afro- Arab prize 

TUNIS (AFP) — A film by Algerian director Merzak 
AUouache won foe top prize Saturday at foe Biennial 
Carthage Festival of Arab and African cinema. “Salut ‘ 
cousin” (hello cousin), which describes the dilemma of, - 
Algerians fleeing foe civil war in their own countiy but 
unable to integrate in France, was awarded the Golden 
TaniL worth $8,000. Mr. Allouche. who won the Silver 
Tanit for “Bab A1 Oued city 1 ” in 1 994, also took foe spe- 
cial prize of foe organisation of African unity. “These 
rewards will enable us to make some copies,” he 
quipped, before adding more seriously, “it also means 
that Algeria still exists.” The Silver Tanit went to “Po di 
Sangui” (tree of blood) by Flora Gomes of Guinea-Bis- 
sau, an account of buth, death, religion and nature in a 
village where each child grows up with a tree which is 
considered his soul. The Bronze Tanit was won by Pales- 
tinian Rasbid Mashharawi for “Haifa,” set in a Palestin- 
ian refugee camp in foe wake of the 1993 peace accords 
with Israel. Nineteen feature films and 17 shorts from a 
total of 14 countries were entered for competition in the 
week-long festival, which was first held 30 years ago. A 
total of 200 films from all over the world were shown 
during foe week. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 MuppetShow 

14:30 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 

15:00 ...Varieties — L'Intgrale 

15:30 Doc. — Travelling 

Gourment 

16:00 Nature's Invetions 

16:30 Hey Dad 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 Destiny Ridge 

18:00 Magazine — Dassiopfe 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 ...Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Rosanne 

20:01 Documentary 

20:30 Cinema. Cinema 

21:10 .The Lazarus Man 

22:00 — News in English 

22:30 Return to Love Dove 

23:15 Bodies of Evidence 

23:59- Dad’s Army 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 ......Fajr 

05:39 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 Dhuhr 

14:32 ‘Asr 

17:02 Maghreb 

18:19 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


632785. 

St Joseph Chun* Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annnnfcatkw 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tei. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman Inte rnational Church 
TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 

634932. 

Chun* of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Chun* 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temper- 
atures higher than average by 
3-4 degrees centigrade and 
winds southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman - 13/30 

Aqaba 21/36 Fc 

Deserts — 12/32 Q 

Jordan Valley ...19/36 Ci 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Ci 
Amman 30. Aqaba 35 Humid- Re 
ity readings: Amman 19 per Fu 
cent, Aqaba 30 per cent. B1 

Hi 

USEFUL Tr 

TELEPHONE Pu 

NUMBERS ’ H( 
Pr 

NIGHT DUTY W 

AMMAN: Ai 

DrJtassara ~ Karadsheh — 
....759200 Te 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi ...894788 ass 
Dr. Salman Daboobi ...776751 O 

Dr. Khalid Abdo 657126 Ce 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 Re 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 At 
Naironkh pharmacy ..623672 Jot 
AI Salam pharmacy... 636730 R a 

Yaccub pharmacy. 644945 Wi 

Shraeisani pharmacy .637660 J. 1 
Naironkh pharmacy ’ Ek 

Nstfib pharmacy 847632 RJ 

IRBHft Qt 

Dc Ahmad Qarai 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: AP 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi .989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 Kli 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

GvB Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

CiviJ Defence Emeq»ency — 199 

Rescue R>fce 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.- .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. — —661176 

Vito&Sew^Cbn^ians -897167 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis - , .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs — 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority ...680100 

J. Electricity Authority S15615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ,,08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —81381332 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. — .... 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .-6 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital .845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..-667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marka -..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery —865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 
Zaiqa National Hospi- 
tal 109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

...(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospiial 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

.<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia Internationa) Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah 

(RJ) 

09:10 -JDubai. Abu Dhabi(RJ) 

09:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

14:00 London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam! RJ) 

18:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

21:40 London (add) (RJ) 

22:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

03:10.. Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:45 Khartoum 

(SD) 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 

14:00. Vienna (OS) 

17:30 Athens, Istanbul (Q7) 

19:35 Cairo (MS) 

19:55 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 
20:10 Beirut (ME) 


21:40 Tel Aviv (LYj 

23:30 Athens. Beirut (OA ) 

00:20 Amsterdam t KL) 

O4 ; 40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
°*:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:35 ...Beirut (RJ) 

*® : 00 Casablanca (RJ) 

IkOO London (add) (RJ) 

11:30 — Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

JJ 1 * 5 Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Frankfurt! RJ) 

“J™ Damascus (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:15. — Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

23:59 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights 

- Istanbul (TK) 

J®* 5 Beiru ^ London (BA) 

!E£ Beirut (ME) 

( “i>? Khartoum 

13:30 ■■ . . 

(GF) Bahram 

Joi? Vienna (OS) 

25 poha(Q7) 

22 !™ - -Cairo (MS) 

«*=Hsa:a 

Royal Wings (RWj flights 


19:30 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep, Amman — &C0 am ewsyMontf 
An: Damasks — 500 pm evwy Moodqi \ 

Dep.Dfflmscus_7J0am.eMay Sundtf! 

Arc Amman. 5£0 pm. every Smfer jj 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg 
Apple _70W5W 

Banana, ■SOWS*! 

Banana fmukhammar) .420tf$ 

Banana (Imported) - 860 /SW 

Cabbage 130/!® \ 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 3000* J 

Cucumber (large) 150/S® 1 

Cucumber (small) 330/2# 

Eggplant 240/1? 

Garlic .7004? 

Grapes 45005? 

Guava , q Wfffl 

Lemon 35W$ 

Marrow (large) 3305 ^ 

Marrow (small) ..^^3300 

Mulukhiah rtot fg I 

Onion (green) 3QQ0& 

Onion (dry) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Pomegranate - 3608 ^ a 

String B ean . 1 
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AMMAN (PeLraj — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Sunday pledged 
government support for the 
Jordanian Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) in stim- 
ulating cooperative move- 
ments throughout the King- 
dom. 

Speaking during a visit to 
the organisation where he 
met with board members in 
the presence of Minister of 
State Mifleh Ruheimi and 
the corporation Direcror 
General Khaled Tayeb, Mr. 
Kabariti lauded the organi- 
sation's efforts towards 
boosting production in the 
agricultural sector among 
others. 

He stressed ihe need for ■ 
restructuring the JCO’s 
financial and administrative 
system within the frame- 
work of an overall develop- 
ment programme. 

The JCO has been facing 
financial problems due 10 
few fanners paying back 
loans. 


Mr. Ruheimi outlined var- 
ious services offered by the 
JCO to the farmers as well 
as efforts in encouraging 
investments from coopera- 
tive societies. He also pre- 
sented a report about JCO 
efforts to collect dues from 
cooperative societies and 
farmers. 

Also on Sunday the prime 
minister visited the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade where 
he met with Minister Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Minister 
of Supply Munir Sobar to 
review matters related to 
preparations for next 
month’s Middle East Eco- 
nomic S ununit in Cairo 

Discussion also covered: a 
Jordanian industrial fair to 
be held in Ramallah on the 
West Bank on Nov. 6. Jor- 
danian exports to Iraq, the 
Kingdom’s current negotia- 
tions for joining the World 
Trade Organisation and the 
Jordanian industrial Estates 
Corporation’s current plans 
to open industrial cities in 


various go vemoraies 

The prime minister later 
visited the Ministry of Jus- 
tice and met Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughmi to discuss 
problems facing national tri- 
bunals. 

He said that the ministry 
ought to increase the num- 
ber of court justices in order 
to shorten waiting periods 
between trials. 

Earlier Sunday Mr. Kabar- 
iti instructed Minister of 
Finance Marwan Awad to 
allocate JD 100.000 from the 
1997 Department of Pales- 
tinian Affairs’ fiscal budget 
to help finance youth club 
aeti\ ities in Palestinian 
refugee camps. 

The prime minister's deci- 
sion was made following 
recommendations from 
Minister of Youth Moham- 
mad Daoudieh. 

Mr. Daoudieh said that 13 
clubs in these camps will 
benefit from the grant. 


Austrian 


delegation 
to meet with 
Parliament 
members 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Austrian 
parliamentary delegation 
will pay an official visit 
to Jordan from Oct. 23 to 
25. according to an Aus- 
trian embassy statement. 

The commission, head- 
ed by Heinz Fischer, 
comes upon un official 
invitation by Speaker of 
the Lower House Sa’d 
Hayel Srour. 

During their three-day 
visit the delegation is 
scheduled to meet with 
both the Speakers of the 
House and Senate as well 
as with several senators 
and deputies. 

The two groups wall 
exchange views on par- 
liamentary' experiences in 
both countries as well as 
discussions of possibili- 
ties for closer coopera- 
tion. 

According to the Aus- 
trian embassy, the official 
programme has not been 
yet finalised as the visit 
of the delegation coin- 
cides with the forthcom- 
ing visit of French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac on 
Oct. 24. 

The commission is 
scheduled to arrive on 
Wednesday afternoon. 
They will start their visit 
with a trip to Jerash and 
are expected to meet w'ith 
Parliament members on 
Oct 24, the statement 
said. 
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By Christina Schlegl 

Special in the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — This year's 
olive harvest is supposed to 
boast an increase of 46.1 
per cent, from last year's 
65,000 tonnes .to 95,000 
tonnes this season, but the 
* figure is still below original 
estimates, said Director of 
Agriculture Economics and 
Policy Department Fawzj 
Amman. 

The olive harvest is slated 
to begin Nov. 1 and will last 
for two months, including 
olive oil production. Dr. 
Amraari told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is recommending that 
fanners not start picking the 
fruits before they are ripe. 

Some producers, he said, 
lend to harvest too early in 
order to obtain higher prof- 
its as fresh olives are scarce 
this time of vear. 


‘This year’s olive out- 
put.” Dr. Amman 
explained, “is expected to 
be very good or even excel- 
lent. But because of the 
summer drought — olive 
trees require moderate tem- 
peratures and humidity — 
the estimated olive produc- 
tion will be 95.000 tonnes 
instead of [the expected! 

1 10.000 had climate condi- 
tions been perfect.” 

According to Dr. Ammari. 
the crop’s output depends 
on two factors: the fertility' 
rate tage) of the olive trees 
itself and the weather. 

A total of 81.600 tonnes 
of olives will be used for 
olive oil production, while 
the remaining 13,400 will 
be pickled. 

Olive tree plantations 
amount to a total of 

865 .000 dunums in the 
Kingdom and grow in two 
areas called "fruitful"" con- 
sisting of 627,000 dunums 


and "non-fruitful" covering 

239.000 dunums. Dr. 
Ammari explained. 

Non-fruitful zones. Dr. 
Ammari said, is the expres- 
sion used for trees which 
are not at a fruit-bearing 
age. 

This year’s extraction 
percentage is therefore esti- 
mated at 20 per cent, which 
adds up to an olive oil pro- 
duction of about 16,000 
tonnes (81,600 x 20 per 
cent). 

“With an output like this, 
we will more or less meet 
the estimated annual con- 
sumer need of 1 6.000 to 

17.000 tonnes,’’ Dr. 
.Ammari stated. 

Despite this he acknowl- 
edged that an extraction 
percentage of 20 per cent is 
not very high. In very good 
years, that is rainy years, it 
could be around 22 to 25 
per cent, he said. 

He explained that in case 


of an olive oil supply short- 
age, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture will look into the 
possibility of importing the 
remainder from the West 
Bank. Jordan's main source 
of auxiliary supply for 
many years. 

Alternatively, the defi- 
ciency can be made up 
through Ministry of Supply 
purchases usually tax free 
from Tunisia and Spain, Dr. 
Ammari said. 

In recent years people 
from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip have sent olives, 
olive oil and pickles as a 
gifts to their relatives in the 
Kingdom and thus compen- 
sated eventual shortages to 
a certain extent, he said. 

Dr. Ammari could not yet 
provide estimates on this 
year's price for olive oil nor 
the amount of money farm- 
ers will be paid for their 
harvests. 
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Italian violin and guitar duo to perform 
baroque concert at Mount Nebo 
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By Jean-CIaude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of TRH Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid and Princess 
Majda Ra'd and invited by 
the Italian Embassy in 
.Amman in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, the celebrated 
violin and guitar duo, Massi- 
mo de Bonfils and Giuseppe 
Petrella are coming to Jor- 
dan to the delight of all 
music lovers. 

Among all the known for- 
mulas in chamber and 
baroque music, the violin 
and guitar association is one 
of the most pleasant and the 
most harmonious, possibly 
equalled only by the violin 
and flute. The intimacy and 
soft dynamics of die guitar 
blend' perfectly with the 
bright vibrations of the vio- 
2|lm. 

The biography of Massimo 
de Bonfils and Giuseppe 
Petrella would impress even 
the most blasf music afi- 
cionado or concert-goer. 



Massimo de Bonfils 


Beyond literature, however, 
listening to the duo in per- 
formance . constitutes the 
most convincing experience. 
The video tape and music 
cassette given for review to 
the Jordan Times reveal 
mature musicians in perfect 
control of their instrument 
and their art. playing with 
authentic expression. 

Two concerts are sched- 
uled, one private, in Amman, 
and the second, on Wednes- 
day Oct. 23, in the unique 
atmosphere of Mount Nebo. 
There will be a different pro- 
gramme for each perfor- 
mance but both will include 
works by Gioacchino 
Ropssini, Ferdinando Carul- 
li, Francesco Molino. Mauro 
Guiiian, Antonio Diabelli 
and violin virtuoso Niccolo 
Paganini. All these com- 
posers were bom in the sec- 
ond half of the eighteenth 
century'. 

Giuseppe Petrella on gui- 
tar and Massimo de Binfils 
on violin and viola — a 
magnificent example of the 
finest Italian music. 


Journalists make tentative 
agreement towards allowances 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Press Association 
i.JPA) Sunday reached a 
tentative agreement with 
the government regarding 
the increase of salary 
allowances for JPA journal- 
ists employed by the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

The debated increase 
would move the previous 
60 per cent allowance up to 
90 per cent. 

Minister of Administra- 
tive Development Kamal 
Nasser and JPA President 
Seif A1 Sharif signed a 
memorandum of under- 
standing to this effect dur- 
ing a visit by the minister to 
JPA offices’ where he met 
with the association’s 
board members. 

Mr. Sharif told the Jordan 


Times Friday that he had 
submined a request to raise 
the Petra journalists’ 
allowances to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and was awaiting the gov- 
ernment’s reply. 

He maintained that JPA 
members are the only 
members of Jordanian pro- 
fessional associations who 
receive less than a 90 per 
cent allowance for their 
labours. 

The memorandum under- 
lines government responsi- 
bility in reconsidering 
journalists' allowances, Mr. 
Sharif said, adding that the 
minister promised to sub- 
mit the memorandum to the 
Council of Ministers short- 
ly as well his minis try's 
direct involvement in any 


discussions pertaining to 
amending the government- 
unified allowance system. 

The total amount of 
allowance currently paid 
by the government to the 
95 Petra journalists 
amounts to an annual JD 
772,000 and the additional 
requested amount would 
amount to to approximately 
JD 36,000, according to 
Mr. Sharif. 

During the meeting Sun- 
day, Dr. Nasser expanded 
upon ministry' efforts in 
reforming the public 
administration system and 
training civil servants to 
achieve that goal- 

“JonJan is entering criti- 
cal circumstances which 
require every sector to join 
its forces and dialogue with 


others in a quest to safe- 
guard national interests.” 
said the minister. 

Affirming that Jordan 
was. indeed, entering a new 
phase of socio-economic 
development Dr. Nasser 
said the Ministry of 
Admi nistrati ve De\ elop- 

ment was in the process of 
amending the Civil Serxice 
Commission. which 
recruits people to work in 
public administration 
offices. 

The minister said that 
every journalist is called on 
to reflect a bright image ol 
their country so that they 
can contribute positively 
to the tourism industry and 
in the national effort 
towards progress and pros- 
perity. 


Rural migration patterns 
discussed in CARDNE seminar 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan’s rural regions are fac- 
ing complex socio-econom- 
ic problems exemplified by 
human migrations from 
rural to urban regions. Min- 
ister of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat said Sunday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of an 11 -day train- 
ing seminar regarding the 
designing of investment 
projects for rural regions, 
the minister said that as this 
migration continues rural 
and agricultural regions suf- 
fer as those with experience 
in cultivating the land leave 
behind uninhabited and 
under-utilised lands . 

This human migration 
rose sharply in this past 
decade to reach a total of 73 


per cent of the total rural 
population, up from 37 per 
cent in the 1950s, said the 
minister who cited econom- 
ic, social and political 
developments in the entire 
region as contributing fac- 
tors for this phenomenon. 

Dr. Shneikat added that 
the Kingdom's rural regions 
face the additional chal- 
lenge of mounting environ- 
mental problems which 
require immediate solutions. 

“We recognise the need to 
solve these problems and 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
has been drafting plans for 
the development of rural 
regions," the minister 
stressed. 

He affirmed Jordanian 
hopes that affiliation with 


die World Trade Organisa- 
tion and partnership with 
the European Union in com- 
ing years will help solve 
agricultural issues but he 
said that Jordan still must 
develop human resources as 
a preparatory stage. 

Organised by the Centre 
for Agricultural Reform and 
Development in the Near 
East (CARDNE). delegates 
to the meeting hail from Jor- 
dan. Egypt, Syria, Iraq. 
Tunisia, Pakistan and Iran. 

CARDNE Director Amal 
Sabbagh addressed the ses- 
sion outlining the centre’s 
aims and stressing that these 
efforts are designed to aid 
national authorities respon- 
sible for the development of 
rural regions. 


bikji deu-lopmcm. she 
said, includes the incorpora- 
tion of tilt- rural population 
in the overall development 
of the country as well as a 
specialised attention to 
small farmers and the indi- 
gent in rural areas. 

Ms. Sabbagh stated that 
CARDNE is intensifying 
efforts in personnel training 
with the purpose of expand- 
ing its projects and helping 
ail regional member coun- 
tries. 

She said that this seminar 
aims particularly to orient 
instructors and trainers on 
methods of designing pro- 
jects deemed necessary for 
the general development of 
rural regions. 
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Four new attorneys assigned 
in ‘Bay ’at al Imam’ trial 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordan Bar Associ- 
ation Sunday assigned, for the third 
time, four defence attorneys for 13 
people, some accused of sabotage, 
after the seven original attorneys 
appointed by the association with- 
drew from the case, State Security 
Presiding Judge Yousef Faouri said. 

The newly appointed lawyers are 
Ghassan Kayed, Fouad Ibrahim, 
Mohammad Shawabkeh and Ay man 
Kayed. 

“To ensure justice and as some of 
the defendants, if convicted, could 
receive the death penalty, the court 
decided to accept the assignment of 
the new attorneys by the associa- 
tion," Judge Faouri said. 

On Oct. 7, the seven previously 
appointed attorneys withdrew from 
the case, in its final stages, in protest 
of the State Security Court’s decision 
to defer its verdict as well as its rede- 
posing of two witnesses, including 
one from the prosecution. 

The attorneys told the court that 
they decided to withdraw as “we feel 
that we cannot (adequately) defend 
our clients upon the court’s new deci- 
sion.” 


The attorneys charged that the 
court was accommodating prosecu- 
tion mistakes, instead of maintaining 
neutrality. 

During the one-hour court session 
explosive expert Captain Jafifar Jamil 
Abdul Rahim of the Central Intelli- 
gence Department (C1D) told Lhe 
court that he destroyed tw-o hand- 
grenades given to him by the military 
prosecutor shortly after the defen- 
dants’ apprehension. 

On Oct. 7, the court questioned the 
prosecution as to die whereabouts of 
these hand-grenades which the pros- 
ecution had mentioned in its charge 
sheet but never introduced in court 

The explosive expert told the court 
that he had gotten rid of the hand- 
grenades as there was rust on their 
fuses and “they could have exploded 
at any time." 

The previous defence team had 
strongly protested calling Capt. 
Abdul Rahim to testify in court, 
arguing that the prosecution was at 
fault in its evidence presentation. 

The defendants claim that they 
were framed by security forces. 

Seven of the 13, known by their 
affiliation name Bay.’at al Imam 
(pledge of allegiance to the leader), 
are charged with illegal possession 


and manufacturing of explosives 
materials — a charge that could cam’ 
the death sentence — and slander 
against His Majesty King Hussein. 

The remaining six are charged with 
distributing pamphlets slanderous to 
the King. 

The court also called on a new 
explosive expert. Captain Hashem 
Khalyleh of the Public Security 
Department (PSD) to testify on the 
effect of mixing three substances 
(oxygen water, acetone and lemon 
salt) and to confirm or deny that 
these substances can form explosive 
materials. 

The prosecution has charged that 
these substances were found at the 
third defendant's home. 

The court had previously decided 
to summon Capr. Ali Ensour, a pros- 
ecution witness to testify in this mat- 
ter. The decision was also protested 
by the first group of attorneys. 

But on Sunday’s session. Judge 
Faouri said the court would not call 
Capt. Ensour and decided instead to 
call on the new witness "to ensure 
justice." 

The military court tribunal set Oct. 
26 to hear the explosive expert’s tes- 
timony. 


WERT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

*”Mon Oncle d’ Atnerique" ai the French Cultural Centre 

at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

♦Slide lecture: “Lawrence of Jordan: in the Footsteps of 
T.E Lawrence (of Arabia) in Jordan” by Dr. Jack Lbe at 
the Friends of Archaeology Centre at 6:30 pan. (Tel. 
696682). 

♦‘’Why Do Poets Re-tell Old Stories?” by Dr. Nicholas 
Linfield at the British Council at 5:00 p.mL 


BITIONS 

♦Exhibition of children's books ai Haya Centre, until Ocl 
29. 

♦Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, Doors and Win- 
dows" comprising photos by Julia Reinholt and paintings 
by Riham Ghassib at the Imer.Continental- Hotel until 
Oo. 31. 

* Works by Ghassan Abu Leban at Instituto Cexvames, 
Jabal Amman, until OcL 23. 

♦Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at. the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, until Oct. 29. • 


Employment Opportunities 


Group of Companies Based in 
Amman is Seeking to hire: 

(A) Business Manager / 
Financial Controller. 

University Degree in Business or Accountina . 

2- Minimums of 7 Years experience 

3- CPA OR CA 

|4- Excellent Computer skills. 

5- Fluent in spoken and written Arabic and 
English . 

6- Broad Experience in Several accounting areas. 

B) Office Manager / Executive 

Secretary. 

1- University Graduate . 

2- Fluent in spoken and written English. 

-■ Full Knowledge of administration policies and 

practices . 

Excellent Computer Skills . 

[Applicants Should send their CVs to: 

P.O. Box 5476 - AMMAN 
or Fax to 816894 
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Republicans maintain attack 
on Democratic Party funding 
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WASHINGTON iR) — 
Republicans Saturday con- 
tinued their all-out attack on 
President Bill Clinton and 
his Democratic Party for 
accepting what Republicans 
have called improper dona- 
tions from foreign interests. 

The Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) has 
stripped ■ the fund-raising 
duties of its vice-president 
for finance. John Huang, 
and called in the Federal 
Election Commission 
(FEC) to investigate. 

A senior Democratic Party 
official Saturday said the 
FEC was asked to review 
the fund-raising activities of 
Huang, a former official 
with Indonesian Conglome- 
rate Lippo Group, who was 
soliticing money from 
Asian Americans for the 
DNC. 

Republican House Spea- 
ker Newt Gingrich told 
CNN television the flap was 
“far, far bigger than 
Watergate." adding, “this is 
the largest scandal to affect 
the presidency in the history 
of the United States." 

Republican National 
Committee Chairman Haley 
Barbour said the contribu- 
tions pointed toward a larg- 
er pattern of accepting 
donations from foreign 
interests. 

“This is the first time there 
has been a pattern of prac- 
tice of huge contributions 


from outside of the United 
States being actively solicit- 
ed. funnelled into the U.S. 
with the participation of the 
administration.” Mr. Bar- 
bour told CNN’s Evans And 
Novak programme. 

Mr. Clinton has remained 
silent, saying only that he 
asked the DNC to review all 
donations to ensure they 
were appropriate. 

But his campaign 
Saturday fired back at 
Republican Bob Dole, cit- 
ing a guilty plea by Mr. 
Dole’s finance vice chair- 
man Simon Firemen on 
charges of illegally reim- 
bursing his employees for 
contributions to the Dole 
campaign. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry told CNN's 
“Capital Gang" the whole 
controversy had been one- 
sided thus far and ignored 
large contributions by. a 
British-owned tobacco 
company and a Japanese- 
owned car company to the 
Republicans. 

Mr. Clinton campaign 
manager Peter Knight said 
the Republican National 
Committee had accepted 
$2.4 million in contribu- 
tions from the U.S. sub- 
sidiaries of foreign-owned 
companies. 

“What this is going to 
wind up being is one large 
argument for campaign 
finance reform." Mr. 


McCurry said, noting Sen. 
Dole had blocked Democ- 
rat-led efforts to reform 
campaign finance laws six 
times in Congress. 

Mr. Huang’s fund-raising 
activities have been sharply 
criticised for links to solicit- 
ing money from business- 
men with ties to Indonesia, 
South Korea and other for- 
eign countries. 

The Democratic Party 
official said Mr. - Huang 
would concentrate on sort- 
ing out the sources of the 
funds in question. He said 
the committee had asked the 
Election Commission to 
investigate the issue on a 
“fast track" basis so it could 
be resolved and made pub- 
lic before the Nov. 5 presi- 
dential election. 

A committee spokes- 
woman, Amy Weiss Tobe, 
said Mr. Huang “has no cur- 
rent fund-raising assign- 
ments" but remained on the 
committee's staff. She said 
Mr. Huang would fully 
cooperate with the commit- 
tee and the FEC in their 
investigations. 

Last month, the commit- 
tee returned a S 250, 000 
contribution handled by Mr. 
Huang after determining it 
came from a South Korean 
company, Cheong Am. not 
its U.S. subsidiary. 

Republicans were also 
calling on the party to return 
$425,000 in contributions 



Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole shakes hands with supporters on the rope- 
line at a rally in Norfolk, Virginia, at the end of a day of presidential campaigning in 
Kentucky and Virginia Saturday (Reuter photo) 

Kashmir ruler asks separatist 
leader to migrate to Pakistan 


JAMMU. India (AFP) — 
The new chief minister of 
Kashmir Sunday asked a 
prominent Muslim sepa- 
ratist to migrate to Pakistan 
if he disputed the Hima- 
layan state's accession to 
India. 

Farooq Abdullah told 
reporters here that separatist 
leader Abdul Gani Lone 
would have to reconcile to 
the fact that Kashmir has 
been an integral part of 
India since 1947. 

“If Lone has any problem 
with my being an India, he 
shoujd. if he desires, cross 
over to Pakistan,” Mr. 
Abdullah said. “Other (sep- 
aratist) leaders could follow 
suit.” 

Mr. Abdullah, a Muslim 
whose National Conference 
party last month swept the 
elections for the Kashmir 
Assembly, denied Mr. 
Lone’s charge that the chief 
minister was an “Indian 
agent.” 

“We went to the people 
and they voted us to 
power,” he said. 

‘The (separatist) leaders 
went' door to door urging 
the people to boycott the 
polls, but the voters refused 
to listen to them. The seces- 
sionists in' Kashmir have 
lost the battle politically." 

Mr. Abdullah said, how- 
ever, that he was open to 
talks with Muslim separatist 
leaders. 

“My government's doors 
for talks will always remain 
open.” he said. “If they 
want to accept my offer, 
they are welcome. If they 
don’t want ... and are bent 
upon toeing a pro-Pakistan 
line, they are free to go to 
Pakistan." 

India accuses Pakistan of 


arming and training Muslim 
militants Fighting for 
Kashmir’s secession. 

Islamabad denies the 
charge, but gives diplomatic 
backing to the unrest, call- 
ing it a legitimate struggle 
for self-determination. 

Meanwhile, four Muslim 
militants and two police- 
men were killed in a fierce 
gunbattle Sunday in Kash- 
mir, and a police officer 
said fighting was still rag- 
ing. 

The firefight erupted 
when police and paramili- 
tary forces stormed a mili- 
tant hideout at Pohm, .10 
kilometres from Srinagar, 
the summer capital of 
Kashmir. 

A police officer said the 
militants rejected appeals to 
surrender and opened fire. 
“That prompted our boys to 
return the fire ... The fight- 
ing is still continuing." 

No further details were 
immediately available. 

More than 15.000 people 
have died in a bloody 
Muslim separatist campaign 
in Kashmir. India’s only 
Muslim-majority state. ' 
since 1989. 

In a separate develop- 
ment the families of three 
of four Western hostages 
kidnapped by Muslim sepa- 
ratists in Kashmir 15 
months ago arrived here 
Sunday to make fresh 
appeals for their freedom. 

Nine family members of 
Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan and 
American Donald 

■Hutchings flew in from 
New Delhi, but were pre- 
vented by the police from 
meeting reporters at the air- 
port. 

A police officer said the 


families would stay in the 
Kashmir Valley for some 
days during which they 
would meet Muslim leaders 
and government officials in 
the troubled Himalayan 
state. 

The nine family members 
included the wives of Wells, 
Mangan and Hutchings, 
Wells’ father and Mangan's 
parents. They were accom- 
panied by a British diplomat 
based in the Indian capital. 

“The families have moved 
to a hotel,” the officer said. 
“They may meet the press” 
on Monday. 

A shadowy Muslim group 
known as A1 Faran seized 
six Western tourists in 
Kashmir's hill district of 
Pahalgam between July 4 
and 8. American John 
Childs escaped while 
Norwegian Hans-Christian 
Ostro was beheaded by the 
captors. 

Since then the group has 
rejected numerous appeals 
from within and outside 
Kashmir to free Wells, 
Mangan. Hutchings and 
German Dirk Hasert. The 
abductors had earlier sought 
the release of 15 jailed col- 
leagues in exchange. 

The arrival of the families 
came a day after Mr. 
Abdullah said the hostages 
were alive. 

‘The latest information I 
have about the hostages is 
that they are all alive," Mr. 
Abdullah said here. “I have 
got the area of (their) loca- 
tion also. But I will not dis- 
close it now as it can cause 
problems. 

T pray to Allah ... they 
reach their homes safely,” 
he added. 


from an Indonesian couple, 
Arief and Soraya Wiriadi- 
nata. with ties to Lippo 
Group, as well as $140,000 
raised at a Buddhist temple 
in California. 

Mr. Huang also set up the 
temple fundraiser. 

The DNC Friday said it 
would reimburse the temple 
$15,000 for the use of its 
facilities. 

The Capitol Hill newspa- 
per Roll Call Thursday said 
a review of federal election 
data showed that over two 
dozen members of Cong- 
ress, mainly Democrats, 
received donations from 
individuals associated with 
the Lippo Group from 1988 
to 1996. 

Meanwhile. President 
Clinton widened his lead 
over Sen. Dole to il points, 
with Mr. Dole's support 
falling away after a bounce 
from Wednesday’s debate, 
an ABC News poll showed 

• Saturday. 

The latest ABC poll, using 
a two-day Thursday-Friday 
average, showed Mr. 
Clinton's backing rose by 
two points, to 52 per cent, 
while Mr. Dole's rose by 
one, to 41. 

“The small bounce Bob 
Dole got following his 
tougher words this week (in 
the presidential debate) 
about Bill Clinton has not 
continued." the tracking 
poll said: 

It said Mr. Clinton had 
averaged 52 per cent since 
Labour Day. Sen. Dole's 41 
points was 2 per cent above 
his post-Labour Day aver- 
age. 

Reform Party candidate 
Ross Perot continued to trail 
the presidential field with 5 
per cent of the vote. 

. The poll canvassed 1351 
people, including 1,020 reg- 

• istered voters and 703 likely 
voters. The margin of error 
was 3.5 per cent for regis- 
tered voters and 43 per cent 
for likely voters. 

A Newsweek poll of 755 
registered voters showed 
that if elections were held 
today 54 per cent would 
vote for Mr. Clinton, 28 per 
cent for Mir. Dole and seven 
per cent for Mr. Perot. 

The daily Reuters cracking 
poll Saturday showed Mr. 
Clinton ahead of Mr. Dole 
44.6 to 36.S per cent with 
5.1 per cent support for Mr. 
Perot. 

U.K. poll: 
Conservatives 
erode Labour 
lead 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain’s ruling Conserva- 
tive Party has dramatically 
eroded the commanding 
lead of the Labour opposi- 
tion, cutting it from 23 per- 
centage points to 14 in two 
weeks, an opinion poll 
published Sunday showed. 

The NOP poll in the 
Sunday Times said La- 
bour's standing was the 
poorest for three years, 
though the party of Tony 
Blair would still win an 
election handsomely. 

The poll credited Labour 

j with 47 per cent of voting 
intentions, down five 
points on the last NOP poll 
two weeks ago. while sup- 
port for the Conservatives 
rose four points to 33 per 
cent. 

The centrist Liberal 
Democrats also saw their 
support rise by one point 
to 14 per cent. 

Tory strategists attributed 
their party’s improvement 
to a “return to the fold” 
amid good economic re- 
sults and the recent annual 
party congress which man- 
aged to paper over the 
cracks on membership of 
the European Union. 

They expressed quiet 
optimism for the general 
elections which must be 
held by May next year. 

A year ago Labour had a 
30-point advance on the 
Conservatives. 

Mr. Blair is still by far the 
most popular leader, with 39 
per cent of respondents see- 
ing him as strong, understan- 
ding the concerns of ordi- 
nary people and with good 
ideas to make the country a 
better place to live in. 


*Pr. -iJPJuMbI 







- V • . 1 ■ 

liKife 


mm 


r. 








wm 





, * **.'*• 






mSn 




fp 1 


« 












Hundreds of demonstrators stage a protest march in Hong Kong displaying a huge 
portrait of detained Chinese dissident Wang Dan Sunday. Protesters are demanding 
that Beijing release Chinese dissidents including Mr. Wang who is expected to be 
charged with plotting to overthrow the government (Reuter photo) 

Hong Kong activists demand 
freedom for Chinese dissident 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Several: hundred- pro-de- 
mocracy activists in Hong 
.Kong held a protest demon- 
stration Sunday, demand- 
ing freedom for top Chinese 
dissident Wang Dan, cur- 
rently facing subversion 
charges. 

The activists of the Hong 
Kong alliance in support of 
patriotic movements in 
China marched from near 
the British-ruled territory’s 
legislature to the office of 
Xinhua news agency, Chi- 
na's de-facto mission here. 

“We are enraged at the 
intended prosecution of 
Wang Dan on the subersion 
charge and so would like to 
express our anger and con- 
cern,” alliance spokesman 
Lee Cheuk-Yan said. 

He said 800 people took 
part in the march. 

They pasted a letter de- 
manding the release of Mr. 
Wang, Wei Jingsheng and 
other Chinese dissidents at 
the door of Xinhua, whose 


officials rarely receive peti- 
tions in person. 

Earlier Sunday, a senior 
Hong Kong politician 
whose views lean towards 
Beijing challenged the 
Chinese government to 
come up with proof that 
Mr. Wang was guilty of sub- 
version. 

Alien Lee. chairman of 
the Liberal Party, a pro- 
business party critical of 
the democracy reforms of 
Governor Chris Patten, said 
China’s recent actions 
against prominent dissi- 
dents had had a negative 
impact on public opinion in 
Hong Kong. 

“The escape of Wang 
Xizhe and the arrests of 
Wang Dan and Liu Xiaobo 
certainly influence Hong 
Kong people’s thinking," 
Mr. Lee told the govern- 
ment-run radio station 
RTHK. 

“Were these dissidents 
only critical of the Chinese 
leaders or did they collabo- 


rate ... with a view to over- 
turning the Chinese govern- 
ment? Are their activities 
subversive?" 

He added: "Mr. Deng 
Xiaoping said that the Com- 
munist Party is not fearful 
of criticism. Therefore I call 
on the Chinese government 
to provide evidence of sub- 
version." 

Charges, including acts of 
subversion and "counter- 
revolution." were filed 
against Wang Dan. a student 
leader in the 1989 pro- 
democracy movement, on 
Oct. 7. His trial is believed 
to be imminent. 

Wang Xizhe fled China 
through Hong Kong on 
October 12, and then flew 
to the United States. 

He was co-author, with 
Liu Xiaobo. of a letter that 
attacked President Jiang 
Zemin and called for self- 
determination for Tibet 

Mr. Liu was sentenced to 
a three-year term in a labour 
camp earlier this month. 


Albanians vote under world scrutiny 


TIRANA (R) — Albanians 
started voting Sunday in 
local government ballots 
seen by the West as a fresh 
test of the Balkan nation's 
commitment to democracy 
five months after a contro- 
versial general election. 

President Sali Berisha’s 
ruling Democratic Party 
and the opposition 
Socialists both cam- 
paigned hard to persuade 
the 2.2 million voters that 
their policies offered the 
best prospects for 
Albania's towns and com- 
munes. 

Polls close at 9:00 p.m, 
(1900 GMT). Candidates 
from 26 parties were fight- 
ing for influence in 64 
town councils. 36 district 
councils and 310 com- 
munes. 

But only the Socialists, 
reformed heirs to the 
Communists, could really 
expect to challenge the 
conservative Democrats’ 
grip on power, strength- 
ened by a disputed general 
election in May and June. 

“The Democratic Party 
— a certain victory.” ran 
the headline in the govern- 
nier| t s Rilindja 

Demokrarike newspaper. 

“The people’s free vote 
will overcome manipula- 
tion and violence.” said 
their rival publication, the 


Socialist Party daily Zeri I 
Popullit. 

Most opposition parties, 
including the Socialists, 
withdrew from the general 
elections alleging ballot- 
rigging and intimidation 
— charges upheld by 
some international 

observers. 

President Berisha. a 
heart-surgeon turned 
politician, declared the 
local polls would “defi- 
nitely be free and fair” as 
he cast his vote near his 
Tirana apartment. 

“I would like to invite all 
Albanian electors to 
devote one hour from their 
precious time to Albania,” 
said Mr. Berisha, who later 
walked to his office under 
a cloudy sky. 

The United States and 
the European Union have 
sent a clear signal to Mr. 
Berisha’s conservative 
government that they will 
watch the local polls 
closely for signs that 
Albania is conforming to 
democratic norms. 

The Central Elections 
Commission said it had 
authorised 303 interna- 
tional observers to monitor 
Sunday’s vote. 

The "Council of Europe, 
which is responsible for 
monitoring coordination, 
praised the level of techni- 


cal cooperation and said it 
hoped the elections would 
run smoothly. 

But over the weekend 
the Democrats and the 
Socialists accused one 
another of attempting to 
obstruct a fair vote. 

The Socialists alleged 
the government had tried 
to exclude its officials 
from preparations for the 
ballot. Conservative press 
claimed the socialists were 
intent on boycotting pro- 
ceedings. 

“The immunity of everv- 
one s vote is more impor- 
tant than the victory of this 
or that party, the riaht or 
the left." wrote Albania’s 
biggest daily Koha Jone in 
an appeal for cairn. 

Final results were not 
expected before the mid- 
dle of the week, but the 
U.S. republican institute 
will hold an exit poll i n 

cooperation with Albania's 
Pikpm'ja Shqiptare 
Foundation. 

The toughest fight j s 
expected in Tirana where 
all parties have put for- 
ward heavyweight candi- 
dates for the post of 
mayor, held by the 
Democrats for the pasl 
four years. 


Japanese eropt^ 
celebrates G2hjjf$- 
birthday 

TOKYO < AFP) — i 
Empress Michileo cefcb$ak 
ed her 62nd birtfcfof 
Sunday saying she hepaJ 
the royal family couftgHie 
the country “relief Vaiid 
joy.” Empress MkJafo 
said the past year had sect 
difficult times ucIikBid^^- 
outbreak of the 
colon bacillus which ieffff. 
people dead and more than 

9.000 people ill during flit 
summer. “For tire past 
there were many concefts 
which threatened the sa^ 
of people's life,” Enipiiss 
Michiko. the wife of Effi- 
peror Akihito. said i^j* 
statement. “I hope the 
family can provide people 
with relief and joy," 
said. Empress Michiko 
fused to comment on 
future of her 27-year-old 
daughter. Non. who is the 
only unmarried child in tbp 
family. “I wish the futon*'* 
of Non to be full of hagn-~ 
ness." she said. 

Kennedy Space 
Centre opens 
doors to fans 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Flo- 
rida (R) — The Kennedy 
Space Centre threw open 
its doors to the pebfc 
Saturday for the first open 
house in its 30-year history. 
Between 30.000 aol 

40.000 visitors were able to 
drive along the same road 
taken by astronauts on 
launch days right up to the 
space shuttle Columbia, 
sitting on launch pad 39B. 

“I can’t believe how old it 
looks.” said Dahlia Marks 
of Orlando, Florida. If l 
was getting on a Delta jet" ' 
that looked like that I'm! 
not sure I’d want to.” ; 
Columbia made its first j 
flight in 1981 and is the ! 
oldest shuttle in the fleet j 
The wear and tear from its ] 
numerous lift-offs and re- ! 
entries was obvious to visi- j 
tors but is not usually seen j 
in television -pictures. ; 
Visitors could drive their 
cars on die shuttle landing 
strip and’wander about in 
the mammoth Vehicle As- 
sembly Building (VAB). 
The VAB, built in the 
1960s to house the Saturn 5 
moon rockets, is one of the 
largest buildings in the 
world. 

Prince Philip has 
skin tumour /- 
operation 

LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Philip. 75, husband of 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth 
n. had an operation last 
week to remove a small 
skin tumour on the face, 
the Sunday Times reported. 
Quoting a source close to 
the royal family, the paper 
said analysis of the tissue 
removed from under (be 
right eye had revealed 
nothing malignant The 
prince appeared in public 
Thursday with a bandage 
on the side of his nose, giv- 
ing rise to speculation that 
he had hurt himself in his 
favourite pastime of car- 
riage driving. “Basically- 
they scraped away some 
skin to be on the safe side," 
the source said, adding that 
the prince was in good spl- 
its and had left LondM 
Saturday as planned toffflv, 
side at the Berlin corns’^ ) 
ence of the Woridftd?' 
Fund for Nature Sunday 

Boar which broke 
into Polish police 
HQ killed £ j 

WARSAW (R) — . P0&* V 
tracked down and .sheHJ V 
wild boar which brakfcP 0 % 
their regional headquit^ 15 ^ 
in the southeastern PQ&* 1 
city of Lublin, pag* 
Radio Zet reportedly® f 
the boar smashed the ;* 
of one locked door t®® 6 £ 
building Thursday 
got in through an opeo^* ^ 
and left after knodansgr \ , 
furniture in a waitin^^S^ : j\ 
“In the morning 
launched a seochrfj '!:» 
found the animal in 4^r h. 
across the road, w J§§|y S, 
had bitten a . 

terrified owner 
children had ban^^l 
herself in her 1 ^ 

the radio’s Lublin 
Police killed theTxpsF 8 !^' 
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^ ["f 5 P? 55 trough a flooded road in New York Saturday. A heavy storm dumped more than eight inch- 

. 1 '■'■Mi ih t f® ^ . 01 01 ™ ln P°J5P" S of the New Yurk City-New Jersey metropolitan area, causing at least one death and 
n i> « h. i..ii ; T? 3 ^^ "2?™. « ? n . w, '° 00 homes without electricity. The same storm caused the first game of the World Series with 
New York Yankees and Atlanta Braves* to be called off (Reuter photo) ■ 
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1 dead, hundreds evacuated after storm hits New York 
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NEW YORK (Rj — A 
heavy storm dumped more 
than eight inches (20 cm) of 
rain io portions of the New 
York City-New Jersey met- 
ropolitan area, causing at 
least one death and leaving 
more than 100.000 homes 
without electricity, officials 
said early Sunday. 

A 12-year-old boy in 
Babylon. Long Island died 
when a tree uprooted by ihe 
storm fell on him. and about 
400 people were evacuated 
as a precaution against 
flooding, officials said. 

Thousands more area res- 
idents were also preparing 
to evacuate coastal areas. 
•. j U;'b- where flooding is expected 
i): u» 'by early Sunday. 

* .'4i ‘The storm actually de- 
,J. * veloped on top of us. It 
i jr r j , came from nowhere. It ac- 


tually formed right on top 
of New York City." said Joe 
Goudsward a meteorolo- 
gist with the National 
Weather Service. 

He said the storm system 
wav **cut off' from the pre- 
vailing wind flow so there 
was nothing to push it out 
of the city. "It just sat there, 
drifting very, very slowly to 
the north." he said. "That's 
why the city got dumped on 
so heavily." 

The heaviest rain began 
pushing into Connecticut 
around midnight <0400 
GMT), he said. 

The rain left a record 4.22 
inches (10.7 cm) in Central 
Park. Laguardia Airport got 
just over four inches (10.1 
cm) of rain and Gillette, 
New Jersey, got 8.63 inches 
<21.9 cm) in one dav, the 


National Weather Service 
said. 

The vicious storm brought 
dangerous flooding, washed 
out roads, closed major 
bridges and ripped trees 
from their roots. 

Nearly 400 people in the 
area were spending the 
night at 20 evacuation cen- 
tres. with more arrivals ex- 
pected as road closures and 
high rides start to arrive, 
said Heather Ringwait. a 
spokeswoman for the Red 
Cross. "We expect the worst 
about 3 a.m. (0700 GMT) 
when the tide is expected to 
rise.'* she said. 

The torrential rains were a 
nightmare for motorists as 
cars, stalled because of the 
high waters, made it diffi- 
cult to travel across the city. 
During the day, visibility' on 


some roads was. reduced to 
zero. 

Contributing to the grim 
traffic problem was the clo- 
sure for at least several 
hours Saturday of sections 
of the Lone Island express- 
way, the Garden State 
Parkway in New Jersey and 
other major roads because 
of heavy flooding. 

Laguardia Airport re- 
mained closed until noon 
Sunday as a result of a 
Delta Air Lines jet skidding 
off the runway just short of 
Flushing Bay Saturday 
afternoon. 

Newark Airport had no 
departure delays because of 
the storm but reported up to 
one hour arrival delays. 
John F. Kennedy Internatio- 
nal Airport had no extensive 
delays. 
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500 dissident Khmer Rouge 
troops parade in show of unity 
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.1 . ,SlS>OPHON, Cainbodia (R) 

... " — ATbout 500 Khmer Rouge- 

dissidents paraded in 
Cambodian military uni- 
form Sunday, but the show 
of martial unity was marred 
by differences over control 
of the breakaway troops. 

Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF) generals 
told Reuters Sunday that a 
total of over 3.000 soldiers 
■jrom Khmer Rouge divi- 
. sions 5 1 8 and 5 1 9 who were 
Operation joining government forces. 

The 500 attending the cer- 
• \ ,F- emony about 350 kms 

-i northwest of Phnom Penh 

L- represented the 3.000 loyal 

to Ieng Sarv, a Khmer 
Rouge leader who broke 
with hardliners in August. 

.. .. : About 1,500 family mem- 

bers would also join the 
- ' government side, the gener- 

' ! » als said. 

But Prum Su, Khmer 
; Rouge commander of 518 

and 519 divisions, said the 
r "T change of uniform and the 


parade did not mean his 
forces were integrating into 
the government forces” 

“It's not an integration 
ceremony,” he said. “It's a 
ceremony to recognise our 
movement." he added. 

He said integration of his 
troops into the armed forces 
could be expected soon but 
it had not happened yet. 

RCAF General Turn 
Sombot said, “they changed 
their uniforms. Starting 
from today ... They are 
RCAF." 

The ceremony included a 
banquet and parade. The 
breakaway rebels, some as 
young as 15 years old, 
seemed overwhelmed as 
beer and food was served to 
them at provincial govern- 
ment offices to the music of 
a live band playing pop 
music. 

One 30-year-old soldier 
told Reuters he had joined 
the dissident formation 
because he tired of fight- 


ing. 

Talks are underway 
between the government 
and representatives of leng 
Sary’s faction to try and 
broker a deal on national 
reconciliation. 

Mr. leng Sarv, who in 
August led thousands to 
defect from hardliners loyal 
to Pol Pol has been negoti- 
ating with the government 
since September when King 
Norodom Sihanouk granted 
him an amnesty from a 
1979 death sentence. • 

Mr. leng Sary was sen- 
tenced to death in absentia 
for his role in the genocide 
carried out by Cambodia's 
Khmer Rouge rulers 
between 1975 and 1979. 

He was one of Pol Pot’s 
lieutenants and foreign min- 
ister during Khmer Rouge 
rule when more than one 
million Cambodians were 
executed or died from star- 
vation in rural labour 
camps. 


Chechen separatists ready 
to work with new envoy 
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MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
separatist leaders have wel- 
comed assurances by 
Russia's new envoy to the 
"ygion that he backs the 
peace deal signed by ousted 
Security Chief Alexander 
Lebed, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Sunday. 

Akhmed Zakayev, securi- 
ty aide to the separatist 
leadership told TASS the 
statements by Ivan Rybkin 
had made the Chechen sep- 
aratists optimistic and had 
been greeted positively in 
the republic. 

Mr. Rybkin, appointed 
Saturday to replace Gen. 
Lebed as secretary of 
President Boris Yeltsin s 
Security Council and_ his 
envoy "to Chechenya, indi- 
cated that he would contin- 


ue Gen. Lebed's efforts to 
bring peace to the region, 
tom”by 21 months of fight- 
ing. 

“I am a convinced sup- 
porter of peace agreements 
in Chechenya and will do 
everything to get out of the 
crisis.” Mr. Rybkin told 
RIA news agency. 

Gen. Lebed’s deal, signed 
with separatist leaders in 
August, has come under fire 
in Moscow for giving too 
much, away to the sepa- 
ratists, who are consolidat- 
ing their power over the' 
breakaway region as 
Russian troops withdraw 
under the deal. 

"We are ready for cooper- 
ation and close woridng 
contacts with Ivan Rybkin 
and any Russian official 


sincerely interested in the 
re-establishment of stable 
peace in the region," TASS 
quoted Mr. Zakayev as say- 
ing. 

Former rebel Chief of 
Staff Aslan Maskhadov. 
appointed prime minister by 
the separatists Saturday, 
was more cautious. 

“We will judge (Rybkin) 
by his actions." he told 
TASS. 

Gen. Lebed. ousted 
Thursday for making waves 
in the Kremlin, said his 
departure jeopardised the 
shaky peace in Chechenya. 
He added that Mr. Rybkin 
would be unable to secure a 
permanent end to the con- 
flicL which has cost tens of 
thousands of lives. 


Nicaraguans to vote for president 

MANAGUA <R) — Nicaraguans vote for 
president Sunday in a passionate, polarised 
election that pits a right-wing populist against 
-'^e Sandinista ruler who led the counhy 
f&ough revolution and war in the 1980s. 

The battle fought at the ballot box parallels 
the struggle that has wrenched Nicaragua for 
much of this century- 

The two leadine candidates are Amoldo 


Aleman of the Liberal Alliance, whose back- 
ers include exiles once firmly allied to a right- 
wing dictatorship, and Daniel Ortega, who led 
Nicaragua's Marxist revolutionary govern- 
ment from 1979-1990. 

A daunting 23 candidates were on the pres- 
idential ballot, most of them from centrist par- 
ties only expected to muster a small poruon of 
the vote. 


Bangladesh 
ex-president 
Ershad gets 
bail again 

DHAKA <R) — Bangla- 
desh’s jailed former Presi- 
dent Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad has been granted 
bail in five cases of corrup- 
tion and misuse of power, 
but has a long way to go 
before winning his free- 
dom, his lawyers said 
Sunday. 

They said the retired 
army general obtained his 
latest bail in a lower court 
Saturday, his fifth since 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina took power in June. 

Gen. Ershad’s Jatiya 
Party supported Ms. Has- 
ina's Awami League to 
form the government after 
the last election, and 
vowed to work together for 
strengthening democracy. 

A lower court Saturday 
gave Gen. Ershad bail on 
charges that he had illegal- 
ly allotted a state-owned 
house to his Jatiya Party, 
his lawyers said. 

The lawyers said Gen. 
Ershad, who seized power 
in a bloodless coup in 1982 
and was deposed in an 
1990, faced 17 more cor- 
ruption charges. 

All the charges against 
Gen. Ershad were filed by 
the government of former 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia. 

Gen. Ershad had been in 
the Dhaka Central Jail 
since the middle of 1991 
but was granted parole to 
attend parliament after he 
was elected a member of 
parliament in the June gen- 
eral election. 

For the last two months 
Gen. Ershad has been liv- 
ing in a sub-jail set up near 
the parliament house, and 
fighting for bail in all the 
coses. 

Khaleda's Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
alleged Saturday that Ms. 
Hasina’s government had 
reached an unwritten deal 
with Jatiya for setting Gen. 
Ershad free in return for 
his party’s support. 

Awami sources dis- 
missed the charge, saying 
the law will take its own 
course. 

Gen. Ershad was sen- 
tenced to 23 years of 
imprisonment in four cases 
for keeping illegal firearms 
and corruption. 
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Japan exit polls forecast 
LDP misses maj’ority 


TOKYO (R) — Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to's Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) appeared set to 
fail Sunday in its bid to win 
a clear majority in Japan's 
general election, television 
exit polls said. 

But political analysts said 
even if it failed to win an 
outright victory, the Idp was 
likely to continue to rale by 
sharing power in another 
coalition government. 

Japan's authoritative 
NHK public television said 
the LDP was heading for a 
tally of around 240 seats, 
with a minimum of 251 
required for a clear majori- 
ty. But it said there was a 
chance that the LDP might 
scrape home with a majori- 
ty. NHK polled 410.000 
voters in its exit polls. 

“We were aiming to get at 
least 235 seats, and the exit 
polls surely point in that 
direction." said LDP cam- 
paign Manager Katsuhiko 
Shirakawa. 

In another exit poll of 
300.000 voters. Nippon 
Television <NTVj said Mr. 
Hashimoto's party would 
fall well short of an outright 
majority', with only around 
237 seats. 

Figures also showed that 
turnout would likely be a 
record low. a sign of what 
political analysts say is inc- 
reasing disillusion among 
the voters with all the par- 
ties 

- In the outgoing parlia- 
ment the conservative LDP 
held 211 seats in a 511-sear 
lower house and governed 
in a coalition with the So- 
cial Democrats and Sakiga- 
ke, an LDP splinter group. 

Mr. Hashimoto took over 
as prime minister last 
January and called the elec- 



A young woman, holding a dog, casts her ballot for the 
general elections at a Tokyo polling station Sunday. 
Japanese voters were slow to go to the polls Sunday in 
general elections which Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto hoped would end coalition rule and return 
his Liberal Democratic Party to sole power (Renter 
photo) 


tibn four weeks ago. 

The main opposition 
grouping Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party), which held 
160 seats in the outgoing 
parliamenL was forecast to 
either maintain its strength 
or lose a few seats, with the 
other seats split among 
other liberal parties. 

The polls said the fledg- 
ling Democratic Party, 
formed only last month with 
52 lower house defectors 
from the Social Democrats 


and Sakigoke, was expected 
lu maintain its numbers. 

The only clear winner ap- 
peared to be the Japan Com- 
munist Party, which exit 
polls said could increase its 
seats to 25 from 1 5. 

Sunday's vote for a 500- 
seat lower house in a 
revised electoral system 
was the first general elec- 
tion since 1993. when the 
pro-business LDP lost irs 
3S-yenr unbroken grip on 
power, ushering in a period 


of coalition rale. 

Election officials said vot- 
ers stayed away from the 
polls in record numbers, 
with rhe turnout about 60 
per cent, nearly seven per- 
centage points worse than 
1 993 "s record low. 

“I'm worried about the 
voting turnout. We did the 
best we could." Mr. Hashi- 
moto had told reporters in 
his first public appearance 
on election day. 

Political leaders had 
described the election as a 
“landmark" and "turning 
point" because the four-year 
term for the lower house 
means the new government 
is likely to lead Japan into 
the 2 1st century. 

The election was held 
nearly one year ahead of 
schedule because of Mr. 
Hashimoto's belief that he 
could win sole power for 
the LDP amid an improving 
economy and success in 
cooling down opposition to 
the presence of U.S. troops 
in Okinawa. 

A record 1.503 candidates 
from nine parties contested 
the poll. The new svsiem. in 
which multi-seat con- 
stituencies were abolished, 
was intended to foster de- 
bate on larger policy issues 
and root out efforts by can- 
didates to appeal to voters 
with promises of lavish 
spending on local projects. 

Voters elected 300 single- 
seat candidates, while 200 
seats were decided by pro- 
portional representation. 

In the main policy differ- 
ence. Shinshinto opposed 
an LDP plan to raise the 
sales tax to five per cent 
from three per cent next 
April and said it would 
freeze the sales tax and cur 
income tax. 


Sri Lanka mounts anti-Tiger offensive 


'coLo'mbo ; 

. Security forces bombed a 
key ' Tahiti ' Tiger base in 
northern Sri Lanka as rebels 
elsewhere torched a wildlife 
bungalow and tried to sabo- 
tage a telephone exchange, 
officials said Sunday. 

The air force bombed the 
"Sea Tiger" bases of the 
separatist Liberatio n Tig ers 
Of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 
the coastal ChundikkuJam 
Bird Sanctuary -region over 
the weekend, officials said. 

There said damage to the 
guerrillas’ facilities was 
believed to be high but no 
details were immediately 
known. 

The long-range attacks 
came as police shot dead a 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla who 
was about to bomb a key 
telephone exchange in 
north-eastern Sri Lanka, 
local officials said. 

Sentries opened fire when 
two members of the LTTE 
approached the new 200- 
line telephone exchange at 


' Kixuuya in the TrincomaJee 
district Saturday. 

“One Tiger was killed and 
his body was recovered by 
the police together with 
explosives he was carrying 
to blow up the exchange,” 
said an official in Trincoma- 
lee, 257 kilometres north- 
east of here. 

Two days earlier, a police- 
man was killed while defen- 
ding another telephone 
exchange in the same dis- 
tricL officials said adding 
that the Tigers had stepped 
up attacks against basic 
infrastructure in the region. 

The defence ministry said 
a total of three rebels and a 
soldier were killed in three 
other clashes in the island’s 
north-east Saturday. 

In south-eastern Sri 
Lanka, a search was under- 
way for Tamil guerrillas 
who torched a bungalow 
inside a wildlife sanctuary 
and escaped with six vehi- 
cles. police and local offi- 
cials said. 


Six meu stormed the Pata- 
nagala bungalow- in the Yala 
Wildlife Park Saturday and 
carried out the arson attack, 
officials said adding the 22 
local holidaymakers staying 
there were unharmed. 

“Six vehicles have been 
taken away by the attack- 
ers," the region's chief po- 
lice officer. Deputy Inspec- 
tor-General Naim Delgoda 
said by telephone. 

One holidaymaker at the 
Paranagala bungalow, Des- 
mond Ludawyke, said the 
guerrillas ordered them 
from the bungalow before 
setting it ablaze. 

The terrified wildlife en- 
thusiasts, some in their 
night clothes, rushed to a 
local police station to raise 
the alarm, police officials 
said by telephone from 
Tissamaharama. 14 kilome- 
tres from the Yala 
Sanctuary. 

The victims and police 
said they believed the raid 
was carried out bv the LTTE 


which is known to have 
infiltrated the: region. The 

S :n. dressedin camou- 
dothes! carried gre- 
nades and automatic rifles. 

There have been similar 
attacks against two other 
bungalows in the park in 
recent months as security 
forces stepped up attacks 
against the Itte in the neigh- 
bouring eastern regions. 

The latest attack came as 
Energy Minister Anuruddha 
Ratwarte was visiting Tissa- 
maharama. 

Gen. Ratwarte. who is 
also the junior minister for 
defence and is responsible 
for the militar y drive 
against the LTTE, has said 
that troops were preparing 
for a jungle war with the 
Tigers. 

Security forces have also 
said they were bracing for a 
protracted jungle war with 
the Tigers who are fighting 
to establish an independent 
homeland called Eelam in 
the island’s north-east- 


Hurricane Lili deals severe blow to Cuban crops 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban 
authorities counted the 
cost of Hurricane Lili 
Saturday, saying the 
storm had damaged 
thousands of homes and 
destroyed crops ranging 
from sugar cane to cit- 
rus fruits. 

President Fidel Castro 
said the hurricane had 
dealt a big blow to the 
island. 

The storm swept over 
the Communist-ruled 
nation Thursday night 
and Friday, dumping 
torrential rains over 
central and western 
areas before moving 
northeast to the Baha- 
mas. 

No casualties were re- 
ported- 

But the damage to 
crops, particularly su- 
gar cane, and to proper- 
ty threatens a big set- 
back to Cuba’s fragile 
economy, struggling to 
emerge from crisis 
caused by the collapse of 
the island's old econom- 
ic partner the former 
Soviet Union. 

State a media, vastly 
increasing initial figures 
as fresh information 
came in, said more than 
3,000 homes had been 


completely destroyed 
and 26,000 had suffered 
some damage in the 
storm. 

The central province 
of Cienfuegos was the 
worst hit, with some 
2,000 homes destroyed 
and damage to crops 
including vegetables and 
coffee. 

Residents of that pro- 
vince were still witnout 
electric power Saturday 
because of damage to a 
local i>ower planL 

President Castro, who 
has toured a series of 
spots hit by the storm, 
was quoted by state 
media as saying the hur- 
ricane had dealt “severe 
blows,” But he added 
the fact there were no 
deaths was a victory for 
citizens who had pre- 
pared well for the storm. 

President Castro, 
speaking in Cienfuegos, 
said priority should be 
given to restoring power. 
Apart from Cienfuegos, 
many other parts of cen- 
tral and western Cuba 
were still without power. 

Overall figures were 
not issued yet for dam- 
age to sugar cane, but 
figures from several 
provinces suggested the 


coming harvest could be 
affected. 

AIN state news agency 
said some 165,000 acres 
(66,700 hectares) of cane 
were damaged in 
Havana province, nearly 
three quarters of the 
total cane sown in the 
province. 

In M a Luizas province, 
authorities said 363.000 
acres < 146,900 hectares) 
of cane had been affect- 
ed. 

The 1996-97 harvest is 
due to start in Decem- 
ber, with authorities 
seeking production of 
more than five million 
tonnes, following pro- 
duction of 4.5 million 
tonnes in 1995-96. 

This last harvest halt- 
ed a steady decline in the 
sector since the early 
1990s and Cuba is des- 
perate to continue the 
recuperation of the sec- 
tor. 

In. another blow for 
foreign exchange earn- 
ings, the huge citrus 
growing area of Jaguey 
Grande in Matanzas 
took a battering. Autho- 
rities said some 120,000 
tonnes of fruit had been 
blow n to the ground. 

Farm workers on the 


Isle of Youth to the south 
of mainland Cuba were 
trying to recover some 
15,000 tonnes of citrus 
fruit on the ground. 

Prensa Latina news 
agency said that other 
crops affected included 
bananas, tobacco, rice, 
coffee and vegetables. 

The national assembly 
postponed a session that 
had been due to start 
next Friday. Parliamen- 
tary President Ricardo 
Alarcon said the suspen- 
sion was because new 
priorities had arisen. 

International flights to 
and from Cuba, sus- 
pended Thursday night 
were resumed Friday 
afternoon. 

Hurricane Lili caused 
wind gusts of up to 180 
kph (110 mph) in 
Cienfuegos and dumped 
torrential rains over 
much of the country. 
The heaviest rainfall 
was 445 mm (17 inches) 
in 24 hours recorded at 
Topes De Collantes in 
the Escambray moun- 
tains east of Cienfuegos. 
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! Democracy, in ups and downs 

I THE JUST-RELEASED “emergency” report of the 
Arab Organisation for Human Rights (AOHR) lev- 
els serious accusations against the government’s 
handling of the human rights situation in Jordan. It 
alleges that the government has "registered the 
worst record on human rights since the democrati- 
zation process began in 1989 1 " and calls for the 
“return to the jurisdiction of the law” in handling 
such cases. The report chronicles a variety of 
charges against the authorities ranging from allega- 
tions of torture and arbitrary arrests to the denial 
of freedom of expression. But the overall tone of the 
report steins from the assertion that opposition to 
the government's political and economic policies, 
i especially since the hike in bread prices was intro- 
j duced. had led to a rapid deterioration in the deli- 
cate balance that existed during the past several 
years. 

A first reading of these accusations gives us the 
impression that all is not well with our democratisa- 
tion process, and we might as well ask the same 
question but within a different context 
While it is true that the foundation of any genuine 
democracy is respect for human rights and public 
freedoms, is it not also true that violations do occur 
in the oldest systems of democracy and that we were 
never at the point of perfection in our democratic 
practices, especially during times of crisis? While we 
are in no way justifying any wrongdoing by the gov- 
ernment itself or opposition political groups, we 
have to be fair and candid enough to note that there 
have always been and there will continue to be ups 
and downs in the long road of any country's march 
towards perfection. The fact that AOHR was estab- 
lished and continues to operate in the manner it dis- 
played yesterday means that at the very least Jordan 
! •remains on target in search of democracy and polit- 
ical pluralism. The other obvious fact that a senior 
official at the General Intelligence Department 
(GID) has responded to the report is another indica- 
tion cf the Kingdom’s seriousness in this regard. 

In rebutting the accusations levelled by AOHR, the 
GID official proposed that the alleged victims of 
torture go to courts to prove their claims, which is 
vet another sign of the authorities' determination to 
be held accountable for whatever actions attributed 
to them. 

What we have before us now is a list of serious 
charges from a human rights group and a list of 
equally serious replies from the main department 
concerned with internal security in the country. It is 
the established policy in almost all advanced democ- 
racies to launch an investigation by a high-ribbon 
committee whenever there are charges of grave con- 
sequences against the government in office. AOHR 
can probably be faulted in its submissions, since it 
also stands accused of associating itself with politi- 
cal groups which oppose official policies across the 
board, just as much as the government is faulted for 
being unable or unwilling to meet with the group 
and discuss those charges with them, directly and 
unabashedly. 

With such scenarios drawn out, in our minds at 
least, there might be no escape from the conclusion 
that the country needs to conduct an investigation of 
the human rights situation in the country by an 
independent group comprising people who are well- 
known in the Held and enjoy local and internation- 
al recognition. Alternatively, a special pardon by His 
Majesty King Hussein of those detained since the 
bread riots erupted in August, which is widely 
expected to be issued by the middle of next month, 
might he the right step to open a new page and 
resume the truly democratic life that we all should 
he proud of. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE PROPONENTS of reconciliation and peace with 
the Zionist state in Egypt, Palestine and Jordan must 
have felt and still feel embarrassed by their position due 
to the hostile attitude towards the Arabs as manifested 
by the government of Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
Bassam Etnoush. a writer for Ai Ra’i. Describing Mr. 
Netanyahu as the mad man of Israel, for endangering 
the whole Middle East region, the writer said that the 
wise people in the countries neighbouring Israel ought 
to reexamine their position because it is unreasonable 
for them to continue counting on the behaviour of a 
mail or entrust their future to hardline Zionist bent on 
triggering war in this sensitive region. To beg Mr. 
Netanyahu to come back to reason and change his gov- 
ernment’s stand would do no good to the Arabs in gen- 
eral. and the Palestinians in particular, said the writer. 
The Egyptian. Palestinian and Jordanian leaders must 
definitely have alternative options and they are in a 
position to play winning cards, he said. For Jordan, the 
Wadi Araba treaty can bring no peace or security while- 
repression and occupation continues on the western 
-iijc of the river where rebellion against oppression and 
tyranny is far from over, according to the writer. He 
demanded a concerted effort and a collective action on 
the part of Arab states directly involved in the conflict 
with the Jewish state and the use of a language which 
would brine Mr. Netanyahu back to his senses. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


‘Prosperity is our choice’ 


DURING A seminar at Harvard University, the eminent 
professor, Dr. Michael Porter, guru and inventor of the- 
concept of “competitive advantage” and the inspirer of 
this article, repeatedly emphasised to the seminar partici-' 
pants that “Prosperity is your (nation's) choice.” He 
believes that a nation decides to be wealthy or poor. 
Becoming wealthy requires sacrifices and the willingness 
to change. Most significantly, prosperity cannot be given 
or loaned. It is created from within. 

Billions of dollars of foreign aid can pour into Jordan 
every year without making its people more prosperous. 
No one can give Jordan a prosperous future; it must 
acquire this future, envisioned first by its people, as it 
takes a place among the competitive nations of the world. 

How does a nation become prosperous? By finding out 
where the competitive strengths of its industries and com- 
panies lie: and by continuously upgrading these strengths, 
in order to compete more effectively in the global market 
Revenue is increased and employment is expanded by dif- 
ferentiating existing products or creating new competitive 
ones and enhancing cooperation and rivalry among com- 
panies. As labour moves up the ladder in terms of skill 
and knowledge, quality production becomes a natural out- 
come, wages rise and a prosperous economy is thus creat- 
ed. 

During the seminar. Dr. Porter listed practices that are 
typical of companies in developing countries. These 
habits are dangerous, poverty-creating practices and rep- 
resent a map to “what should not be done." or to “what 
should be undone.” 

The first poverty-creating practice is the protectionist 
economic approach which tends to want to solve the ail- 
ments of a country by imposing high tariffs on imports 
while subsidising certain exports. Why is this practice so 
bad? Because it increases prices of imports to domestic 
consumers, allows producers to reduce the quality of their 
products, and gives inefficient industries an access to gov- 
ernment funds that could be better spent on infrastructure 
and human development. As a result, business comes to 
view the government in a paternalistic manner. Rent- 
seeking (opportunism) and other bad practices flourish as 


quality, inventiveness and competitiveness fall. 

Frequent changes in government policy is second on the 
list of what should not be done if a nation is to prosper. 
Governments are usually forced into shifting policy to 
cover budget shortfalls or to please an angry constituency. 
Such a behaviour increases uncertainty in the economy 
and drives people to unethical practices such as the trade 
in government Insider information. 

Large-scale government job creation due to high levels 
of unemployment helps lower the quality of labour and its 
product. As a result, the government borrows to sustain an 
increasingly deteriorating knowledge base in both the fac- 
tor and product markets. Furthermore, the nation markets 
itself as a' hub for cheap labour to attract foreign invest- 
ment. which is clearly not the way to create prosperity. 
The only way forward in the twenty first century is 
through improving quality of production. 

Limited and shallow, unsophisticated financial markets 
lead to capital scarcity and high financial risks, thus mak- 
ing production even more expensive and restricting the 
ability of firms to expand. Firms, therefore, shy away 
from capital-intensive and knowledge-based production 
to labour-intensive and low’- know ledge products. With 
the absence of long-term financing, long-term investment 
become financed with short-term loans which further 
worsens the case for domestic industry empowerment. 
Minimal investment in machinery and equipment, 
increased dependence on foreign partners for technical 
skills and know-how and low productivity are all factors 
which conspire to further lower the competitiveness and 
w elfare of the nation. 

Jordan does not need foreign aid. it requires only self- 
aid. The competitiveness of our industries lies at the heart 
of the solution to the nation’s future. Changing the way 
we view business must lead us to changing the way we 
conduct business. We must not look to our assets as fixed 
but as growing, developing and continuously improving 
factors. And. most importantly, wealth creation starts first 
in the minds of all of us; it is in the collective will of the 
whole nation where the key to our future nests. 
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Education — key to Asia’s economic success 


MANY THEORIES about 
East Asian economic suc- 
cess are controversial. 
Economists argue about the 
importance of industrial 
policy. cultural critics 
debate the existence of 
“Asian values." But one 
explanation commands 
alm ost universal assent: an 
emphasis on education. 

The success that countries 
like South Korea and 
Taiwan make of educating 
their children is often held 
up as an example for poorer 
countries in South Asia and 
Africa. But international 
comparisons also regularly- 
show that East Asian chil- 
dren outperform their 
Western counterparts when 
tested on their knowledge 
of maths and science. In the 
1995 World Competitive- 
ness Report, Singapore and 
Taiwan were rated first and 
third on the ability of their 
educational systems to meet 
“the needs of a competitive 
economy." 

One of the most striking 
characteristics of countries 
like Taiwan, Singapore and 
South Korea has been their 
emphasis on raising the 
educational standards of the 
whole population rather 
than an elite. Moreover, 
those developing countries 
that invested heavily in pri- 
mary education have done 
much better economically 
than those that concentrated 
more on university educa- 
tion. In 1960, Pakistanis 
and South Koreans were 
about as rich as each other. 
But whereas just 30 per 
cent of Pakistani children 
were enrolled in primary 
schools, 94 per cent of 
South Koreans were. By the 
mid-1980s. South Korea's 
GDP per person was three 
times Pakistan's. Hard as it 
is to prove a direct connec- 
tion, the figures are certain- 
ly suggestive. 

But it is not just develop- 
ing countries that are look- 
ing to the East Asian tigers. 
In America and Britain in 
particular. education 
debates have recently been 
shaped by arguments about 
what Asians are doing right 
and Westerners are doing 
wrong. Tests of school- 
children seem to show that 
the best of the West match 
the achievements of suc- 
cessful Asian schoolchild- 
ren. The great weakness of 
the rich nations — and one 
of the reasons their test 
scores look so bad com- 
pared with the East Asians 
— is that many more 
Western children fail at 
school. These, the- failures, 
end up on the periphery of 
the labour market^nd often 
on the welfare rolls. That 
the wages of the unskilled 
in the West are falling 
steadily suggests that the 
social and budgetary costs 
of educational failure are 
certain to increase. 


Unlike South Asians and 
Latin Americans. 

Americans and Britons can- 
not blame their relative fail- 
ure on a lack of universal 
primary education. So some 
Westerners are inclined to 
shrug their shoulders and 
say that East Asian children 
are naturally more diligent 
or even more intelligent (a 
conclusion many Asians 
may quietly agree with). In 
any event, the achievements 
of Asian children brought 
up in the West suggest that 
cultural explanations, such 
as family support, may have 
a pan to play. The success 
of Asian-Araericans in 
gaining admission to elite 
universities like Harvard 
and the University of 
California has been so 
marked that it has provoked 
rows about discrimination 
against Asians, as the uni- 
versities attempt to main- 
tain an ethnic balance 
among their students. * 
Simply copying teaching 
methods may not compen- 
sate for cultural advantages 
like a deep commitment by 
parents to education. In 
South Korea. Taiwan and 
Japan, many children are 
sent to cramming schools in 
the evening to supplement 
their daily lessons. 
Examinations dominate the 
lives of the young far more 
than in the West This may 
not make adolescence much 
fun, but it probably raises 
test scores. 

The West is unlikely sud- 
denly to acquire Asians' 
cultural traits, but it may 
still be able to learn from 
the tigers. The most impres- 
sive characteristic of their 
education systems is the 
belief that everyone can and 
should succeed. It is expect- 
ed in Taiwan, for example, 
that every child will 
achieve a basic level of 
attainment by the age of 12. 
Classes in the first three or 
four years are of mixed 
ability. Those who fall 
behind are given special 
tuition in one-to-one catch- 
up classes. Primary schools 
tend to be much more alike 
in terms of the money spent 
on them, class sizes and 
exam results than in the 
West. The “sink school" is 
not something that exists in 
Taiwanese. 

Other factors may also 
contribute to the tigers’ suc- 
cess. Their children work 
harder, with more days in 
the school year and more 
hours in the school day. 
Educational objectives are 
kept to a minimum and 
there is little debate about 
the nature of subjects and 
much concentration on the 
absorption of facts. A daily 
report on each child’s 
progress is supplied to par- 
ents and the head teacher 
randomly inspects chil- 
dren’s homework to moni- 
tor their progress and the 


teacher's performance. 
Teachers ' enjoy consider- 
able respect and prestige 
and are relatively well paid, 
compared with their coun- 
terparts in the West. 

The Asian example is 
beginning to influence edu- 
cational policy in the West. 
It has helped, for example, 
to bring regular tests and 
whole-class teaching back 
into fashion in Britain. 
Ironically, though, some 
Asian educationalists are 
beginning to voice doubts 
about their own methods. 
The strength of their educa- 
tional .system, with its 
emphasis on discipline, 
facts and learning by rote, 
may also be its weakness. 

Some more advanced 
Asian countries, like Japan 
and Taiwan, are worried 
that current ways of doing 
things are stifling creativity 
and inventiveness among 
their students and that this 
may eventually carry an 
economic price. 

Manufacturing, with its 
emphasis on systems and 
teamwork, rewards the kind 
of disciplined and fact- 
filled students produced in 
the tigers. But what about 
the more creative service 
industries in which Asian 
countries currently lag 
behind America — like 
software design or enter- 
tainment? 

Yuan-Tseh Lee, who ’ 
chairs a commission cur- 
rently looking into educa- 
tional reform in Taiwan, is 
brutally critical of the exam 
system and its inability to 
identify and encourage 


original talent. Similarly. 
Professor Hiroyaki 

Yoshikawa. the president of 
Tokyo University, says that 
Japanese employers are 
increasingly complaining 
that new graduates are 
unable to think for them- 
selves. He laments that stu- 
dents returning from the 
West are at first full of 
enthusiasm and ideas, but 
that this rends to be soon 
crushed by the Japanese 
system. Creativity and inde- 
pendence. however, are not 
qualities that can be readily 
manufactured. A big shift 
may take decades. 

Meanwhile, educational 
priorities in the more-estab- 
lished tigers are now mov- 
ing towards higher educa- 
tion. Over 10 per cent 
American doctoral degrees 
in science and engineering 
in 1990 went to students 
from Taiwan. China and 
South Korea — a legitimate 
source of Asian pride, but 
also a comment on the state 
of universities back home. 
In 1991. in a league table 
comparing the proportions 
of 20-24-year-olds in higher 
education. South Korea was 
tenth, Singapore llth and 
Taiwan 20th, with Canada 
and the United States lead- 
ing the way. But change is 
on the way. Taiwan hopes to 
raise the share of its young 
who go to university from 
18 per cent now, to 30 per 
cent by 2000. As in the West, 
a huge university expansion is 
under way. As both East and 
West revamp their education 
systems, lessons will flow in 
both directions. 


LETTERS 

Innocent till proven guilty 

To the Editor: 

REFERRING TO the article "Kabariti visits riot-hit sta- 
dium” (Jordan Times. Oct. 20, 1996). kindly be 
informed that in a country like Jordan, where the issues 
of Arab unity and solidarity are holy matters, no one 
denies the fact that Jordanians have been and still are 
the backbone and strategic depth of our Palestinians 
brothers. 

I am stating this to flag a very dangerous statement in 
our newspaper regarding the rioL A statement like this 
one: “One witness said supporters of the Faisali Club 
then started chanting slogans in favour of the Israeli 
prime minister” is totally unacceptable and it is outra- 
geous to find it in a cover-page or an inside-page arti- 
cle. 

It needs more than one witness, in our faith, to con- 
demn a person: how many millions would it take for 
such a statement? 

Ali Ghezawi, 
Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomeslctters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con- 
tain the writer's full name and preferably address as 
welL Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return 
of unused manuscripts. 


By Waited M. Sadi 

Fair trial i* a principal feature of practical!) all human rights instrument 
and predicated on the supposition that once certain legal safeguard* 
provided and secured, people suspected of crime or misdemeanour wouW 
receive a fair trial. 

This presumption, however, remains flawed because in the final analy. 
sis. a human being serving as judge w ill have to render a judgement at 
juilt or innocent depending on his own assessment of the issues of fact, 
not to mention the issues of law. 

The bis question, in this contest, is whether it is humanly possible fat 
any “judge'' to be so objective, fair and detached from all forms of bias 
or prejudice as io make a just and correct ruling even when he or she is 
professional qualified. 

There are. of course, legal ground rules w hich will guide the arbiter is 
his dispensation of justice, but in the final analysis, the determination of 
the issues of fact rests with the personal convictions of the man orwotun 
sining on the bench. 

F .r* * 

The right of appeal provides for another opportunity for recourse to • 
adjudicate issues of law. as distinguished from issues of fact, bur even 
then, there is no absolute way of knowing if a court of appeals would 
make an absolutely correct ruling. 

As for the issues of fact, the task is even harder. Normally, the lower 
court will resolve one way or another this part of litigation and it is not op 
to the higher court to reopen these factual matters unless they are admit- 
ted and taken into consideration in a manner not consistent with the law, 
especially the law of evidence or the rules of procedure, etc. 

Due to the recognition of this limitation on the human ability to pass 
judgement on issues of fact in a fairly safe manner, some jurisdictions 
have developed the jury system to make the necessary deiermjnancn of 
what in fact had transpired. Last year's OJ. Simpson trial brought to fore, 
however, the frailties of the jury system of trial when 12 jurors returned a 
verdict of not guilt}* at a time when there was a wide spread conviction 
that the accused did commit the crime. 

The obvious constraint on the jury system was therefore borne out by 
the diametrically opposed “verdicts'' reached by the public on one hand 
and by the 1 2 jurors on the other. It can be argued, of course, that where- 
as the jury, which issued a verdict exonerating Mr. Simpson of the crime 
with which he was charged, was closer to the procedures of the trial than 
the people who were on the sidelines of die legal hassle when they incrim- 
inated him. Still the fact remains that die fate of Mr. Simpson was placed 
in the hands of 12 women and men whose own judgements must have 
been clouded by their own respective prejudices and biases. _ j 

Human frailties and racial considerations must have played a pan in h 
the jury's decision to believe one version of events that led to the kifling 
of Mrs. Simpson rather than the other. In the absence of direct evidence 
linking Mr. Simpson to the killing of his wife, the jury had to decipher cir- 
cumstantial pieces of evidence and come out convinced beyond reason- 
able doubt that the killer was the husband. The end result was that it was 
not humanly possible for jurors to detach themselves from subjective 
convictions, just as it is not humanly passible for one judge or even a 
three-man panel to be absolutely fair and objective. 

Back in the lore fifties, the University of Law in Chicago conducted a 
secrete, in-depth examination of the demerits of jury trials but ran np 
against a stiff wall of opposition from Washington which feared that die 
aim and purpose of the study was to undenhine die joW system. The US. 
constitution makes it a constitutional right for Americans to be jury 
judged when they stand accused of a wrongdoing. Nevertheless, the find- 
ings of the university, which managed to filter out to the public, docu- 
mented the long standing fears that the jury system does not provide for a 
fairer system of justice than non-jury trials. The only difference between 
the two procedures, it was established, is that a jury trial is much more 
expensive and considerably less efficient 
The necessary conclusion is dial there is no system of justice known to 
man that can assure absolute justice. Relative justice, yes but absolute 
justice is simply not humanly possible, no matter how sophisticated the 
system is. 

That is why human rights conventions and treaties strive to attain ^ 
maximum amount of justice in courts of law by insisting on mini mum 
safeguards that would minimise the margin of error and produce the opti- 
mum degree of fairness in trials. 

When the judges are qualified and enjoy a high moral repute, the dan- 
ger of error is reduced to a minimum. In order to assure these attributes, 
the state in question must be prepared to recruit the best in die judicial 
profession by providing not only adequate remuneration but also security, 
protection and independence. 

Early on in the era of Islam. Islamic jurisprudence produced exemplary 
standards of justice. Abu Hanifa (699-769 AD.) founded the Hanafi 
school which advocated an independent judiciary. Abu Hanifah was then 
associated with the dictum that “if justice is to be assured... the judiciary 
must be independent of the executive.” Abu Hanifa was credited with say- 
ing to his followers that “if the Caliph is guilty, of encroaching upon the 
rights of the people, the Chief Justice should make him submit to the rule 
of law.” 

It is also recorded that in declining repeated offers to make him a chief 
judge. Abu Hanifa ODce told the ruling Caliph that “none can be fit to 
become a judge unless he has the strength enough to impose the law on 
you, your princes and your commanders." He went on to say to the rul- 
ing Caliph that “I have not that strength in me. I cannot breathe easOy dll 
I go out of your presence.” to disqualify himself as head of the judicial 
system. 

When the laws of procedure and evidence are rigorously applied by the ( 
court of first instance, there is high probability that “justice” will be ren- 
dered. The less these and other relevant laws are obeyed the less is there 
a chance of obtaining “relative" justice. 

An accused persou must be provided with legal counsel as soon as he 
or she is detained. The legal advice must be genuine and of high standard. ^ 
Otherwise, it is not deemed sufficient for international human rights smn- V ' '■* 
dards which are binding on all states which have ratified or acceded to 
them. No person can be detained for a long time without being charged 
and cried. Duress m all its forms and shapes is obviouslv a taboo and aD 
evidence accumulated in violation or this rule would he struck down as 
i la&t le. Solitary confinement and incommunicado detentions ate 
generally viewed hy human rights otgamsations as a fonn of torane. Last 

tjurirai least the right of appeal is also sacrosanct. 

Admittedly, die pendulum in some jurisdictions has swung too ranch in 
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Emir opens Kuwaiti assembly 
with call for end to bickering 
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KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait’s emir on Sunday 
urged the government and 
new parliament to stop quar- 
relling over legislation as the 
crown prince warned that an 
"expamonisff Iraq remained 
a threat to national security. 

“It s very important thar we 
know the limits or - legislative 
and executive powers and 
don't continue quarrelling 
between us." the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad A1 
Sabah, said when he opened 
the parliament elected on 
Oct. 7. 

The last parliament or 
national assembly, which 
was dominated by the 
Islamist and liberal opposi- 
tion. was often at odds with 
pro- government deputies 
and the government over leg- 
islation. The new assembly 
has a majority of pro- govern- 
ment candidates. 

The emir also said the 
opposition was wasting its 
time calling for an end u> the 
crown prince's also holding 
on to the job of prime minis- 
ter. "We all know that this 
issue is the right of the emir 
alone." he said. 

The emir renamed the 
crown prince. Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah, as 
prime minister after the pre- 
vious government resigned 
in the wake of the parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Sheikh Saad delivered the 
emiri address to the parlia- 
ment in which he said con- 
cerns about Iraq and (he 
country's economy topped 
the list. 

"The continued moves and 
threats by the Iraqi regime 
still highlight its determina- 



Kuwait’s Emir Sheikh Jaber Ahmad A I Sabah (left) receives 
documents from Crown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad Abdullah Al Sabah after the opening session of the 
newly elected parliament (Reuters photo > 


lion to threaten the peace and 
security for our entire region 
and its aggressive and expan- 
sionist designs." he said. 

"The government will con- 
tinue to attach greatest 
importance to the 
international dimension of 
the security of the state of 
Kuwait." Sheikh Saad said, 
referring to defence pacts 
with the United States and 
other allies. 

"National security, both 
internal and external, will 
continue to head the govern- 
ment’s priorities, including 
building up the armed 
forces." he said. He also out- 
lined economic concerns. 

"Economic development 
faces urgent problems which 
we will iry to resolve with a 
plan to rectify the course of 
our economic activity." 
Sheikh Saad said, referring 
to a plan hacked by the 
International Monetary 
Fund. The plan includes var- 
ious sieps such as reducing 


inflation and culling the bud- 
gel deficit, reducing public 
finance, reforming the labour 
market and creating more 
private sector jobs, he said. 

Saadoun reelected 

An independent Kuwaiti 
politician narrowly heat a 
pro-government deputy to 
retain his post as speaker of 
parliament. 

Ahmad Saadoun. who has 
held the speaker's job in the 
last three assemblies, won 30 
votes against 29 votes for 
JuSsem Kharafi. a wealthy 
businessman backed by the 
government. 

Pro-government candidates 
won 30 of the SO seats in the 
new assembly which was 
elected tin Oct. 7. compared 
it) 16 for Muslim fundamen- 
talists and tour for liberals. 

The speaker is chosen by 
the parliament as well as cab- 
inet ministers who have a 
right to vote in parliament. 


■ Ex-detainees claim torture 


(Continued from page 1) 

days and arrested his uncle 
and father in order to force 
him to surrender to the author- 
. tries. .Mr. Majali was arrested 
and Jater charged. with attempt 
ing.vo topple ihe, govenpnem 
and held in solitary confine- 
ment at the GID prison. 

He claimed he was later 
moved from the GID prison to 
the Swaqa detention centre 
where he was subjected to 
physical torture and had his 
head shaved. 

Mr. Majali was released on a 
JD 10.000 bail after 52 days of 
detention, and was dismissed 
J from hts job at the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company. 

Nawas Shdeikat said he was 
arrested on Aug. 20 outside 


the anti-Zionism Office in 
Amman and released seven 
days later. 

He was rearrested on Aug. 
H and detained at the Gib 
. prison »here he staged an 
.ight-day hunger-strike. 

Mr. Shdeikai saiu lie was 
• later moved to Swaqa prison 
before being released after 25 
days in detention. 

The last alleged torture vic- 
tim also claimed being 
detained without any specific 
charges against him. subjected 
to physical torture and 
released on bail. 

The charges of torture were 
subsequently denied by offi- 
cials who said such allegations 
were “baseless” (see separate 
story). 

Despite the government 


denials. Islamic Action From 
Deputy Bassarn Emoush sup- 
ported the allegations “I per- 
sonally saw proof of (torture) 
on prisoners' bodies." he told 
the Jordan Times. 

Dr. ' Emoush also said' the 
'Security force's had/ in 1 limited 
cases, broken into die offices 
of political parties. He also 
charged that "these offices are 
being bugged on a regular 
basis." 

Deputy Emoush. the chair- 
man of the Public Freedoms 
Committee at the Lower 
House of Parliament, also 
claimed that many citizens had 
been detained. illegally 
charged with lese majeste 
because of their ideological 
and political beliefs that differ 
from that of the government. 


Group decries ‘curbs’ on freedom of expression 


Taleban order Kabul traffic 
police to shed ‘English’ ties 


(Continued Trom page I ) 

released or acquitted." Mr. 
Dahleh said. 

The AOHR report listed the 
names of the journalists who 
were arrested and released 
after questioning and others 
who were still in detention. 
These include Fahd Rimawi. 
Nahed Hattar. Fuad Hussein. 
Hilmi Asmar. Nayet' Tawara. 
Khaled Kassasbeh. Malek 
Athamneh. Namek AI Tal. 
Rakan .A) Sa’aydeh. Taha Abu 
Reden. Abdullah Abu Roman. 
Osama Rantisi and Olayan 
■ Olayan. 

Mr. Dahle attributed whai he 
described as a sharp decline in 
ihe authorities' tolerance 
towards differing points of 
‘ y view to opposition to the gov - 
* eminent s political and eco- 
nomic policies. 

Another violation of which 
ihe authorities were accused 
was the misuse or incorrect 
application of legislation “with 
the aim of violating the rights 
of some citizens or intimidat- 
ing them.” 

The report said that “the law 
most abused by (he authorities 
is the penal code specifically 
Article 195." 

‘This law was originally cre- 
ated to prevent slander ot His 
Majesty ihe King. But many 
citizens are detained on the 
charge of slander .... hence the 
organisation calls for either the 
cancellation of this code or its 
amendment...." the report said- 

Increased political opposi- 
tion lo the government's eco- 
nomic policies, one ot them 
being the recent increase irt 
, the prices Ilf bread. Hour and 
A, fodder, had led to arbitrary 
arrests, ii sjid. 

-The bread rims led the gov- 
ernment to take military mea- 
sures... using massive I nice 
auainsi civilians.. Security 


and military forces detained 
and questioned a large number 
of civilians without directing 
any charges against most of 
them ur failed to prove the 
charges directed at some of 
them.” stated the report, 
adding that the number of 
detainees registered h> the 
organisation had exceeded 
300. 

“In addition, many minors 
were detained... their homes 
were sabotaged.... with (he 
s\»le aim of lerri lying citi- 
zens." it asserted. 

The report claimed thai the 
curlews imposed on towns 
like Karak and Tafiieft subject- 
ed citizens to undue psycho- 
logical pressures “which sug- 
gest the authorities' desire to 
impose the principle of collec- 
tive punishment for revenge.” 

The report accused the gov- 
ernment of "subjecting 
detainees m physical and men- 
tal torture.” The AOHR "has 
received many documented 
complaints and testimonies of 
torture cases...." the report 
said 

"We have heard testimonies 
from people who were beaten, 
hud their me nails and mous- 
taches plucked out. Some 
political detainees had their 
heads shaved and photos ot 
them were taken as murder- 
ers." said Mr. Dahle. adding 
the AOHR had also received 
complaints that detainees affil- 
iated with Islamic parties were 
tortured. 

“(These acLsi can only be 
described as barbaric... leading 
us to call for ihe formation nl a 
committee in investigate ihev 
cases and punish ihose 

responsible lor it Mr. 

Dahle said 

According in the icport. in 
the wake of the recent inci- 
dents the Al»HR formed an 
emergenev comm in w which 


used to receive complaints and 
send letters to officials. Mem- 
bers of the committee visited 
Juwaidah and Swaqa prisons, 
met with detainees and heard 
their complaints in the pres- 
ence of security personnel. 
The committee reviewed the 
cases and complaints and con- 
cluded that “the events in the 
south were a public reaction to 
the government’s economic 
measures particularly pertain- 
ing to the price increases." 

“The Arab Organisation tor 
Human Rights asks officials to 
take the necessary measures to 
restore the situation to its nur- 
mal status, release the 
detainees and close this chapi- 
ter.” Mr. Dahle .said. 

The organisation has. since 
the beginning of the year, 
attempted to initiate dialogue 
with the prime minister con- 
cerning human rights abuses, 
he said. 

But “the prime minister has 
not replied to any of the eight 
letters sent to him by the 
organisation between Aug. 20 
and Sept. III." Mr. Dahle said. 

“The AOHR recalls with 
regret iherf situations... and 
calls fur a reassessment by the 
government of its position 
towards human rights cases 
and its cooperation with this 
organisation for the benefit of 
the citizens, especially since 
the AOHR is a non-govern- 
memal political organisation.” 
Mr. Dahie told the news con- 
ference. “The organisation is 
presenting this emergency 
report to express its deep con- 
cern a i (he aggravations of the 
human rights situation m Jor- 
dan and calls on (lie govern- 
ment .... to return lo the juris- 
diciion of ihe law and order 
and respect lor human rights 
and cancel all measures that 
conflict with i hew rights, the 
Male n u.’ ill concluded. 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban militia has ordered 
the city’s uniformed traffic 
policemen not to wear 
their regulation neckties as 
they are pan of Wesiem 
culture, officers said Sun- 
day. 

‘Taleban soldiers earlier 
this week told us to take 
our ties off as they are too 
English.” policeman Say- 
eed Haroon told AFP here 
just over three weeks after 
the fighters overran Kabul. 

“Now I wear a full uni- 
form and have to button 
my shin up at the top 
although I have no tie on. 
It looks ridiculous, but 
there is nothing to do about 
it.” he added. 

Other traffic officers con- 
firmed that Taleban fight- 
ers had ordered them to 
remove their black ties, 
and alleged that some of 
their colleagues had been 
attacked by Taleban for 
failing to comply with the 
order. 

"We were very proud of 
our neat and dignified 
appearance. especially 
when we do duty outside 
key points like ministries.” 
another officer said. “Soon 
we may have to wear tur- 
bans instead of peaked 
caps.” he added. 

No Taleban official was 
immediately available here 
to confirm the ban on ties 
had been formally issued, 
or whether it was being 
imposed by individual 
Taleban. 

The Taleban. who all 
wear baggy Islamic shal- 
war kamee’z costumes and 
turbans, have ordered the 
once modem city’s women 
to conform to traditional 
and Islamic “norms” and 
discourage Western dress, 
although they have not for- 
mally outlawed it. 

However, residents of the 
city have completely aban- 
doned Western fashion — 
one of their passions under 
rhe previous government 
of deposed President 
Burhunuddin Rabbiini — 
shite the' Taleban captured 
Kabul. 

The smartly uniformed 
traffic police with their 
green uniforms and white 


belts have remained a con- 
stant feature of the battered 
Afghan capital where most 
other services ceased to 
function long ago. 

The city’s major traffic 
junctions, which are 
demarcated by spent 
artillery shell casings, are 
all manned by uniformed 
officers who direct the traf- 
fic with batons and whis- 
tles. 

Their full uniforms are 
something of a rarity in 
civil war-tom Afghanistan 
where idler years of con- 
flict there is scarcely a man 
in most factional forces 
who has a full uniform. 

The fundamentalist Tale- 
ban. who now control 
about two thirds of 
Afghanistan, have applied 
their strict brand of Islamic 
law on the mainly-rural 
regions they have seized in 
the last two years. 

Since storming into the 
capital as the Rabbani gov- 
ernment fled on Sept. 27. 
the militia — which has 
set up un interim adminis- 
tration here — have issued 
a string of formal decrees 
regulating the behaviour 
and appearance of relative- 
ly liberal Kabulis. 

Women were immediate- 
ly barred from work and 
school and told nor to go 
out unnecessarily, men 
were given six weeks to 
grow beards or face severe 
punishment and local offi- 
cials were ordered to turn 
over those who shirked 
their Muslim prayers to 
(he Taleban authorities. 

In addition, criminals 
now face severe penalties 
if convicted: murderers 
will be beheaded, adulter- 
ers stoned to death and 
thieves will have hands or 
feet amputated. 

The moves — particu- 
larly those relating to 
working women and 
school girls — have 
caused alarm both here and 
in the international com- 
munity which' has warned 
that foreign aid' and recog- 
nition for the Taleban gov- 
ernment could be withheld 
unless the militia alters its 
stance. 


French-European role is 
necessary to balance 
peace process — Chirac 


(Continued from page 1) 

the sidelines — by encouraging 
the peace process on the eco- 
nomic level.” 

Mr. Chirac ami Mr. Assad 
held almost four hours of talks 
on the peace process and 
Lebanon before an unsched- 
uled second meeting Sunday on 
economic links between their 
two countries. 

France and Syria signed an 
agreement to resolve Damas- 
cus’ debt to Paris. Mr. Chirac 
announced. 

French officials would not 
give details of the terms, but 
Syria’s debt to France is about 
I.X billion francs ($346 mil- 
lion). according to French 
diplomats. 

“We have put our affairs in 
order on the technical and 
financial levels." Mr. Chirac 
said. 

Mr. Chirac arrived in Syria to 
a red carpet welcome Saturday 
at the start of his six-day Mid- 
dle East tour. He was to hold a 
fourth meeting with Mr. Assad 
on Monday before heading for 
Israel. 

Israel's ambassador to 
France, meanwhile, played 
down differences over Mr. 
Chirac's programme in Israel 
and his country's support for 
the Arab position on the stalled 
peace process. 

“They have been blown out 
of all proportion.” said Avi 
Pazner. “President Chirac will 
be received here as a friend." 

"We have no objection at all 
to the friendship between 
France and the Arab states ... 
As lone as France maintains a 
balance between the Arabs and 
Israel, it is OK." he said. 

Mr. Chirac said at a banquet 
in his honour hosted by Mr. 
Assad jute Saturday that 
“France and Europe must be 
present besides the parties, as 
friends, as a force for proposals 
and not him as partners in 
rectniNi ruction.” 

The Arab League, mean- 
while. praised Mr. Chius out 


his decision to go to Israel 
without his foreign minister, 
saying the change of pro- 
gramme was a "slap in the 
face” for the Jewish state. 

Herve de Charette will not 
accompany Mr. Chirac to Israel 
in protest at Israeli opposition 
to a planned visit by the foreign 
minister to the Orient House, 
the unofficial headquarters of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority in East Jerusalem. 

But French officials moved 
to quell anger in Israel over Mr. 
Chirac’s decision not to make a 
speech to the Israeli parliament 
by announcing the president 
had amended his schedule to 
allow a visit to the chamber. 

The French president is also 
to visit the Palestinian territo- 
ries. where he is to address the 
elected legislative council, 
before travelling on to Jordan. 
Lebanon and EgypL 

In his speech on Sunday. Mr. 
Chirac said changes mast be 
made to the framework of the 
U.S.-sponsored peace process 
to allow Europe, the largest aid 
donor to the Palestinians, a 
role alongside the United 
States, he said. 

'Together we must pul the 
peace process back on the rails 
and enable it to succeed.” he 
told Mr. Assad, whose peace 
talks with Israel have been 
frozen since February. 

French officials said Mr. 
Chirac was not demanding that 
the European Union <EUl sit in 
on the negotiations. But the 
current negotiating system had 
shown its limits since the new 
Israeli government had sought 
to go back on understandings 
reached by its predecessor and 
the Arabs fell the United States 
was unbalanced, they said. 

As an example ot a possible 
Middle EaM role, a French offi- 
cial cited tire way French and 
iiU diplomacy had comple- 
mented U.S. negotiating ellons 
in Bosnia, most recently l»\ 
proposing j two-year stabilisa- 
tion jvriod to consolidate peace 
ilieie. 
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Afghan (lee a village caught in the crossfire between the Taleban and forces of the ousted gov- 
ernment of President Burhunuddin Rabbani (Reuters photo) 

Arabs lead efforts to set up global 
system of recognition of accountants 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab 
World has taken the lead in 
an effort to set up a global 
system for recognition and 
accreditation of accoun- 
tants in line with the 
requirements of 

international conventions 
that liberalise the cross-bor- 
der movement of services. 

The move, launched by 
the United Nations and fol- 
lowed up by a meeting this 
month at a meeting in 
Geneva, is “the most signif- 
icant event in the history of 
accounting,” said Talal Abu 
Ghazaleh. president of the 
Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants* i ACSA). who 
chairs a special committee 
of experts entrusted with 
the project. 

When fully realised, the 
project will condition coun- 
tries to fulfil the require- 
ments of the General 
Agreement of Tariff and 
Services (GATS — the pan 
that -concerns international 
movement of services in 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion ’conventions). 

' Asfar as Jordan anh other 
developing countries which 
are negotiating their acces- 
sion to the WTO are con- 
cerned, the adoption of the 
project will clear the way 
for their professional 
accountants to work in any 
other WTO member coun- 
try just as they themselves 
would be obliged to accept 
foreign accountants work- 
ing in their Territories, Mr. 
Abu Ghazaleh, a Jordanian, 
pointed out. 



Talal Abu Ghazaleh 

The very concept of the 
various conventions that 
make up the World Trade 
Organisation is barrier-free 
movement of goods and 
services. As such, there also 
have to be firm bases and 
standards that define the 
various aspects of cross- 
border trade and services. 

There has never been a 
cross-border system of 
accrediting and recognising 
accountants." noted Mr. 
Abu Ghazaleh. adding that 
national societies and lead- 
ing accounting firms 
always dominated the field. 

With the introduction of 
the proposed project, there 
will be a set of international 
parameters governing 
accounting and reporting 
practices which will in mm 
will be the basic criteria for 
global recognition of 
accountants, he said. 

This essentially means 


defining education stan- 
dards in terms of qualify 
and methodology, examina- 
tion parameters and proce- 
dures, quality standards and 
reciprocal recognition and 
accreditation of profession- 
als in the field of account- 
ing. 

Such a system, he noted, 
“comes in implementation 
of the GATS agreement on 
professional services and 
cross-border movement of 
such services.” 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh him- 
self first proposed the idea 
to establish a global system 
.of recognising and accredit- 
ing accounting profession- 
als to a U.N. meeting in 
1993 and another gathering 
of experts on accounting 
and reporting practices. 
Both meetings unanimous- 
ly accepted the proposal, 
and the Geneva meeting 
last week was the first gath- 
ering of the committee of. 
experts, which includes 
seven members in their 
individual capacities and a 
representative each from 
the United Nations and the 
World Trade Organisation. 

The meeting formed sub- 
committees. which will 
submit recommendations to 
another full committee in 
New Delhi in February next 
year. One of the first rec- 
ommendations is expected 
to be a definite rime-frame 
for the system to be in 
place. 

. Mr. Abu Ghazaleh said a 
tentative timeframe could 
be five years. 


Ekeus, Iraqi officials in tug-of-war 


(Continued from page 1) 

in Baghdad this month, 
described Iraqi disclosures 
of past weapons pro- 
grammes made after the 
June pact as flawed and 
incomplete. Baghdad sub- 
mitted nine more letters to 
try to clarify the issues. 

Since starting his search 
in April 1991. Mr. Ekeus 
has sent 373 inspection 
teams to Iraq with 3.574 
inspectors. 

Helicopters with moni- 
toring gear helped hunt for 
weapons and documents. 
U.S. intelligence reports, 
satellite pictures and sur- 
veillance by U.S. spy 
planes also aided the 
effort. 

On the ground. Mr. 
Ekeus has set up the most 
advanced monitoring 
mechanism to date to 
check that Iraq's aims 
industry' chums out no 
banned materials. 


Diplomats and analysts 
in Baghdad believe Iraq 
will in the end get a clean 
bill of health from Mr. 
Ekeus but doubt whether 
this would automatically 
give it the freedom to 
export oil freely. 

The United States, they 
say. will view weapons 
destruction as only one of 
several conditions Iraq 
must fulfil, although the 
relevant Security Council 
resolution shows that other 
demands do not apply to 
oil sales. 

Under U.S. pressure, the 
U.N. put on hold a deal it 
signed with Baghdad in 
May that would have per- 
mitted Iraq to sell limited 
amounts of oil for humani- 
tarian purposes. 

"If Ekeus declares Iraq 
clean of weapons, then a 
clash between the U.S. on 
the one hand and France 
and Russia on the other 
will become inevitable” 


said one European diplo- 
mat. 

Both Paris and Moscow 
are owed billions of dol- 
lars by Iraq and have com- 
mercial reasons for wanti- 
ng to see it solvent again. 

Before leaving New 
York. Mr. Ekeus said 
Thursday he was nor opti- 
mistic about bis trip but 
urged Baghdad to demon- 
strate "political will" to 
end the concealment of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion from U.N. monitors. 

He said it would be a 
"major achievement" if 
Iraq could account for a 
number of long-range mis- 
siles which could be armed 
with biological or chemi- 
cal weapons to reach 
neighbouring states. 

He also reiterated Thurs- 
day that UNSCOM contin- 
ued to have concerns about 
Iraq’s biological and 
chemical weapons capabil- 
ity. 


PUK puts up stiff resistance 


(Continued from page I) 

Talabnni and Tehran deny. 

The PUK launched a 
counter-offensive against 
Mr. Barzani's forces HI 
days ‘ ago, recapturing 
Suiaimaniyeh and other ter- 
ritory it had lost ’ lust 
month. 

The PUK pushed the 
KDP buck to the outskirts 
of Erbil. which Mr. 
Barzani's fighters seized on 
Aug. 31. But late last week 
the KDP launched a 
counier-aiiack of its own. 

Alter seizing Koi Sunjak. 
ihe hometown of Mr. Talu- 


bani. on Friday, KDP fight- 
ers captured the town of 
Runya on Saturday and 
were closing in on 
Suiaimaniyeh from the 
west and north. 

The fighting has fuelled 
new fears of an exodus of 
refugees. A Western aid 
official said 65 families 
fled Suiaimaniyeh 

overnight Friday towards 
the Iranian border, fearing ‘ 
the fall of the city lo the 
KDP. 

The official Iranian new.*, 
agency IRNA said PUK 
leaders had begun prepara- 
tions to evacuate 


Suiaimaniyeh. the second 
largest city in Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan. 

JRNA also said the pro- 
Ininian Kurdish Hizbollah 
has handed over territory 
under its control in northern 
Iraq to the advancing KDP 
forces to “prevent further 
bloodshed.” 

British Member of Ptirlia- 
ment Emma Nicholson was 
in’ Iran to visit Iraqi Kur- 
dish refiigee camps and dis- 
cuss .sending aid amid 
warnings from Tehran of a 
"human catastrophe,” 
IRNA added. 
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Fariz blames small, limited capital 

i 

markets for Arab capital flight 


fey? 


. ‘i, * 


AMMAN (Petra) — Cen- 
tra! Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Ziyad Fariz said 
Sunday that capital markets 
in Arab countries were lim- 
ited and small in size and 
that the lack of efficient 
and organised centres does 
noi help in stimulating 
investments 

As a result of this situa- 
tion. Arab capital is fleeing 
the region to international 
capital markets, said Dr. 
Fariz in remarks at the 
opening of a three-day sem- 
inar on capital markets 
organised at the Institute for 
Banking Studies (TBS) in 
cooperation with Citibank 
Jordan. 

Dr. Fariz pointed out that 
the estimated total Arab 
capital invested in Arab 
markets stood at $50 billion 
in 1995 whereas Arab capi- 


tal invested in international 
markets in the same year 
was estimated at $670 bil- 
lion. 

The IBS has organised 
this seminar to draw the 
attention to the impact of 
rapid developments and 
changes in world capital 
markets on the local Arab 
markets and the .Arab eco- 
nomic development. 

The Arab capital markets 
have been facing further 
challenges including the.„ 
creation of the European 
Union and other world eco- 
nomic blocs.' Dr. Fariz said 
adding that capital markets 
have in the past few years 
witnessed drastic changes 
and the emergence of 
financial instruments that 
pose a serious challenge to 
the Arab markets. 

While these develop- 


ments continue to emerge, 
the capital markets of Jor- 
dan and the other Arab 
states remain lagging 
behind and unable to devel- 
op . he added. 

Furthermore, the prob- 
lems in the Arab World are 
bound to increase the chal- 
lenges that face the Arab 
capital markets, said Dr. 
Fariz who noted that these 
problems include, among 
other things, the lack of suf- 
ficient funds for financing 
" reconstruction and econom- 
ic development schemes at 
a time when Arab govern- 
ments continue to report 
deficits in their fiscal bud- 
gets and face the problem 
of paying foreign debts. 

The CBJ governor called 
on various institutions to 
help improve the invest- 
ment climate in the Jordan- 


ian as well as other Arab 
states to attract investments 
especially in the peace era 
which, he said, is bound to 
require vast capital for 
regional development pro- 
jects. 

He urged the LBS to main- 
tain dose cooperation with 
various Arab financial insti- 
tutions and banks to 
achieve the aspired goals. 

IBS Dean Adib Haddad 
said the seminar will focus 
attention on the experi- 
ments of advanced nations 
in steering capital towards 
development and other 
schemes. He also said that 
the institute has over the 
past three years organised 
377 training seminars ben- 
efiting 6.700 officials in 
financial institutions and 
banks around the country. 
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Central Bank Governor Ziyad Fariz (second from right) Sunday opens the 
seminar on capital markets at the Institute for Banking Studies which is 
headed by Adib Haddad (third from right) (Petra photo) 


Israel economy faces much slower growth 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s economic growth is 
slowing more than original- 
ly believed, preliminary esti- 
mates by the Central Bureau 
of Statistics have revealed. 

It said gross domestic 
product (GDP) would rise 
only 3.S percent in 1996, to 
303.3 billion shekels, 
against a 7.1 per cent rise 
last year. GDP per capita 
will reach 50.000 shekels. 

Its preliminary estimates 
for the 1996 national 
accounts are based on fig- 
ures for the first six to nine 
months. 

In June, when preparing 
■ he 1997 budget proposal. 
Lite treasury had forecast 


GDP growth at 5.5 per cent 
for 1996. Many economists 
recently have scaled back 
their forecasts and the trea- 
sury will present its own 
revised, estimates when it 
submits the budget to parlia- 
ment at the end of October. 

Israel is already facing a 
shortfall in tax revenues this 
year, which has led govern- 
ment officials to predict that 
the 1996 budget deficit will 
surpass the targeted 7.6 bil- 
lion shekels by about four 
billion shekels. 

The government plans to 
cut 4.9 billion shekels or 3.2 
per cent of spending in 
1997. though this still needs 
parliamentary approval. 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu already has said 
a steeper cut may be needed. 

The Central Statistics 
Bureau (CBS) estimated 
that exports of goods and 
services would increase 3.7 
per cent to 93.1 billion 
shekels against a 10.9 per 
cent rise in 1995. The trea- 
sury in June had forecast an 
increase of 6.9 per cent. 

Imports of goods and ser- 
vices will grow 7.6 per cent, 
to 142 billion shekels, 
against an 8.4 per cent rise 
in 1995, the bureau said. 

Total investment was esti- 
mated would rise 6.2 per 
cent to 72.7 billion shekels, 
slowing from 10.6 per cent 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Across 

1 Angry 
6 Relief to poor 
10 Partly open 

14 Site of the 
games 

15 Armchair 

1 6 Reid mouse 

17 Revolutionary 
General Wayne 

19 Soprano 
Frances of old 

20 Seize suddenly 

21 Not as large 

23 Poetic 
contraction 

24 Blood conduit 

25 Calendar spans: 
abbr. 

26 Electronic 
machines, for 
short 

29 Memory 
31 River to the Elbe 
33-Hawkeye State 
35 Painting and 
sculpture 
37 Come in view 
39 Dignitary of the 
church 

41 Gets even 

44 Short reminder 

45 Brink 

47 Utah's state 
flower 

48 Source of poi 
50 Boatman's need 

52 Strike quickly 

53 Tiny amount 
55 Diplomat’s forte 
57 Pouch 

59 Issue forth 
61 Camping places 
for troops 

65 Be vanquished 

66 Vodka drink 

69 Diva's song 

70 Bad happenings 

71 Showed over 

72 Bark sharply 

73 Protuberance 

74 Roofer's item 

DOWN 

1 nfl team 

2 Middle East 
country 

3 Mother of Castor 
and Pollux 


14 


17 


20 


26 27 28 


30 
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135 
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148 
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36 


137 


53 
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59 



60 

65 




69 




72 





55 


166 


170 


[73 


by Frank R. Jackson 

4 Related on the 
mother’s side . 

5 Ballerina 

6 Wood for bats 

7 Zodiac sign 

8 Parson's house 

9 Thwart 

10 Concerning 
grandparents 

11 Blackboard's 
emblem 

12 Tree 

13 Raises 
18 Neck part 
22 Devious method 
24 Old-timer, briefly 

26 Extraordinary 
one 

27 Crocus part 

28 Herb 

30 Maple, for one 
32 Ages and ages 
34 — Gluck, diva of 
yore 

36 Heroic account 
38 Large: pref. 

40 Blood carrier 

42 Thoroughly 
acquainted with 

43 Bribe 
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46 Speck 
49 Container 
51 Mythological 
merrymakers 

53 Postpone 

54 That’s — " 

56 Casals’ 

instrument 


58 Dromedary 
60 Certain tide 

62 Type of rubber 

63 Quod — 
demonstrandum 

64 ‘Auld Lang — " 

67 Aged 

68 Suaar suffix 


growth in 1995. 

Investment in residential 
construction will increase 
12.2 per cent against 20.0 
per cent in 1995. The trea- 
sury had forecast an 
increase of 27.2 per cent. 

Private consumption will 
grow an estimated 6.0 per 
cent to 1S9.8 billion shekels 
against 7.3 per cent growth 
last year. 

Business sector GDP will 
rise 4.0 per cent against a 
‘‘9.0 per cent gain last year. 
The treasury had forecast a 
6.5 per cent increase for 
1996. 

The savings rate will fall, 
said the CBS. Savings will 
total four per cent of nation- 
al income against five per 
cent in 1995. 

Public consumption is 
expected to rise by 4.2 per 
cent in 1996 against 0.6 per 
cent in 1995. 

According to economists, 
the Israeli economy has suf- 
fered a sharp slowdown this 
year amid gloom over Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s hard- 
line peace policies. 

Israel’s balance of pay- 
ments deficit is expected to 
climb to a record $1 1.5 bil- 
lion this year, up from $9.8 
billion in 1995. 

A key factor in the deficit 
is a 5.8 per cent drop in 
tourism revenues which had 
soared IS per cent last year 
as visitors flocked to the 
country following the 1993 
Israeh'-Palestinian peace 
accords. 

Economists cite the turn- 
around in tourism as sym- 
bolic of the political contri- 
bution to the economic 
slowdown. 
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0.6291 

1 . 268 o' 

112.55 

1.3514 

1537.32 

1.7297 

5.2060 

DE Mark 

0.6457 

- 

0.4077 

0.3223 

72.99 

0.8761 

S96.S4 

1.1218 

3.3755 
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1.5895 
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2.0186 

178.70 
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2443.57 

2.7434 

8.2749 

CH Franc 
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0.4958 

- 

33.74 
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136.06 

4.1041 
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3.8263 
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3.3842 
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0.5781 
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0.3635 

73.30 

65.02 
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883.52 

- 

3.0085 

FR Franc 

0.1921 

0.2960 

0.1208 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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Brent 

1151 

26.05 

25.50 


SA Rival 
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0.2666 

0.4113 

0.M775 

0.33824 
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30.0246 

W. Texas 

25.75 

25.35 
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0.2723 
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20.E589 

Bsiny 

26.05 
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3.3337 

5.14139 
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4.22833 
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0.3770 

4.09165 
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298.686 
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231.00 
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2.131 

3.2849 

1.3433 
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4.91 
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5.25 

5.40 

5.50 

5.59 

5.68 

Platinum 

383.6 

384.6 
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5.81 

5.74 

6.06 

6.18 

6.31 

AL (3 Months) 

1359 

1362 


JPY 

0.38 

0.38 

0.37 

0.40 

0.56 

CU (3 Months) 
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1951 
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2.84 

2.81 
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3.05 
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3.44 
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Spill 


US Dollar 

SI 

0.708 
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0.710 

Coco?, (S/ton; 

.1466 

Spot 


GB Sterlling 

1.1242 

1.1298 

Sugar (S/I on) 

328.6 

Spirt 


DE Mark 

0.4586 

0.4609 

# .Wheat .(S/ton) 

161 . 

Spirt 


Cil Franc 

0.5576 

0.5604 

So\-a ( c/lhs) 

21.62 
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FR Franc 

0.1358 

0.1365 
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115 . 
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JP Yen 

0.63 

0.6332 
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0.4599 
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! ARIES: (March 2 „ 

| April 19# Know 
; that your closest 

■ expect of you. Make 
: you Study business 

; tors carefully and.a$o& 

: confusion which 
| occur in the days aheajlf-l 
I you are not prepared & 

! handle any c ixcds£ 

! dunces. : 

; TAURUS: f April 20=^ 
! May 211 Study die 
tracts you have made 
outside fellow associates; 
i today and make sure thofcJ 
! are no errors which confc?; 

! cause difficulty. Sbc^ 

! you can keep your siefegff 
! the bargain which _ 
i improve your reputatkjnS 
J GEMINI: (May 21.^ 
i June 21) This is a fine d^j 
I today to get right iate; 

! career activities which 
| await your attention. 

: fellow associate has goc^ 

■ ideas for any projects you: 

[ have been given, so listca- 
, carefully to what is pre- 

i seated and use it. 

| MOON CHILDREN: 
j (.June 22 to July 211 Get 
1 that amusement matter 
! handled in an efficiestf- 
\ manner and then you tiurj 
! have some fun with clo&M 
' friends. Keep bpsjlj 

■ expressing some special' 
talent you possess and: 
then you will gain recog- 
nition from those ' 
charge. 

LEO: {July 22 to Auguk 
21) Try to improve the 
j conditions today around 
! you at home and make 
j your residence a fashion' 
i location which you can 6e> 

{ proud to invite others : 
into. Entertain guests 
later this evening and 
show your hosting abili- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Vital calls 
should be made today 
which have been put off 
and thereby, you. can he 
^successful in your' career 
j, activities, Get. into statft- 
1 mems and" reports which 
are crucial at this time for 
your success in business. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get your 
home organised today, 
and then handle other 
important property 

affairs. Obtain financial 
advice from experts later 
this evening and make use: 
of this information to-' 
make the correct business 
decisions. '• 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Gee 
your appearance 

improved today, so that: 
you will gain the confiir 
dence to handle any 
career matters which* 
could appear. If you gq 
out socially later this 
evening, be with persons; 
whom you know ftnd 
trust 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be careful todajrj 
in trying to improve relasj 
tionships with those yqi£ 
love. Don’t permit'! 
strangers to interfere, mj 
your career activities, DtfUj 
envise you could discoypy 
that your ideas for sik£»a 
cess will disappear. i'-va 
CAPRICORN: (Dec^j 
ber 22 to January .2G&! 
Study your personal aiiris| 
today and seek out tbe?j 
advice of fellow assocL4j 
ate.s wfio can make good! 
suggestions. Obtain 'thef 
assistance of good friends^ 
who can be helpful 
attaining them and 
your life more suce 
AQUARIUS: {Janua® 

21 to February I9);Mal3| 
a good impression totfcjjj; 

On one who can assist y*?t| 
in gaining your j ‘ 
important aims and 
low the advice which 
are given. Later 
evening can be good| 
you go to fun .acilvitK, 
with your loved ones. 
PISCES: (February 20 
March 20) Make aw' 
while new contact t_ 
aral you will discover^ 
tiiis association - will' 
fruitful in the daysj 
Combining good j 
ment with the... 
hunches should get .] 
results in your 
activities. * 
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Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti (cen- 
tre) meets with the 
minister of industry 
and trade (left) and 
the minister of sup- 
ply during a visit to 
their ministries Sun- 
day. The discussions 
covered the industri- 
al fair to be held in 
the Palestinian city 
of Ramallah, exports 
to Iraq, the negotia- 
tions for joining the 
World Trade Organi- 
sation and prepara- 
tions for the Cairo 
economic summit 
(Petra photo) 
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Profitability of insurance 
sector may drop in 1996 


** INSURANCE COMPANIES do nor expect their opera- 
tions and investments to yield higher profits this year and 
even some firms will see 1996 as a good year if thev are 
able to maintain their profits at the 1995 level because stiff 
competition and economic slowdown are not boding well 
and, as a result, the profitability of the insurance sector 
might decline. 

Rajai S weiss. the general manager of the Middle East 
Insurance Company, pointed our that the mid-year financial 
results for the insurance sector have confirmed a retreat 
from what has been achieved at mid-year of 1995. As such, 
he added, the results by the end of this year will not be on 
the same level recorded at the end of 1995. 

Hatera Hussein, the general manager of the Philadelphia 
Insurance Company explained that the insurance sector is 
attached to the activities of other economic sectors and, as 
evident from the recession prevailing the region in general 
and Jordan in particular, it is natural that insurance compa- 
nies are affected. Furthermore, he pointed out. the increase 
in the number of insurance companies, the decline in prices 
and the rise in operational costs are all additional factors 
that will also negatively affect the sector. As such. Mr. Hus- 
sein elaborated, the policy and efforts of each company 
would be the basic and important factor to determine its 
profitability. 

Asked about the problematic third party liability which 
all insurance companies complain from, Mr. Sweiss said 
the situation has not changed as insurance firms are still 
losing from this type of insurance while the federation of 
the insurance companies is stiff trying to clarify the situa- 
tion to the concerned ministry. Mr. Sweiss saw many alter- 
natives to tackle die problem but stressed' that all of them 
would require an accurate statistical system that should be 
agreed upon. This system must automatically adjust annu- 
al premiums based on the actual results that the statistics 
show, he said. 

Mr. Hussein said that the third party liability constitutes a 
major threat to (financial) results of insurance companies. 
Noting that large losses are being posted and increasing 
day by day. he indicated that the ministry was still demand- 
ing some statistics and refusing to raise prices (premiums). 
Mr. Hussein saw grave negative effects from keeping this 
situation unresolved. He urged a restructuring of the regu- 
lations governing third party liability in coordination with 
the government as this type of insurance is obligatory' and 
premiums are forced upon the companies (Al Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 







‘Livestock? No.. .it’s just my 
husband’s feet.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WOHU GAME 
g . by Hsnn ArnoW and Mlh* Argmon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


INFEK 


OlWfr 

MAgl 

n 



u 

^mUkdaEwis 
Ha flawniri 

nine 


Quit snowing 1 
/ 


n 


— n 

k. > 


FLAHBE 


I 

TT 


B 

LICHER 







WHAT THE SOBERS 
GOT INTO AT 
THE PARTY. 

> 

NOW arrange Ihe circled Setters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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r Artswers tomorrow] 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PIETY COLON NOTIFY FITFUL 
Answer: How Ihe barber liked his grass cut - 
A UTTLE OFF THE TOP 


JEDCO begins workshop 
to help Jordanian 
industrialists improve 
marketing skills 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Exports 
Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corpo- 
ration (JEDCO) Sunday 
opened a two-day work- 
shop on marketing 
organised in cooperation 
with the American Cen- 
tre in Amman and 
attended by 150 partici- 
pants from the Jordanian 
industrial sector as well 
as banks and a number 
of concerned govern- 
ment institutions. 

Addressing the open- 
ing session. JEDCO 
Director General 

Mohammad Halaiqah 
said that the workshop 
was part of a series of 
activities to help improve 
the marketing capabili- 
ties of the " Jordanian 
industrial sector. 

The participants in the 
workshop will famil- 
iarise themselves with 
the experiments of major 
world firms in marketing 
products and in promot- 
ing exports -of- industrial 
goods. 

*• Indeed the workshop 


was deemed necessary at 
this stage in view of Jor- 
dan’s ongoing efforts to 
enter into partnership or 
association with the 
European Union and to 
join the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), 
both of which are expect- 
ed to bring new chal- 
lenges to Jordan in its 
drive to promote the 
marketing of its products 
abroad," said Dr. 
Halaiqah. 

American and local 
experts will deliver lec- 
tures on planning a strat- 
egy for marketing, enter- 
ing non-traditional mar- 
kets and preparing bud- 
gets for industrial busi- 
nesses. 

According to Dr. 
Halaiqah. JEDCO is 
preparing to hold two 
more workshops in the 
coming month. One wHl 
be on feasibility studies 
of industrial projects 
antkdie second on pack- 
ing of industrial goods 
for export. 


Jordan times 
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Fanek: Inflation will be 8%, not 4% 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Eco- 
nomic analyst and columnist 
Fahd Fanek wrote in his 
daily column in Al Ru'i Sun- 
day that higher flour prices 
were supposed to raise the 
index for the cost of living 
by 2.2 per cent after taking 
into consideration the share 
of flour of the total spending 
on consumption. However, 
he noted that due to psycho- 
logical effects and the oppor- 
tunity to raise prices more 
than required, die index has 
risen by 4.34 per cent in 
August. 


Dr. Fanek said the big 
jump proves the credibility 
of the General Statistics 
Department which could 
have* lowered the rate if it 
was under the influence of 
another body or under pres- 
sure for political reasons. 

The analysts pointed out 
that the prices of foodstuff 
had risen by 1 1 per cent in 
August and that this huge 
leap means that inflation 
would be about eight per 
cent and not four per cent as 
expected in the programme. 

He noted that the index 


went down slightly in Sep- 
tember because some of the 
traders who unjustifiably 
raised their prices have 
found out that the market 
could not bear such an 
increase and, consequent!)', 
were forced 10 lower their 
prices. 

Dr. Fanek said an analysis 
of the big rise in foodstuff 
prices has showed that a pun 
of it had no relation to the 
increase in the prices of 
bread and fodder. He noted 
that fruit prices went up by 
J 2.2 per cent and vegetable 


prke.\ by 25.4 per cent. 

Prices of grain* jnd by- 
product* which are directly 
affected registered a rise of 
89 per cent while price* of 
eggs and yoghurt products 
went up by 5.7 per cent, Dr. 
Fanek said. 

He concluded that Jordani- 
ans were able to adapt with 
the higher price* of bread b\ 
reducing purchase* by 3ft 
per cent. As such, he calcu- 
lated. cost of bread was 
higher by 6o per cent and not 
159 percent. 
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PAST 13 
NIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRAILS 

J3 

OPEN 

CLOSE 7 



252.000 2 

05.000- 

ARAB BANK 

13.3 

1 . 43 

6 

240 

58410 


- J,* " - 


♦ 

3. BOO 

2.990 

BANX OF JORDAN 

10.6 

0.00 

2 

467 

13 m * 


’ . tl 



1.260 

.830 

MID. EAST ItCV.BK. 

72.3 

0.00 

14 

7700 

•3505 

1 . 




2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

5-D 

6.39 

2 

5000 

1 0900 

• . Ic 

;.: r 

- 


S .250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING SK. 

12. a 

2.68 

9 

isej 

9C3I 

1 . *’■ 

i . 

_ ‘ r . 


3.040 

2.560 

JOR. KUWAIT BASK 

18.6 

□ .00 

1 

7 

.21 

I . t 

. . b " 



1.200 

.890 

JOR.CUir BANK 

5-5 

7.61 

} 

4000 


. ci 2 


- 


3 . 3 SO 

1.930 

BE IT. AL- HAL (BEITNAI 

1.2 

7.65 

i 

503 

93? 


. .sc 

. ■■r. - 


2.640 

1.000 

PHI1ADEL. :w. BX. 

9 

0.00 

5 

2750 

3693 


. • j*. 

- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS , INDEX: 187 

56 4 CHG: 

*0.53 

49 

22665 

96948 




* 

2.910 

2.140 

-OR FRENCH INSUB. 

5.9 

9.62 

S 

5700 

11663 

2 _ ; c 


m-Z’ “ 

T 

3.050 

2.350 

YARMOUK INS UR. 

q 

0.00 

1 

150 

335 

2 , * c 

- 



INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 119.53 1 CHG: 

-0.58 

6 

5850 

12L53 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

u. i 

7.50 

• ** 

9543 

15773 

1.81 

: - • 



1.560 

1.210 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

9.5 

6.90 

1 

SCO 

72 E 





2.090 

l.oeo 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

o.oc 

22 

21550 

2552 3 


1.11 

. ’ 1- 


1.260 

.590 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

34-4 

0.00 

1 

1000 

670 

• t*.: 

. ». - 



1C. 310 

7.600 

ALRA' I 

9.C 

6.58 

1 

200 

1522 

" - o- 

" . . 1 



3.660 

3.130 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDUC. 

13.8 


I* 

ICO 

252 

^ ; 


.I s - 


2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO- 

9.2 

5.71 

2 

1000 

i’53 

: . 




1.200 

.920 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

Cl 

3150 

2915 

.53 

. w 1 



SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112. CB >CHG: 

-0.12 

50 

36S4e 

48726 





3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

IB. 7 

3.06 

■_2 

2*42 

7002 

•t n ■* 




3.5S0 

? . 710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

33.4 

0.00 

2 

194 3 

6013 

3. -.2 

•' ■ -C 

. : s ■ 


5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.6 

3.64 

o 

1122 


K j, 1 ' 


. ■ • 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. RE FI NARY 

9.3 

8.73 

ii 

551 

■•C77 

^ . : = 




4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PHARK. MANF. 

10-7 

5.B7 

23 

6886 

23463 





6.450 

6.650 

JOR. CERAMIC JKD. 

7.5 

4.13 

1 

570 

3025 

6.03 

•-.I s - 



2.460 

i-710 

JOR. PIPES MA.YFCT. 

9-5 

6.93 

2 

750 

1304 

1.76 

1 . "2 

. rj 

■* 

13.150 

9.450 

ARAB CUBM. DTRZ.GK. 

24-6 

3.13 

"« 

250 

2260 

9.48 

•i.o: 

. 45- 


5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

8.7 

8.57 

4 

650 

2272 

2.49 

: . s: 

- -L • 


.950 

.450 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

55 

67375 

41:99 

.65 

. - 


J 

3.750 

2.580 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

7.0 

5.19 


417 

■ 2 

1* . " 

1 . *'• 



1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COyV.TRD. 

a.: 

6.63 

3 

1750 

2100 

1.2 1 




1.090 

.650 

NATIONAL I JOS. 

9.3 

9.52 

5 

55 02 

3455 

- 




1.940 

1.040 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEM. 

9 

0.00 

3 

3250 

3527 

I.C9 

- - 



4.250 

2.3S0 

NATL. CABLE KIRE.KFAC 

14.7 

c.oc 

V 

* 

ICC 

242 

2.40 

- . •»! 



2.060 

1.080 

ARAB PHARK ■ CHEM . 

24.3 

0.00 

n 

650 

726 

:.32 

! . 

. . j- 


3.280 

1.540 

UN IV. MODN-INDS. 

4.7 

12.59 


500 

?:o 

: . 84 

1. 1.; 

- 


2.100 

1.143 

JOR. INDS- RESOURCES 

17.5 

0.00 

16 

13553 

18722 

1.38 

I,?-. 

. * i- 

♦ 

1.610 

.910 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.2 

0.00 

39 

24130 

21579 

.5 1 

r • 

; i - 


1.490 

1.090 

INTL. TOBACCO 

26.4 

o.co 

10 

8550 


« • 1 




2.100 

l.OSO 

UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

26.1 

0.00 

_ - 

250 

265 


. .■«. 

*.•- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.16 CHCt 

*0.19 

203 

136807 

160:95 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 147. 

22 -CHG: 

*0.34 

308 

201170 

313069 
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.BOO 

.590 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

IS. 7 

o.oo 

5 

5500 




~ 


.950 

.440 

NATL . COMMER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

:o 

S90C 

3 m . 52 





.940 

.700 

UNION INV. 50 i 

71.7 

0.00 

2 

750 






1.120 

.510 

APAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

o.co 

19 

12400 

636" 





.640 

.340 

JOR. INDS .MATCH- JEHCO 

9 

o.co 

1 

3000 






1.200 

.670 

UNIVL. METALS 

2 

0.00 


500 






1.760 

1:370 ' 

NATL. CHLORINE 

c 

0.00 

l 

3700 


• 1- 




1.050 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

* 6 

0.00 

19 

6000 

5C1S 






.510 

NATL. MULT. ENG. NAM I CO 

S 

0.00 

22 

42450 






1.0B0 

.770 

JORDAN STEEL 

t 

0.00 

5 

4750 

3705 

. 78 

- 


GRANS TOTAL 





146 

132000 

80100 
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N * Listed during the past 12 months 
P - P/E ratio is 100 or more 
g z Negative P/E 

E : Earning is zero or |f/A for the moat recent yaar 
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J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace^ 



World gems, hand made in Jordan in'18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A) Rabia 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 j 


STUDIO HAIG 

PTofentonal QuaUty| in 
l Hour Service 

Develop your> colour film u 
our shop and get> 


JUMBO photi 
30 % 


Prat aalar«a- 

20 m 30 cm 


Shmetsaiu-* Opp. Grindlayt 
Bank. Phone: «M042 
Sweficfa tel: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
sVILLAS 



■ BYBLOS ■ 
_829882-829883 




E A L ESTATE 


FOR 
I REINT 

1 ^ Deluxe Villas 

£) Appanmems 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 







OLVmPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

( SPECIAL PRICES 'V 
If OR LONGTERM ■ STAY/ 


-ABDOUN-'' 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


Jahui Amman - Kainlxm.Slr: 

Td -.625407 
Amman - Jordan ^ 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TK! : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happq Daijs 2 

Pm toAeUc 

S ot tp a & SaCcuU (Jafc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AJA - 1 AJK 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

tlmm Dthaina 
belilnd San Rode 
Hotel 




& 

CTOiMI HOIB. 


mmo 



DOLLAi r 

K*HTA CAM 

- INDOOR HEATED ‘ 

SWIMMING POOlYPyO^’ 

Make Car 



0 MASSAGE 

■ fitness room 


Rental Simple 

TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS V H 

m 7SftiQfl » 

RHOIO & TO STBTION BB. 


Shmeisani 

Tei. 693399 


a FOR YOUR 



Advertisement 



FOR YOUR 
Advertisement i 



AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent In an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square metere 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tei. 632643 


■r» 


. . ' I « 

IV # ** 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


•FOR YOUR 
Advertisement I 
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Ad empty Yankee Stadium is pounded by driving rain as game one of the 92nd World 
Series between the Atlanta Braves and the New York Yankees was cancelled (Reuters 
photo) 

Rain washes out 
World Series opener 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Reigning World Series 
champion Atlanta watched 
a heavy rain wash away 
some of their momentum 
while a long wait between 
games extended into a full 
week for the New York 
Yankees. 

A downpour washed out 
Saturday's scheduled open- 
ing game of the 92nd World 
Series here, pushing back 
the opener until Sunday and 
game two until Monday. 

A concern for the Braves 
might be disrupting the bat- 
ting rhythm that saw them 
pound St. Louis 14-0, 3-1. 
and 15-0. rallying from a 3- 
i deficit to capture the 
National League title: - ■ 

“We're anxious to keep 
going,” Atlanta third base- 
man Chipper Jones said. 
“We want to keep playing 
while we are on such a great 
roll.” 

Atlanta’s John Smoltz, a 


“We're in good shape 
because none of our pitch- 
ers have pitched on less 
than four days rest.” Atlanta 
manager Bobby Cox said. 
“Now with the extra day, 
everybody is ready to go. 

‘In our last three games, 
our bats have really come to 
life." Cox said. “But 
momentum is pitching." 

Atlanta has the top staff 
pitching staff in the game 
with Smoltz, former pitcher 
of the year Tom Glavine 
and four-time pitcher of the 
year Greg Maddux plus vet- 
eran Denny Naegle as a 
fourth starter and relievers 
such as Steve Avery and ace 
closer Mark Wohlers. 

Naegle was set to pitch 
game two, followed by 
Maddux and Glavine. But 
Glavine will likely pitch 
Monday and be available 
for another start Jater in the 
series if needed. 

With games three through 


catcher Jim Levritz said. 

“They are the world 
champions so it's great to be 
playing them." 

Of course, the rain has to 
stop first. The most epic 
rain tale in series lore came 
in 1911, when six consecu- 
tive days of rain forced a 
week-long gap between 
games three and four 
between Philadelphia and 
the New York Giants. 

This is the fourth world 
series in five to feature the 
Braves. 

Atlanta won their first title 
last year by stopping 
Cleveland in six games. 

The Braves are trying to 
be the first National League 
champion to win back-to- 
back World Series crowns 
since Cincinnati turned the 
trick 20 years ago. It has 
been done only four times 
in NL history. 


; Atlanta's Jonn bmoitz, a witn games mree tnrough “it means a great deal to 
i 24 : ga Tf 'vgncs-tips year, five still -set -for Tuesday . ^ Atlanta pitcher T om 

Land. Hew 2£ttK-S Andy- through Thursday m- Glavinesaid:- 

Petti tie. a left-hander who Atlanta, the major question “j t solidifies.our place in 
went 21-8r-remain sched- for the Yankees is who will history" F 

uled lo start the series be the fourth man in their To J mo was the most 
debut. pitching rotation. „ 

The postponement' was Pettitie will be followed 

the first rainout in the best- by Jimmy Key. another * e se ? es d *J er rak ‘ 

of-seven championship Southpaw, and David Cone. 1 ^ 

since game seven in 1986. But New York has struggled m 311(1 . 

The storm gave Atlanta to find a fourth opening „ _ 1I ] e vi/ Y3rli: 5 es . s . “ eir 

players a respite after they hurler. Kenny Rogers is the ^ . World Senes victory in 

won three games in four likely choice despite poor * c | r unprecedented 34th 

days to take the National playoff showings at Texas series appearance, but their 

League crown last and Baltimore. first crown since 1978. New- 

Thursday, then spent Friday “Both pitching staffs are York had not won the 
travelling and practicing for great Both have good hit- American League crown to 

the first time at Yankee ting. It comes down to who qualify for the series since 

Stadium. executes better,” Yankee 1981. 


“It solidifies., our place in 
history." 

Toronto was the most 
recent repeat champion, 
winning the series after tak- 
ing the American League 
title in 1992 and 1993. 

The Yankees seek their 
23rd World Series victory in 
their unprecedented 34th 
series appearance, but their 
first crown since 1978. New- 
York had not won the 
American League crown to 
qualify for the series since 
1981. 


Suker 
hat-trick 
fires Real 
Madrid to 
the top 


MADRID (R) — Strikers 
Davor Suker and Predrag 
Mijacovic fired Real 
Madrid to the top of the 
Spanish First Division on 
Saturday with five of the 
goals in their 6- 1 home win 
over Real Sociedad. 

Deportivo Coruna move 
into second place on goal 
difference after beating 
Espanyol 2-0. with 
Barcelona dropping to 
third — one point back — 
ahead of their game with 
Logrones Sunday. 

Suker scored a hat-trick 
and Mijatovic struck twice 
as Real Madrid played their 
best football of the season 
despite going behind after 
just 10 minutes. 

Mijatovic was in particu- 
larly fine form, setting up 
Suker for one of his goals, 
forcing another own-goal 
and gaining a penalty, from 
which Suker scored. 

Both Suker, who shone 
for Croatia in Euro 96, and 
Mijatovic, who is from 
Montenegro, had struggled 
to find their form since 
moving to the Spanish cap- 
ital in the off season. 

The result was a relief for 
real coach Fabio Capello. 
whose side had been hit by 
a ‘flu bug in the days 
before the match. 

Deportivo Coruna started 
nervously against Espanyol 
but were settled by a goal 
shortly after the break by 
Brazilian striker rivaldo 
and they ran out easy win- 
ners as Frenchman Mikael 
Madar added a second. 

In other games. 
Zaragoza's poor run con- 
tinued with a 2-1 defeat at 
first division newcomers 
Extremadura, a side' that 
had hot won ? single point . 
in the opening seven games 
of the season. - 

The loss is likely to 
increase the pressure on 
coach Victor Fernandez, in 
a season in which four 
sides face automatic rele- 
gation from the first divi- 
sion. 

Valladolid moved up to a 
surprising fifth place after 
beating Compostela 3-1, 
and Hercules won their 
first point of the season 
with a 1-1 home draw with 
Oviedo. 


Philippoussis 
aims for 
1st ATP title 


TOULOUSE (AFP) — 
Australia's Mark 

Philippoussis battles it out 
with Sweden's Magnus 
Larsson in the Toulouse 
final here on Sunday in a 
quest for his first ever title 
on the ATP circuit. 

Fourth seed Philippoussis 
completed a rugged fight- 
back against compatriot 
Mark Woodforde to win 2- 
6. 7-6 (7/5). 7-6 (9-7) while 
Larsson proved the better 
of Chile’s top seed Marcelo 
Rios 6-4, 6-4 in Saturday's 
semi-finals. 

Larsson. who won this 
title two years ago. is in the 
kind of form which put him 
into the top 10 in the sum- 
mer of 1995 before a right 
foot injury spelt a fall down 
the rankings. 

A first ever tournament 
win would do no harm for 
Philippoussis, who fell' 
from 19th place to his cur- 
rent 38th since the end of 
September. 


Holmes retains WBC middleweight title 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — American Keith Holmes stopped Briton Richie Woodha U in the 
12th round on Saturday to keep his World Boxing Council middleweight title. Woodhali, 
the European champion, suffered the first defeat of his pro career when the referee stopped 
the fight at 2:32 of the final round. Holmes, who took his record to 30-1 with 20 knock- 
outs, was evenly matched through most of the fight, but went on the attack in the final 
three rounds. 

Merseyside Derby postponed due to heavy rain 

LIVERPOOL (R) — The Merseyside Derby between Liverpool and Everton was post- 
poned on Sunday because of heavy rain. The premier league match had been due to start 
at Liverpool's Anfield ground at 1400 GMT but the ground was waterlogged. No new date 
has yet been set. 

38 police hurt as Polish soccer fans clash 

WARSAW (AFP) — Thirty-eight policemen were hurt Saturday in clashes with rioting 
fans of the Polish soccer club Lech from Poznan after they saw their team beaten 2-0 by 
Legia of Warsaw, the private radio Zet reported. Police used water-cannon to disperse the 
rioters and arrested 14 people, the radio said, while five police cars and a number of shops 
were damaged. Similar but less serious incidents also occurred Saturday at Wroclaw after 
the match between the local team and Lodz. 

Rain washes out Hong Kong finals 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Rains washed out the singles and doubles finals of the S722.000 
Hong Kong tennis championships here on Sunday. Organisers were forced to postpone the 
singles final between Australian Patrick Rafter and American Vincent Spadea until 
Monday. The doubles final featuring Canada's Grant Connell and Zimbabwe's Byron 
Black against Australians Andrew Florent and Joshua Eagle will follow the singles final. 
Tournament Director Brian Canon said the prize money would be shared by the finalists 
should bad weather force the cancellation of all matches on Monday. The singles final is 
worth a total of $285,000 while the doubles final is worth 82,000. 
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Wenger surprise as Arsenal reach 
Premiership summit 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal reached the summit ot me 
Premiership table with no goals but incident aplenty against 
Coventry at Highbury' on Saturday with new manager 
Aisene Wenger admitting: "I did not even know we were 

t0 £ the south London Ferbv, Wimbledon scorched Chelsea 
4-2 at Stamford Bridge to move into second place on goal 
difference. 

In spite of going top for the first time in four years, the 
match at Highbury was marred by Steve Ogrizovic accus- 
ing Ian Wright of breaking his nose. 

Coventry keeper Ogrizovic. who was carried away with a 
bloodied face, said: “Ian Wright knows in his heart of hearts 
what he's done and I know what he s done. 

“I was on the ground and he blatantly kneed me in the 
nose. It is difficult for referees to see what is happening in 
situations like this but I just hope somebody at the club will 
take ian to task over this." 

New Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, said: “Frankly. I 
did not see what happened. I know that Ion Wright had a 
chance to score and the goalkeeper went down. 

Wenger said of the performance: “I am 50 percent pleased 
with the 'Mm They showed a great willingness to go for- 
ward and a good quality of spirit. 

Coventry manager Ron Atkinson said: “We knew we 
would have to come here and battle because Arsenal are top 
of the league and playing well. I'm happy because it was 
arsenal’s first blank here this season. “ 

Wimbledon's 4-2 win over Chelsea at Stamford Bridge 
left manager Joe Kinnear with a broad smile: “I think we 
frightened them to death today and the kids of mine are get- 
ting better and better as the weeks go by. 

Chelsea boss Ruud Gullit, who put himself on in the 55th 


thines were good at and as long as we keep doing tfteoj 
we're a match for any team in the country." 

Bryan Robson slummed his players for surrendering 3-6 
at home to Tottenham. 

“That's our worst of the season — Tottenham gave t&a. 
lesson." 

Tottenham manager Gern Francis explained that carefal 
planning had brought the win: “We worked very hard 
our tactics just as we did last > ear because boro do play djf. 
ferently. 

Leeds manager George Graham was deeply critical after 
their 2-0 defeat ai Aston Villa. He said: “ Without dph^ 
that's the worst we've peffcnr.ed since 1 came to Leed?-- ; 

“What areas were we poor h: ' would say al the back£gs 
Midfield and up front. There is no question that we 
new blood." 

Villa manager Brian Little was delighted to have 
run of «even matches without a w in: “Some people trap?- 
have thought we've beer, a bit complacent, but it’s faw fl-- 
more to do with a lack of confidence and as the game-v^fef- 
on we got better."' 

Blackburn manager Ray Harford found his missing 
ration as his bottom -of-ihe-table side grabbed a 
point against Sheffield Wednesday. 

Harford said: “We had three points from nine games 
week, now we've got four from 10. It’s a bit early to talk 
about today being a turning point, but if we can get a ctfcfc 
pie of w ins on the trot then it changes the w hole picture^.-’ 


Monaco crush Nice in French Riviera clash! 


PARIS (R) — Nigeria's 
Viktor Ikpeba led Monaco 
to a 4-1 victory over 
neighbouring Nice on 
Saturday, taking the team 
from the principality to 
second place in the French 
first division. 

Ikpeba. who scored 
twice for Monaco in their 
4-2 victory over Borussia 
Moeocbengladbach in the 
UEFA Cup on Tuesday, 
grabbed two more in the 
French Riviera clash after 
Nice bad taken an early 
lead. Brazil's Sonny 
Anderson also scored 
twice. 

The victory put pressure 
on Auxerre. who travel to 
the French capital for an 
.appetising • clash •• with 
league leaders Paris St 
Germain on Sunday. 

Auxerre. the reigning 
champions. now trail 
Monaco by rtvo points on 
21. while PSG remain 
comfortable leaders on 28. 

Monaco had to fight 
back from a seventh 
minute goal for Nice by 
Liberia’s James Debbah. 

Ikpeba struck with a bril- 
liant header in the 35th 
minute, followed in the 
52nd minute by a spectac- 



Emmanuel Petit of Monaco (R) fights for control of the ball with Nice defender Zoran 
Milinkovic (L) during their French soccer league match iu Monte Carlo ( Reuters 
photo) 

ular second goal involving John Collins on the hour struggled to recover the 

a succession of acrobatic and Anderson w'rapped up sort of form which made 

volleys which ended with the match with eight min- them European champions 

Anderson scoring. utes left. three vears aso. Thev were 

lakpeba made it three for 
Monaco when he nodded 
in from a free kick by Scot 


FOR RENT 

I. Ground floor apartment: with its private garden, fully 
furnished and equipped. Consists of: salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms 
and a kitchen. Negotiable if interested without furniture. 

!1. First floor 220 sq.m, apartment: Newly and 1 
luxuriously furnished;. Consists of: large salon, dining room, i 
separate two large bedrooms with a bathroom, fully equipped 
kitchen, laundry room and three balconies overlooking a large and 
beautiful garden. Suitable for a CD family. 

III. Large roof with a fully furnished studio: 
Equipped kitchenette, and a bathroom. Good fora bachetor. 

All contains their own TV set and telephone. All in the same two floor 
building. Located in the best residential area in Amman. Multi car 
parking available. 

If interested, please call 671509 


A SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
FLAT WITH A GARDEN FOR RENT j 

Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, large salon, a 
living room, a kitchen, with telephone, a garage and a 
garden. Furniture is new and luxurious. 

Location: Al Rabyah suburb, behind Kanaan Gas Station. 

Call Tel. 823493. 

SALE AT 1S2JNG 

FBI WtCM. MMUII 

Everything has to go. This is a closing-down sale. 

3rd Circle, Jabai Amman, 

New Insurance Building, Tel: 644201 • 

Deluxe Apartment For Rent 

Area: Um Uthaina. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, sitting room, L-shaped salon, 
Oak kitchen, veranda, car parking. New 
building with elevator & central antenna. 
Tel: 832643 


Nantes confirmed they 
were back in form after a 
disastrous start to the sea- 
son. beating Bordeaux 3-1. 

Marseille, by contrast. 


struggled to recover the 
sort of form which made 
them European champions 
three years ago. They were 
held to a goalless draw at 
bottom-placed Nancy and 1 -' 1 ' 
lost young defender Pierre 
Issa, their sixth player to 
be sent off in 13 matches 
this season. 


ANTIQUES FOR SALE 

Old books, oil and water-colour paintings. (1 00) year 
old prints old plates, silver, brass, copper and many 
other things. 

Sunday and Monday 20-21 October 1996 from 9:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. C 
Bayader Wadi Sir's main street, behind Sa'aS 
Pharmacy. cf 

For more Information, please call 
_Mr. Ramadan at 861175 


Excellant Location . Very Attractive Offices; 

| Priced To Sell Quickly .Please Call: - 

602405 Or 657096 

A Completely Independent Furnished VilteT 
For Rent - ; Jrv 

?r.L°l,T arat !i, Se C " y Vi " as - Four brooms, 

bathrooms dnd a garage. The villa is 300 sq.m It 31 
Uom Kh*JJ 1 Vi eW Jf *? reat htaking. A few minutes dr*36 
Palaces a da Statl0n - on the way to the Ro$|T- 

Please call 668410 or 644201 

Ground floor for rent -is* 

Beautiful location in ABDOUN. 3 bedroomsj ' 
bathrooms and maid's room with its bath FM ' 
equipped kitchen, central air cond tionino all 

e'Snaldetwkh" addi,i °"' * has ' 

exquisite garden with a swimming pool 

— Kmd| y cal1 079-40817/ 828391 M 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


r GINEMA TEL:677420 ' v 

v CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Demi Moore 
& Gary Oldman ... in 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

FR| NCH KISS at 6:30 p.m 
^ HEAT at 3:30 & 8:45 p.m 


\ PHILADELPHIA J 

Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 j 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


Ammoun Theatre k Cinemaa ’ 
v TEL: 618274 - 61 8275 J 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

; Play starts 8:30 p.m . 


Nabil 


Hisham ' s 
TEL: 625155 


Theatr? 


presents i 
the satirical comedy^ 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please calf 
^ 625155 - 640155 ^ 
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Runners pass under the base of the Eifel Tower during the start of a semi- 
marathon in Paris October 20. Elarbhi Kattabi of Morocco won the race in 58' 
23” (Reuters photo) 


Prinosil 
beats Korda 
to take 
Czech 

Indoor Open 

OSTRAVA, Czech Repub- 
lic (R) — Germany's 

David Prinosil, in a home- 
coming of sorts, over- 
whelmed Czech Petr Korda 
6-1, 6-2 in the final of the 
$475,000 Czech Indoor 
Open on Sunday. 

The 23-year-old German, 
who was bom near here in 
Olomouc and emigrated to 
Germany when he was 14, 
took control of the match 
from the beginning, keep- 
ing Korda off balance with 
his booming serve and 
crisp groundstrokes. 

As was the case all week, 
Prinosil used his deft return 
of service as an offensive 
weapon, seizing on both 
break points he had to take 
the first set in just 22 min- 
utes. 

h was more of the same 
in the second set, with 
world number 49 Korda 
taking more chances, but 
failing to unsettle the Ger- 
man, who was playing in 
only his second final on the 
Tour after he won in New- 
port last year. 

Korda was on the verge 
of breaking Prinosil in the 
fourth game, but the world 
number 58 blasted four 
straight service winners to 
take the game, and then 
ripped two crosscourt fore- 
hands to break in the fifth 
and seventh games in a 
match that lasted just 50 
minutes. 


Hingis reaches final again 


ZURICH. (RJ _ — Swiss 
teenager Martina Hingis 
reached her second final in 
seven days with a 3-6. 6-2, 
7-6 win over Germany's 
Anke Huber at the Euro- 
pean Indoor Championship 
on Saturday. 

The semifinal was a 
rematch of last week's final 
in Filderstadt where Hingis 
recorded her first career 
tournament success. 

Hingis will meet the 
Czech Republic's Jana 
Novotna in the final. 

Novotna, the fourth seed, 
reached her third final of 
the season after outlasting 
second seed and defending 
champion Iva Majoli 5-7 6- 
2 6-2 in rwo hours 12 min- 
utes. 

Not only was Hingis’ 


immense talent .on. display 
during her match but so was 
the 16 year-old's tempera- 
menu particularly during a 
tense third set when she 
slammed her racket on to 
the court six times, receiv- 
ing a warning for abuse. 

"When I throw' my racket 
it helps me concentrate.” 
explained Hingis. 

In the other semifinal. 
Majoli and Novotna battled 
over the first sei for 65 min- 
utes and although Novotna 
was fighting off a bad cold 
it was Majoli who appeared 
drained by the effort. 

"J was very sick today 
with a cold,” said Novotna, 
who will be looking for her 
1 2th career title. "But I just 
wanted to win so much. 


Del u x e Apart m en t For S a I e 
In Jabal Amman 


In the FOURTH Circle area, 
overlooking Abdoun, consists of 1 
master bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 2 
salons, 1 sitting room, 1 dining room, 
spacious luxury kitchen (already 
installed), maid's room, 2 balconies, 
4 toilets. On a separate floor. 

(The building consists of 3 apartments + 
lift + permanent concierge). 

The apartment is super deluxe and is 
288 sq.m. 


Fa: fj'tner infcrrration . - kirdly contact 
phcne:69SB7* From 9:30 - 1:00 & Frcm 4:30 - 3 00 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A leading multi - national pharmaceutical 
company is looking to recruit young and 
energetic Medical Representative, 

Appropriate candidates must have: 

University degree in pharmacy or] 
any science related major. 
Excellent command of English. 
Previous working experience in 
the same position is an asset. 

Interested candidates may send their 
CVs with a recent photograph to the 
following address: 

P.O.Box 7780 
Amman 11118 

Jordan 






GOREN BRIDGE 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAHHTRSCH 


SAVE THAT TRUMP! 


Neither vulnerable. West deala. 
NORTH 
*1062 
<7KJ9862 
<>96 

* AK 

WEST EAST 

*5 *J74 

«?AQ5 <710743 

0AKQG43 082 

*743 *QJ82 

SOUTH 

* AKQ983 
■7 Void 

O J 107 
*10966 

TTie bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH 


WEST 
10 lO 

20 2* 

Pan Pan 


Pan 1* 
Pan 4* 
Pan 


Opening lead: King of 0 

To ruff when you know you are 
going to be overruffed is, more often 
than not, an exercise in nnwliiM, 
Your cause might be better served 
if you looked tor an alternative way 
to recover lost ground. 

Since South's one- spade bid was 
not forcing. North needed a fair 
hand to raise to two spades. Since 
all of North's high cards had to be 
outside the spade suit. South was 
certainly worth another bid. The 


jump to Tour spades was a tittle 
aggressive, bat an invitational raise 
to three spades would have been too 
conservative for our blood. Fortu- 
nately, declarer hod the technique 
to bring borne the game. 

West cashed the ace and king of 
diamonds, then continued with the 
q neen. Since West wos known to 
have six diamonds, it was more 
than likely the defender wss short 
in spades. Should South ruff in 
dummy. East would surely ovemiff 
and return a trump, and declarer 
would eventually have to surrender 
a club tor down one. 

Instead, declarer elected to con- 
cede the third trick to West by dis- 
carding a heart from the table, and 
East was caught in a peculiar situa- 
tion. A club discard would enable 
South to aat up the suit with just 
one ndT, so East, too, discarded a 
heart. 

That left declarer in control. The 
club shift was won on the table, the 
remaining high club was cashed 
and declarer came to hand with a 
trump. Leaving two trumps out- 
standing, declarer ruffed a dub, 
returned to hand with a heart ruff 
and ruffed the remaining dub as 
West discarded. A heart ruff was 
the entry to bond to draw the out- 
standing trumps and daim the rest 
of the tricks. 


NOTTE ITALIANA 


AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



Every Monday nighl at the Forte Grand our "None Juliana’ wffl 
give you the real taste of Italian 
cuisine. .Our selection of Italian 
sausages, Pizzas, Spaghetti Al Denie 
prepared in front of you. Lasagnas Al 
Fomo, Plccaias, Seafood Raviolis, 
Caasaua and njany more .... will 

transform your dream into reality. 
A culinary trip not to be missed. 


FORTE 

Coffee Shop GRAND 

AMMAN 




P.O hoc 9506J$ Amman IlilOJafdw Td 062 6fi96?ll Fax 902 6 6 T 42c>l 

Forte Grand and lc bUrhUca Had. A faao In ibe Middle Eaa 
Other properties in your area include le Middled Damascus, in Mcridlen l an Ida 
Lc Mcridicn Hdtopolia. Lc Mtridkn Cairo & Forte Grand Pjrtamids 
TmxJ CumpeaUM qf Air Hat lie 


Officials term inaugural U.S. 
soccer season a success 


BOSTON (R) — Major 
League soccer officials, 
gathered here for the 
league's first champi- 
onship match on Sunday, 
hailed their inaugural sea- 
son as a success and 
promised to make more 
gains next season. 

MLS commissioner 
Doug Logan, speaking on 
the eve of MLS Cup '96 
pitting D.C. United 
against the Los Angeles 
Galaxy, cited several high 
water marks for the 
league, including higher 
than anticipated atten- 
dance and sponsorship 
deals. 

“We’ve earned some 
spurs and achieved some 
credible goals,” Logan 
said. “Bui we're not going 
to sit on any laurels. We 
know we have a long way 
to go.” 

“In the coming season, . 
we are going to work 
longer and harder” 

More than 40.000 tickets 
have been sold for the 
final at nearby Foxboro, 
with officials hoping for a 
crowd of 50,000 to see the 
title tilt between Eastern 
Conference champion 
D.C. United and the West- 
ern winners Galaxy. 

Both teams have fairly 
wide open attacks. 

El Salvadoran striker 
Raul Diaz Aice, Bolivian 
midfielder playmaker 
Marco Etcheverry and 
U.S. national team mem- 
ber John Harkes lead Unit- 
ed. 

The Galaxy, directed by 
former U.S. national team 
coach Lothar Osiander, 
rely upon ■ Mexican 
International goalkeeper, 
El Salvadoran midfielder 
Mauricio Cienfuegos and 

For Rent 
In Deir Ghbar 

A full .flat in a.twoi 
floors building Each 
floor is 240 sq.m. 
Super deluxe 
finishing, separate 
entrance, 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 2 living j 
rooms, dining room, 
family room and ai 
large kitchen. 

If interested, 
please call: 
863993 


SOON 


PHILADELPHIA 



□ □□□□□□ 




Ecuadoran forward Eduar- 
do Hurtado. 

Among the accomplish- 
ments touted by Logan 
was a high quality of play, 
higher attendance than 
originally predicted, loss- 
es about S7 million less 
than the anticipated S25 
million and solid sponsor 
support. 

Pepsi-Cola was 

announced as the league's 
ninth sponsor Friday as 
the exclusive soft drink, 
which increased MLS 
sponsorship and advertis- 
ing sales to $70 million. 
The $J0 million, three- 
year deal will include 
sponsorship of the U.S. 
national team and youth 
soccer as well. 

“We did what we said 
we were going to do,” 
Logan said at a news con- 
ference Friday. “We said 
we were going to have 
aggressive, high quality 
style and we did. 

"We started out with a 
sensible business plan and 
we stuck with it.” 

Harkes agreed. “What 
we’ve done in the past six 
months is incredible.” he 
said. “The level of play is 
intense. I have no doubt 
this league will go far and 
do very well.” 

MLS exceeded admit- 
tedly modest attendance 
projections of between 
10.000-12,000 a game, 
attracting an average of 
17,416 during the regular 
season, and an average of 
16.163 in the playoffs. 

A sizeable part of the 
audience was Hispanic. 

“We opened our arms to 
new audiences,” Logan 
said. “Over 40 percent of 
our audiences nationally 
are ethnics, first or second 
generation Americans, and 
mostly Latinos. 

“We have appealed to 
the best of the American 
principles. We exemplify 
tough competition. We • 


Tampa Bay ’s Valderrama 
wins top MLS season award 


BOSTON (R) — Tampa Bay Mutiny midfielder Carlos 
Valderrama of Colombia woo the most valuable player 
award for the inaugural season of Major League soccer, 
officials announced at an awards gala on Saturday. 

Valderrama led the Mutiny to an MLS-leading 20 wins 
during the season. His 17 assists were second in MLS and 
his six gome-winning assists tied for the league lead. 

Awards: 

♦Most valuable player — Carlos Valderrama, Tampa 
(Bay Mutiny 

♦Goal of the Year — Eric Wynalda, San Jose Clash 

♦Coach of the Year — Thomas Rongen, Tampa Bay 
{Mutiny 

♦Goalkeeper of theYear — Mark Dodd, Dallas Bum 

♦Tough Defender — John Doyle, San Jose Clash 

♦Rookie of the Year — Steve Ralston, Tampa Bay 
|Mutiny 

♦Scoring Champion — Roy Lassiter, Tampa Bay 
(Mutiny 

♦All-Pro Team 

Goalkeeper - Mark Dodd. Dallas Bum 

Defender - Robin Fraser, Los Angeles Galaxy, John 
Doyle, San Jose Clash, Leonel Alvarez, Dallas Bum 

Midfielder - Marco Etcheverry, D.C. United, Preki. 
Kansas City Wiz, Mauricio Cienfuegos. Los Angeles 
Galaxy. Roberto Donadoni, Metros tars, Carlos Valderra- 
ma, Tampa Bay Mutiny 

Forward - Eduardo Hurtado, Los Angeles Galaxy, Roy 
Lassiter. Tampa Bay Mutiny. 


exemplify fair play. We 
exemplify access to all. 
We exemplify inclusion 
for all races, gender and 
economic classes.” 

Logan said next season’s 
goals include a 15 percent 
increase in attendance. 


The league also wants to 
expand by two teams to 12 
in 1999. Charlotte and 
Houston are considered to 
be the top contenders, 
although Chicago would 
be given a franchise if a 
stadium was available. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
SUPER DELUXE 

4TH CIRCLE, 250 SQ.M.. 2 BEDROOMS, 2 
BATHROOMS,. SITTING ROOM, DINING 
ROOM, PRIVATE ENTRANCE. 

CALL 777916/674935 


Join Us and Enjoy SAHAR TOURS 

A trip to Petra. Taybet Zaman and , 

Thursday and Friday OcL 24 and 25. 
includes transportation by modem buses, 

For information and reservation please call Tel. 622054, 


645054 


Saab Promotion Manager for the Middle East Visits Jordan 

Saklijian: New service centre to be opened soon 

THE PROMOTION department manager at the Swedish Saab company Unart Soynsson 
is currently in Amman on a several day visit to Saab company in Amman. Mr Soynsson 
visited the Saab wing at Amman International Motor Show and inspected the new service 
and spare parts centre. He expressed admiration at the Saab wing, which he says 
occupy a special and distinguished place, and expressed full satisfaction with the new 
service centre , which wiU be inaugurated soon. Mr. Soynsson said his company has sent 
six new cars to Alabama state in the United States of America to take part in the 10-day 
Tladeja car racing competition. He added that professional journalists and motorists will 
be driving the cars for 10 days at a speed exceeding 237 kilometre per hour to 
demonstrate the cars power and reliability. The car racing competition is organised in 
cooperation with the American Automobile Club. 

The company's director general in Amman, Moua Saklijian, said Saab wing at the Amman 
International Motor Show includes new models of Saab cars, Saab 9000 CD, 9000 CS 
and 900 S. The new models are with full options and are considered among the safest 
cars in the world in view of the availability of means of safety and comfort. 


•yWv 


ALNAFEES FASHIONS 
Liquidation Sale 


Winter 95/96 Collection 
Coats - Jackets - Suits 
Kasper - Jones New York - Lisa Fashion 

- Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle - Tower Building Tel: 648219 
- Sweifieh - Hadad Center (Chilli House) First Floor Tel: 858534 


DUBAI ELECTRICITY 8 WATER AUTHORITY 


> _ 5 — U C>\ — 10 J p\ 1 ij— ftS 


P.O. BOX 564. DUBAI 


Dubai Electricity & Water Authority (DEWA) is a Govern mem Utility, responsible Tor supply of Electrical Power and Water to the Emirate of 
Dubtu. Electricity supplies include all Generation. Transmission and Distribution in the city of Dubai and its suburbs. 

Dynamic, versatile, individual with iniriaiive and suitable qualifications and experience required for the post of 

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST 

Responsibilities: A Specialist in assessing environmental impact of Power Stations and Desalination Plants, and in controlling their emissions, 
is required for the evaluation of the environmental impact of Generation and Desalination Projects to ensure that they do not infringe on the 
environment. He will also be responsbile for creating a complete environmental management system and for developing related policies, strate- 
gies, standards, training, ere. 

Qualifications: Adequately qualified in Mechanical. Chemical Engineering or the like. Fluent English is a must. 

Experience: At least ten years experience in Generation Operation and Projects. 

A very attractive salary package will be offered for the above position which will tc subject to negotiations. Candidate* who have necessary 
qualifications should fax a detailed curriculum vitae together with a Passport size photograph and references to The Administration & Personnel 
Department of Dubai Electricity & Water Authority. P.O. Box 564. Dubai. Fax 3481 1 1. within ten days. Telephone contact, fax number and 
cable address, if any. should be furnished. 
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Dostum proposes truce 
throughout Afghanistan 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

AFGHAN WARLORD 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum has proposed a 
countrywide ceasefire in 
Afghanistan from Mondat 
noon (0730 GMT), a 
Taieban minister said 
Sunday. 

The proposal was con- 
veyed to the Taieban leader- 
ship by Pakistani Interior 
Minister Naseerullah Babar. 
who is currently engaged in 
shuttle diplomacy between 
Afghan factions. the 
Tafeban's Deputy Foreign 
Minister ALxlul JaJil said. 

Mr. Babar who held a two- 
hour meeting with General 
Dostum at his Mazar-e- 
Sharif base in northern 
Afghanistan earlier in the 
day. flew into the militia's 
headquarters in southwest- 
ern Kandahar city late 
Sunday. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) quoted Mr. Jalil as 
saying that Mr. Babar held a 
30-minute meeting with act- 
ing Foreign Minister Mulla 
Mohammed Ghaus in 
Kandahar. 

The Pakistani minister told 
Mr. Ghaus that gen. Dostum 
had proposed" “a ceasefire 
from 12.130 p.m. Monday on 
all fronts," in Afghanistan, 
the Pakistan-based private 
news agency said. 

“AVe have taken no deci- 
sion so far."’ Mr. JaliJ told 
AIP. 

Pakistan, which denies 
charges by the ousted gov- 
ernment of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani that it 
supports the mainly Pushtun 
Taieban. has been trying to 
avert fighting between the 


Sunni Muslim militants now 
holding Kabul and forces 
loyal to Gen. Dostum to the 
north. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Rabbani’s military chief. 
Ahmad Shah Masood. said 
on Sunday that Gem. 

Dostum’s troops were 
poised to push down the so- 
called new road from 

Bagram airbase. 60 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul, but wit- 
nesses said the frontline 
there did not appear to have 
changed significantly. 

It was not clear if Mr. 
Babar would visit Mazar-e- 
Sharif again or return to 
Islamabad late Sunday, AIP 
said, adding there were no 
Dostum representatives at 
the meeting with Mr. Ghaus. 

Earlier a spokesman for 
the Uzbek warlord said in 
Mazar-e-Sharif that Mr. 
Babar and Dostum discussed 
the continuing fighting north 
of Kabul. 

Dostum's spokesman. 
General Mohammad Yousif, 
said the visit was the fifth in 
a week by Mr. Babar to 
Mazar-e-Sharif. 

He also renewed his denial 
that Gen. Dostum's army 
was backing the forces of 
Mr. Masood in his continu- 
ing battle with the Taieban 
north of Kabul. 

Mr. Masood’s troops have 
pushed the Taieban back 
about 25 kilometres towards 
Kabul since they seized the 
strategic Bagram airbase 
from the religious fighters 
two days ago. 

Reuter correspondent Kurt 
Schork. travelling with Mr. 
Masood’s largely ethnic 
Tajik troops, said elated 
fighters, shouting the battle- 
cry ‘"God is greatest”, seized 


the village of Hussein Kot 
on Sunday, putting them just 
20 kilometres from the city. 

Witnesses said later they 
had pushed further south. 

That left Mr. Masood with 
just an 13 kilometres stretch 
of the main road leading 
from the north across a light- 
ly-populated, dusty plain to 
the entrance to the Kabul 
valley. 

“God willing, we will be in 
Kabul today or tomorrow.” 
Masood commander Gul 
Haider said in Hussein Kot. 
which the Taieban were pep- 
pering with mortar, artillery 
and rocket fire. 

The witnesses said Taieban 
forces appeared to be with- 
drawing slowly and method- 
ically. “they were worried 
but not panicking,” said one. 

But local villagers said a 
Taieban force bad been 
trapped behind Mr. 
Mas cod's lines and was still 
resisting. 

Masood spokesman 
Mlrabuddin Astana told 
reporters Dostum forces 
were pushing down a paral- 
lel road to Kabul and were 
about 30 kilometres from the 
city. 

Shortly after Mr. Masood 
took Hussein Kot. a barrage 
of rockets exploded around 
Kabul airport where the 
Taieban part of their air 
force. 

At least seven rockets 
landed within the perimeter 
of the sprawling airport and 
aircraft, civilian and military, 
immediately took off. The 
detonations were a stark 
reminder of just how close 
another battle for the capital 
seems to be. 


U.S. evacuates more 
allies from north Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — 
The United States Sunday 
completed a new operation 
to evacuate more than 700 
Iraqi dissidents from north- 
ern Iraq into Turkey, local 
sources said. 

About 730 people crossed 
the border gate of Habur 
and were taken to a camp in 
Silopi town Saturday and 
early Sunday, they said. 

The group was expected 
to be flown to the Pacific 
island of Guam where the 
United States has a military 
base. 

The operation involves 
mainly members of the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC),- a 
coalition of groups opposed 
to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, which has received 
funding for the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

The dissidents fled their 
homes in the cities of Erbil 
and Sulayraaniyab in north- 
ern Iraq during a military 
campaign by Baghdad 
troops in September. 

Turkish authorities, fear- 
ing infiltration by rebel 
Turkish Kurds from the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) carried out identity 
checks at the border before 
allowing the refugees to 
enter. 

The evacuation is a repeat 
of an operation in mid- 
September when more than 
2.000 refugees, mainly 
Kurds who had worked for 
U.S. agencies in northern 
Iraq, were flown to the 


United States via Turkey 
after Baghdad-backed 
Kurds seized the Kurdish 
“capital" Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah. 

Both groups of refugees 
feared a purge by President 
Saddam who branded any 
Iraqis who worked for the 
United States as traitors and 
was reported to have reset- 
tled his own agents in Iraqi 
Kurdistan following the vic- 
tory of the Baghdad-backed 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

The INC was based in 
Erbil when the city was in 
the hands of the KDP’s 
rivals, the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). and was 
caught’ short by the KDP 
campaign on August 31. 

According to the PUK. 
many INC members were 
rounded up and executed by 
Iraqi agents who moved into 
the city along with KDP 
fighters. 

The latest evacuation 
came against an upsurge of 
fighting between the rival 
Iraqi Kurd factions. 

The PUK, driven out of 
most of northern Iraq last 
month, launched a counter- 
offensive 10 days ago which 
has seen it recapture its for- 
mer stronghold of sulay- 
maniyeh. 

However, the KDP struck 
again and since Friday it has 
recaptured part of the area it 
had recently lost to the 
PUK. 


Demirel: Turkic cooperation 
not against anyone’s interest 


\NKARA (AFP) — 
’resident Suleyman Demirel 
.aid Sunday that improved 
:ooperation between Turkey 
md the Turkic-speaking 
bmier Soviet republics was 
lot against Russia’s inter- 
:sts. 

“Our efforts to improve 
riendship and cooperation 
unong the Turkic states are 
lot against the interests of 
my other country” Mr. 
Demirel said in a clear refer- 
:nce to Russia. “On the 
:ontrary. those efforts are for 
>eace. stability' and prosper- 
ty and in accordance with 
tie benefits of third sides." 
dr. Demirel told reporters 
>efore leaving for the 
Uzbekistan capital of 
fashkent to attend a summit 


meeting of Turkic-speaking 
countries. 

Mr. Demirel and presi- 
dents Islam Karimov of 
Uzbekistan, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan. 
Geidar Aliyev of Azerbaijan, 
Saparmunid Niyazov of 
Turkmenistan and Askar 
Akayev of Kyrgyzstan were 
expected to take part in 
Monday’s meeting. 

The presidents of the six 
states have meet three times 
— twice in Ankara and 
once in the Kyrgyz capital of 
Bishkek — since 1992. 
Each time Russian officials 
have expressed concerns, 
saying regional cooperation 
should not be based “solely 
on ethnic and linguistic 
affinities” 


France 
seeks to 
reassure 
Turkey 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
European Affairs Minister 
Michel Bamier goes to 
Ankara Monday to reassure 
the government that Europe 
wants close links with 
Turkey despite its criticisms. 

The first direct contact 
between a French minister 
and the pro- Islamic govern- 
ment of Necraettin Erbakan 
comes amid renewed attacks 
on Turkey’s human rights 
record by the European 
Parliament and problems in 
implementing a customs 
agreement 

Turkey has been trying to 
join the European Union 
(EU) since 1987. and in 
March last year signed a 
customs agreement after 20 
years of negotiations and 
persistent objections by 
regional rival Greece. 

But the result has been 
less than Ankara hoped, 
with EU firms profiting 
more than Turkish ones by 
the elimination of customs 
duties, and the European 
Parliament blocking an 
associated loan over the 
human rights question. 

“This hold-up threatens to 
have a serious effect on the 
already weak Turkish econ- 
omy,” said Didier Billion, an 
expert on Turkish affairs at 
France's Institute for 
International and Strategic 
Relations. 

Turkish Ambassador to 
France Tansug Bleda said 
that Turkey felt a sense of 
frustration with regard to the 
EU. 

French officials said Mr. 
Bamier would try to counter 
this frustration in talks with 
Turkey’s Vice-Premier and 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller. 

‘Turkey's European links 
remain a priority for 
France," said French foreign 
ministry spokesman Jacques 
Rummelhardt “They are a 
guarantee of stability and 
prosperity for Turkey and 
the whole region.” 

Mr. Rummelhardt said 
France wanted the customs 
union to be successful and 
the whole of last year’s 
agreement to be implement- 
ed including the financial 
package. 


Taieban fighters in position against rival forces of the ousted government of President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani in a village outside Kabul (Reuters photo) 


Israel could surprise the world 
over Palestinian state — Levy 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy on Sunday did not rule 
out the creation of a 
Palestinian state and said 
there were “real grounds for 
optimism" for a quick 
agreement on Hebron. 

Mr. Levy made the 
remarks in an interview 
with the London-based 
Arab daily A1 HavaL con- 
ducted Wednesday and pub- 
lished on Sunday. 

Asked if he expected the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state in the 
future. Mr. Levy said: “We 
have recognised the 
Palestinian (National) 
Authority (PNA) and we 
consider it our only partner 1 
in the negotiations. 

“Do you want me to pre- 
dict the outcome of the 
negotiations? Who knows. 


Maybe we can surprise the 
world. The hope in the 
future is what everyone 
agrees upon." Mr. Levy 
said. 

Rightwing Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
won May elections in Israel, 
came to power on a plat- 
form publicly ruling out a 
future Palestinian state. 

Turning to the Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations aimed at 
finding a solution to the 
delayed Israeli redeploy- 
ment from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. Mr. Levy 
said he expected an agree- 
ment in the near future. 

“We have real grounds for 
optimism ... Big progress 
has been made on several 
issues and we are now in a 
phase • of putting the final 
touches (to an accord)." Mr. 
Levy said. 


“We are waiting for the 
greenlight from (Palestinian 
President Yasser) Arafat to 
end the operation (negotia- 
tions) and I hope that Mr. 
Arafat will analyse the situ- 
ation carefully," Mr. Levy- 
said. 

He stressed that “time is 
precious and we must make 
progress and revive mutual 
trusT" 

Mr. Levy also under- 
scored the "importance and 
influence" of Syria but 
spoke of "a problem” with 
Damascus. 

“It wants to define the 
results of the negotiations 
before they' start and we 
cannot accept that.” Mr. 
Levy said. 

“We need to know Syrian 
intentions. We are working 
for peace and at the same 
time we see that the 


HizboIIah is waging a real 
war against us and we know 
that this is not possible 
without Syria." he said. 

Mr. Levy also acknowl- 
edged there were strains 
between Israel and the two 
Arab countries with which 
the Jewish state has peace 
accords — Jordan and 
Egypt — but played down 
the importance of these 
problems. 

“We take very seriously 
Jordanian advice ... the dia- 
logue between us remains 
open and is positive." he 
said 

He expressed his 
“respect” for Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
and said that when he meets 
his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa “I feel as if we 
are schoolfriends.” 


Junblatt: Hariri impoverished 40% of Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP.) — 
Lebanon's billionaire 
Prime Minister Rafic 
Hariri has plunged 40 per 
cent of his people into 
poverty with his social and 
economic policies of the 
past four years, a govern- 
ment minister said Sunday. 

Walid Junblatt. the 
leader of Lebanon’s Druze 
community, told the Arab 
daily Asharq A1 Aw sat that 
Mr. Hariri “is only inter- 
ested in the market econo- 


my and does not see social 
priorities.” 

“Hariri represents one of 
these financial conglomer- 
ates that rule the world and 
recommend cuts, in social 
benefits and privatisations 
in the name of market 
forces. That’s why his 
reconstruction plan in 
Lebanon has no social 
dimension.” said Mr. 
Junblatt, minister for dis- 
placed persons. 

Since coming to power 


in October 1992. Mr. 
Hariri has launched an 
$ 18-billion reconstruction 
drive for the centre of war- 
shatteredBeirut. 

The cost of the 10-year 
plan, carried out by the pri- 
vate company Solidere in 
which Mr. Hariri is a major 
shareholder, .has tripled 
Lebanon's total public 
debt and increased its 
external debt five-fold. 

Mr. Junblatt ’s attack on 
Mr. Hariri comes as a sur- 


prise after years of being 
considered one of the most 
loyal members of the pre- 
mier’s cabinet. 

Mr. Hariri is acting as 
caretaker prime minister 
since parliament was dis- 
solved last Tuesday, but is 
expected to be reappointed 
to the post because of his 
backing from Lebanon’s 
powerful neighbour Syria 
and the international confi- 
dence he inspires. 


New proof said to link 
Libya to Berlin blast 

BERLIN (AFP) — German prosecutors have new evi- 
dence linking Libya to a deadly attack on a Berlin 
disco 10 years ago in which three people died and 200 
were injured, the justice ministry said Sunday. 

Ministry spokesman Rudiger Reiff. confirming a 
report in the news magazine Der Spiegel appearing 
Monday, said investigators bad last month quizzed a 
Libyan implicated in the attack. 

The 39-year-old man, who worked in the Libyan 
embassy in what was then East Germany, claimed 
Tripoli ordered the attack, Der Spiegel reported, while 
diplomats sent 12 kilogrammes of explosives to the 
embassy for the bomb. 

Two U.S, military personnel and a Turkish woman 
were killed and over 230 were wounded in the April 4, 
1986 bombing of La Belle discotheque, in what was 
then West Berlin, which was frequented by U.S. ser- 
vicemen. 

Mr. Reiff, again confirming the Spiegel article, said 
German intelligence gave investigators documents 
passed between Tripoli and its East German embassy. 

“Wait for the result tomorrow morning, according to 
the will of Allah,” one message said shortly before the 
attack, Der Spiegel said. 

It also cited the last telex sent by the embassy: “The 
action occurred at 1:30 a.m. without leaving any 
traces” (of involvement). 

The messages were intercepted after the attack and 
sparked a retaliatory U.S. bombing raid on Tripoli 10 
days later. 

Palestinian All Shanaa and his former wife Verena, 
both 37, were arrested on Oct. 10 on suspicion of 
murder and bombing. Verena’s sister Andrea was 
arrested a few days later in Greece. 

After their arrest. Der Spiegel reported that Ali 
Shanaa had given details of preparations for the attack 
and the involvement of Libyan intelligence to the East 
German secret police. 


Hamas plans ‘response’ to 
Abu Marzouk extradition 


CAIRO (AP) — The mili- 
tant movement Hamas is 
discussing how to respond 
to a possible extradition of 
its leader who is jailed in 
the United Stales to Israel, 
an Arabic daily reported 
Sunday. 

A federal judge ruled 
early this mouth that Musa 
Abu Marzouk, the political 
leader of Hamas, should be 
handed over to Israel for 
trial. 

The London-based AJ 
Hayat said the group’s mil- 
itary wing, known as the 
Izzedine A 1 Qassam 
Brigade, has been pushing 
its political leadership for 
authorisation to cany out 
‘’a practical response” if 
Mr. Abu Marzouk is extra- 
dited. 

Quoting Palestinian 
sources in Tehran, the 
paper said the military 
wing’s request insisted that 
Washington "should be 
punished through a practi- 
cal formula*’ if Mr. Abu 
Marzouk is sent for trial in 
Israel. 

Neither the paper nor the 
sources said what action 
the Hamas military brigade 
was contemplating, but its 
statement appeared to be a 
reference to attacks against 
American interests. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk, 45, a 
businessman who has lived 


in the United States for 14 
years, was arrested July 25 
at Kennedy International 
Airport when U.S. immi- 
gration and naturalisation 
service inspectors realised 
his name had recently been 
added to a list of suspected 
terrorists. 

Later he was accused of 
funnelling up to $500,000 
to the militant Palestinian 
group after he went to 
Gaza to reorganise Hamas 
in 1989. 

Israel asked for his extra- 
dition. saying he had been 
accused of conspiring to 
commit murder, man 
slaughter and other crimes. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has 
denied he had anv control 
over terrorist actions. He 
said Hamas is a mass 
movement composed of 
numerous separate cells 
that could not be controlled 
by a single leader. 

A1 Hayat said the Hamas 
movement’s highest body, 
the Shura Council, would 
meet soon to make a deci- 
sion on the military wing’s 
request and to "reevaluate 
the group's strategy ” 
toward the United Stat«. 

Mr- Abu Marzouk 
refused to appeal the sen- 

but paper said 
the Hamas leadership has 
asked him to do so while it 
studies other options. 


Diana dropped 
from parliamentary 
prayers 

LONDON iR) — Princess 
Diana has been quietly 
remold from the prayere 
said for the royal family in 
the British parliament before 
each day's business. 3 

Sunday newspaper reponat 
The mo\ e. described as ”Vuj. 
dicthe" by one member <rf 
parliament, follows 
divorce from Prince Charles, 
the heir to the throne, on 
Aug. 28. Tht* Mail Ob 

Sunday said Queen 

Elizabeth approved fe 
downgrading of Princea 
Diana's status after talks 
constitutional experts. UsSf 
last week, the pariiamentay 
prayer asked lor God’s bless- 
ing and happiness for bed), 
the prince and princes. The 
te.\L reverting to the wording 
used before their marriage, 
now refers only to “Charles. 
Prince of Wales.” 

Lord Haw Haw's 
daughter defends 
her father 

LONDON (R> — The 
daughter of William Joyce, 
known as Lord Haw Haw. 
has spoken for the first time 
in defence of the man who 
taunted Britain with Nazi 
propaganda broadcasts dur- 
ing World War II. a Sunday' 
newspaper said Fifty years 
after Joyce was Iianged for 
treason. Heather landclo. 64. 
told the Sunday Telegraph: “I 
can never think of my father - 
as a traitor. I do not think he 
deserved to die." She added: 
"My father never killed any- 
one. He only made speeches. 
He was wicked. I suppose, 
but he was not as evil as 
some.” Joyce made baxtd- 
casts on behalf of Josef 
Goebbek the Na/i propa- 
ganda chief, which were 
intended to demoralise the 
British people. But he 
became a butt of jokes and 
was nicknamed Lord Haw- 
Haw because of his plummy 
English tones. 

Italian group sails 
into record book 

TRIESTE. Italy <Ri — The 
hugest cruise ship in the 
world, taller than the Statue 
of Liberty, has been deliv- 
ered after completion by 
shipbuilder Fincantieri. the 
Italian group stud. The com- 
pany said it had handed the 
1 00.000 plus gross tonnne 
ship over to U.S. Carnival 
Corp. the world’s largest 
cruise line, at its MonfaJcone 
Shipyard in northeastern 
Italy. “The Carnival Destiny 
is the world's largest passen- 
ger ship of all lime." said a 
statement from Fincantieri. 

No price was given for the 
■270-metre tSS5 ft) vessel 
which was completed in 20 
months and is big enough for 
3,400 passengers and 1,000 
crew with 16 decks and 
1 .320 cabins. 

Australians urged 
to eat cats’ tails 


SYDNEY (.AFP) — 
impassioned debate ovc 
fate of Australia's ferd 
population was infl 
Sunday when a prom 
cat-hater and environmt 
isi recommended “puss; 
stew" as an eradic 
method. John Wamsley 
managing director cf n 
wildlife sanctuary com 
Earth Sanctuaries, said 
pie should trap and eat 
cats to help reduce the g 
ing number of the anirru 
the outback. His cornu 
came after Deputy Ric 
Ev ans recommended to 
h’ament Thursday 
Australia should eradica 
IS million feral and doni 
cats by 2020 . to prevent 1 
killing an estimated I 
million binds and ani 
every year. Pet lovers 
animal welfare organisai 
have united against 
Evans, who said dom 
cats were only one 1 
away from conffibutinj 
decimation of k 
fauna. Mr. Walmsley sai 
native mammals had bee 
extinct in the past 200 .J 
and more than 100 spi 
were vulnerable or til 
ened with extinction. > 
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